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The Pinninfarina Corvair as seen at the Barrett-Jackson Auction in Scottsdale In 
January 2000. The car is based on a 1961 Corvair. (l'hoto,byT. m"Suu) 



Tucson Corvair Association 

Established 1975 


Corvairsalion is a monthly publication of the Tucson Corvair Association, which is dedicated to the 
preservation of the Corvalr mudel of the Chevrolet Motor Division of General Motors. The Tucson Corvair 
Association Is a chartered member of the Corvair Society of America (CORSA), Chapter 857. 

Monthly Meetings are held on the fourth Wednesday of each month except December. One 
technical/social event Is planned for each month except August. 


Membership Dues are S 15 per year for singles and S 18 per year for families. Initial dues are $15 for 

singles and 122 for families (includes name tags). Make checks payable to Tucson Corvair AssOCiation. 


Change of Address : Report any change of address Or phone number to the Membership Chairperson. 

Do not report such changes to the Corvairsation Editor. 


CORSA Membership Dues are $27 per year and include a subscription to the CORSA Communique, a 

monthly publication. CORSA membership is not required for membership in TCA but is highly 

recommended. See any TCA officer for more information. 


Classified Ads are free to members and S2.50 per 4- line ad to all others. 


Deadline for all materials submitted for publication in the Corvairsation is the 10" for that month's 

issue, Mail or deliver all materials to the Corvairsation Editor. 


BUSINESS MAILING ADDRESS: 2044 W Shalimar Way, Tucson , Arizona 85704 
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Corvalrsatlon Editor: Don Robinson, 2044 W. Shalimar Way, Tucson, AZ 85704 
Ph. (520) 297- 1356 email : fourcorvairs@hotmail.com 
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The Presidential Un-Swan Song 

Yes, this is my last president's letter and the February 23rd meeting will be my 
last as presiding president. It has been personally very rewarding. I thought I 
was getting too old to do this sort ofthing but somellOw the challellge breathed 
new life for me. I believe the club has prospered in membership and 
participation in the general meetings and midmollth activities. You don't see allY 
Corvairs 011 the street but I know that they are out there carefully tucked away 
in garages or under cover. All tlte owner needs is an active club with 
enthusiastic participants to get those machines shilled up and in tlte competitioll. 
Several ofour cars were in Tubac at the Santa Cruz Annual Car Nuts show. I 
was there and I inspected 332 cars. My hips and legs are still reminding me. 
There was an actual 1938 Indianapolis 500 race car there. It had the only 6 
cylinder Offenhauser engine that was ever built. Mauri Rose, Gary or Tony 
Bettenhausen and several others that I didn't recognize had driven the car in 
Indianapolis 500 races. History----­

This year has been especially good in that we Itave our own Internet Web Site. 
We are working very diligently to get all our member's pictures with car on the 
site. Paul Dunn is waiting and I am the photographer and I ask again-----Call 
me so that I come to your place and photograph you and your car. Would you 
believe that our web site is generating out ofstate members. We welcome 
Deborah Pearson and Chet Reed from San Diego to our club. Other members 
coming aboard are Tom Skarda, David Carranza, Joan Denny-Knue, Tim 
Green, Dave Lynch and Andrew Steuart. Tucson. 

I'm not through yet. I look forward to membership in and support ofthisjille 
organization in every way I can. . 

DAVE BAKER President 
• 



Notice 
-', 
, 

To: All Members 

The Tucson Corvair Association Executive Board in session January 12, '00, 
with all members assenting, approved the following proposal to be voted on at 
the February 23, '00 general meeting to wit: 

-' r 
Paragraph 3 Article III of the Tucson Corvair Association Bylaws effective 
March 1, 1982 and ammended May 25, 1983 is hereby deleted. 

Discussion: The association has suffered declining membership through the 
years making it more and more-difficult to recruit officers who are competent 
and willing to serve. It would seem prudent to allow willing officers to serve 
beyond the restrictions of the current bylaws unless voted out by the 
membership at the regular February meeting or removed for cause. 

Article VII---Ammendment, requires a 2/3 marjorirj of the members present 
at a general meeting providing that a notice has been published in the news 
letter prior to the general meeting. 

DAVE BAKER---President 
, .~ 
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FEBRUARY 2000TREASURER'S REPORT 

iGDIiNING CASH ON HAND.... .. .. ... .. . .. . .. " .. .. .... . .... $1601.58 

\.'COlli:' (ACCOUNTS RECEIVABLE) 
...... ... .. . .... . . . .. . .. ..... . . . . . .. ....... . 0.00 


laIfle Tickets. ' " ... . ... . ... . .. ... .. .. .. ... . . .... ... . ..... ... 17.00 

chandise.... ... ... ... ...... . .. .. .. .. .. ... .. ....... ...... . ..... 00.00 


Christmas dinner. . .. . . .. ....... .. .. . . ... .. .. .. 30.00 

Misc..... ... .. . ... ... ... . .... . ... ... .... . . .. . . . ...... .. .. ... ... 00.00 

Can Money. . . .. .... .... . .. .. .. . . . . .... .... ............00.00 


47.00 

Chuck Pettis (2yr) .. ... .. ... . . .. .. . . .. . . ... .. ... ..... .. .. ... .. .. 30.00 

Larry & Alice Stallsmith. .. . ... .... . .... .. . .. ... .. ....... .. . 18.00 

Joan Denny-Knue ... ... " .... ..... . .. .. .. .. ... '" ... .. 19.00 

Tim & Robin Green ... ... . . .... ... .... . ... . .. .. .... ...... . ... . 18.00 

Roger Finkenbine . ... .. .. . . ......... .. ... .... ... . ....... ......... 15.00 

Barry Cunningham .... ' .... . .... ... .. . . .... ...... ........ . .... 15 .00 

Paul Dunn. . ... ..... . .. . .. . .. . . . . .... . ... ... .. 18.00 

Van Pershing.. . ...... .. .. . .. ..... ... . . ... .. ........ 15 .00 

Herb&Jonie Berkman.. . .. ... ... . .... .. . .. .. . 18.00 
Vic & Ingrid Howard.. . . .. . ...... . ....... . .. .. .. ... ... 18.00 
Don Robinson. .. ......... . . .... .. . ... ......... .. .. .... . 15.00 
Dave & Beverly Baker. .. .... . ... .. .. .. . .. ... ... .. . ....... 18.00 
Dave Lynch. .... .. .... . . . . ... ... .. ... ... .... .... ... .... .... 18.00 
Allen & Marianne E1vick. ... . ....... ..... ... ... . .. .. 18.00 

TOTAL DUES: 253.00 


TOTAL INCOME (ACCOUNTS RECEIVABLE) ............M 
..........-... 


EXPENSES: (ACCOUNTS PAYABLE) 

Stamps............ .... ..... . ..... .. ...... ........................... .. ....... ...23.10 

Name Tag....... ..... ....... ... ........... ... ... ... ... ..... .... ... . , . .. .. ... ... .20 


TOTAL EXPENSES: {~ fA ....... ....... . ... Jf,... 


.. .......... ...... ... . 




Minutes of Membership Meeting · '(if126100 

President Dave Uaker called the first regular meeting ofTCA in the year 2000 ~ iJ t~ n 
Restaurallt at 7:31 :56 PM by leading thc club members ill YET another recitillg the Pled ear Alle"iallce 10 
TCA. Then he opened Ihe meeling by lelling us all how he finally' gal his car runninll a). '. JIi.. ugh 17 
carburetors! And - it finally rassed the smog inspection. There were no guests, but b;ck 
our reature editor, Van Pershing aner a long scarcHy from meetings. New members 
Andrew Stewart were also welcomed. Minutes orlhc last meeting were approved as DUI"~;lIe<'. 
secrewry thanks Beverly Baker for taking the minutes in his absence. . 

Treasurer (Allen Elvick) - Starting balance ~ $1879.81 , ending balancc ~ 1601.58. ThMilTerence was 
primarily due to expenses or tile Christmas pal1y which were nol totally offset by dinner pi1)J1lCllts. Dues are 
coming in. 

Membership (Beverly Baker) - Dues [ellers were sen t out last month. Renewals are starting e ill. 
Comment by Van: The Ict1er was a good idea and thanked Beverly for get1ing it out. A /lCW roster will be 
published ill Marcil. 

Library (Dave Uaker) ~ Nothing new, but a visit to the library would be a good lesson in ~orvair hislOIy. 

Merchandise (Don Robinson) - IlalS for sale @ $12-$1 3. Cofree CLIpS for sale for $5. ' Nolhing else 
reported. 

Corvairsation (Don Robinson) - Nothing new, but several comments were made about the improved 
content of the newsleller, Van's articles received some kudos. 

Activities (Darry Cunningham) 
NOTE: The ill/o showll here is not tfle officiol calendar. If is ollly what ffle Secretury wrote down 
because someone said it. Check tlte official TCA clIlelldar be/ore l, eadil1g off ill tlte wro"g direcfion at 
tlte wro"g time Oil fhe wrong day. 

January 29 - Santa Cruz Valley Car Nuts Annual car Show in Tubac. Larry Stallsmith told LIS to 

expect about J.OO .cats on the field. Seve ral members plann ing to go. Show open at 10:00 AM. We will meet 

for brcakfast al thc Cow Palace (exil 48) before Ihe show at 8:00 AM. 

Ma orvair Cruise and BrYI _ Dela'l ttl 'I wor~~d out by ncxl meeting. . ' I 

Apr • - nriuaYf>lcacf,o 'PeitK'Pic'"c wllh Caclus Corv~ir Club rrom Phoenix. 

May ?1 - Yet Another TUllcup Clinic, Don Robills~ 'i..bqu",s;...~:2Qri\tvt. . ." , 

May (first weekend) - Cactus Corvair will sponsor ?M~t~' Ki~lGM~ SlaJli~g in Bisbee-liAd':g ing all 

the way up to Route 66. More on this later. 


.. ,..... • ••• 0 •••••••••••••••••• II ••••• f .,, .0' • • ' 0" •• 0 •• • 0 • • •••• , •• 1 .fr' 

~II, 1''', 'I;{:~i;':up'antl rrlh'dili!\!,!! l1;ay ' , •ilJ.IlMi ·' r ,WRl~\lj~~~~1k!f.~P:;:lH'C\il , \l,jIj..J~ul 
bro ht h", laptepIO'd<t1I'dt'1ittf EM lofa'1l ft\h~l\3"~rtn:1nftel!l~Im'M~ the 
sileo We still need lots more pictures of dub members with their cars. J lerb can take pictures;:i t events and 
have them processed on CD so tlley can be downloaded . 

New BUSiness - omlllatmg omrnJltec p'n~ctll 1 e fo" ,gllil e',7! J •olwllll" s lla~
President ~ Barry Cunningham, Secretary ~ Herb Berkman, Treasurer - Allen Elvick1Director at Large ~ 
Gordon Cauble. There is presently no candidate ror Vice-Presiden!. 

Because of term limitations in the By~laws, this slate may not be elected unless there is an amendment 

passed to remove t I ~yisio~ f\ notion by Herb Derkman was made to prepare an 

amendment to accomp li sh this. SCl:ontied oy Gordon Cauble. D~ve will h~ve an amendment ready to 

publish in the next Corvairsatioll so that eleclions may proceed on time. 


ProgramlTech Talk -'Uarry aunllin~hal1i ,eporled 011 valve cover lenks caused by over tightening Ihe 
holddown scrcws. Wc also discussed the differences between the very early fuel pumps 3ntllnler versions. 

I 



GonJon told lhe story about (he Red '64 car liml c~ught Ull rire allhe tlln eup clinic and huw the gas tank 
laler fell oul when he Iried 10 fix a leak. You had 10 be Ihere . 

Raffle: Winners - Andy Stewart: '96 cOllvention T-shirt, Gordon: Socket Set, Dave Lynch: ruzzy dice, 
Air Freshener. 
Nexl month's prize \lonors: Dave B, Darry C, Herb D, Tim G, Allen E . 

• 
.JOI::: No joke (Ihank"goodness!). 

Meeting adjourned sometime aroulld 9:09:43 PM, more or less. 
Kespeclfully submiucd, Herb Berkman, Secrelary 

5/J1II"-.4 C'~"4
ella 1Jvr~ 

f;AOW 
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SD~ 

-rcR elf.,;{ 
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-------- --

from the edi lor. ................. ..... . 


Isn'l amazing how we have adjusted to the new millennium; my Corvair never 
skipped a beat. I hope you llad the same experience I 

Injust the past couple orwceks we have enjoyed two mid-month activities. 
first. the Santa Cruz Car Nuts Show at Tubac Golf Resort was a perfect day for 
all car nuts. We started the morning with breakfast at the Cow Palace then 
motored on to Tubac. Th ings were so well organized that within minutes our 
Rampside was in place and we were strolling among Ihe otiler early arrivals. 
So many beautiful cars and perfect ,"calher. We rode the van into Tubac lor luneh 
and a little shopping. It was a great day and I know Sue will want to go again next 
year. 

On March 5,h Club activities took LIS to the Franklin Museum. TCA has visited the 
museum lour or live times in the last 30 years and it is always interesting to see 
these cars. The museum continues to get better and better as evidenced by the big 
turn-out we had. 

On ward and upward. I hope you will be at the regular meeting February 23 , not 
just to see your smiling face, but so you can exercise a vote on an amendment to 
the club by-laws. Dave has discussed this elsewhere in this issue. 

february 23 is also elcetion day; the 110m will be opcn. It' s never too late to run 
and we all need yom Sllpp011. 

Crui se 'n I3runch ......... what's that you say? That ' s the miJ- month activity for 
Marcil. It's all happening March 19, atl 0:00 am at the Cracker Barrel. 8400 
Cracker Ban'eJ Road. That's a Sunday morning and it w ill be great to get togethcr 
for brunch. It's easyl Just jump in your Corvair or other su itable vehicle and drive 
out (west) on 1-1 0 to exit 242, Cortaro Road, go west Oll Cortaro Rd. onc block to 
Cracker I3arre1 Rd. Turn right (north) and you are there l I3ring your appetite, 
significant other, friend 01' whatever, but we will need a head count. This is a busy 
place and we must. gi ve them notice we are coming. 



Motor Trend Magazine Dumps On Corvair 


Cf1EVilOLtT cmWA 11\ 
Che'.'{s l~iir")niiri~ WlJn(ier leea!,:; tamO I.'$ Ql'8stion <. ~':ed in n,arl\' e':"r), spy nO',el: ' CDlI:j 
llils t,~.a c<lse of misiaken i:1*n:il/1" r."m ;lre lfQivns ','ino ',elrcmc~itl't' cloi m, "..'cn t~dal·. 
i ,~al lfl ere ·,'.as simply nothing \'i'o ~[l with trle C{)[vJir'~ handiil19 r.h"raGt~ristics. !Jor JriY 
Gfil([ 2specl 01 t:::~ car. tOl illl HI",- thOlgh 'lo: cV\:i}'one aqreb. Radic.1: c()n$lIm~rist Ra:pll 
Nacer rjid the ~n:r. ink"bjg b,' !8kin{l on SM. aflllGSl S;ngl~'ha f< de(I }\', "lIeg'ng th;]t in~ Cor. 
vair ','Ias "Unsate a: I\n), Sp,ooj'·-l'Ill ir.1l ','I~S also tile naln, of hiS senS;ltiollalis!l~ tDO~ on 
!!:nllcjl?(t. I,"ueh I lk~ the bOr,IJ> "Avdi Unint~/l(led Acc~!mtiG"" frcnZl,' Oi arJee"dc ago,tile 
notle'il (2ught ,Ile auell;lon -:,f the {'Tii" and u;tima:elj' ~h~ vublic. Aft\:! !~r too m:Hli' lega; 
iJ,lttles. GM d~tidcd ,0 qi\'e in, an,j flushilO Ihe COP/a,'f' haif'\',ly ;r'ro::ugh ·G9. 

in MOlor Trend Magazine's SO'" Anniversary Collector'S' Edition (September 1999) they gave us 
the benefit of their wisdom in article en(itled "Hits, Misses and Never Weres· Cars and Fads dtat changed 
our lives ... or not". Trying to give us their version of the automotive industry's highlights, lowlights and ne­
lights over the last 50 years Or so. 

Among the "highlights" were the following "hits" : 

'70 Datsun 240Z The cars Or Carroll Shelby 
'64\1, Ford Mustang Tailfms and chrome 
'55·'57 Ford Thunderbird BMW M cars 
'63 Corvelle Sting Ray Coupe Monroney labels 
111e great American Y·8 '64 Pontiac Tempest GTO 
Mercedes 300SL "Gullwing" coupe C5 Corvette 
'84 Chrysler Minivans Dodge Yiper 
Mazda Mia(a MX·5 Japanese Premiwn Channel cars 
'49 Ford 300·horsepower front drive cars 
Yolkswagen Beetle (old and new) Frightening popUlarity of pickups and SUYs 
Jaguar E·Type Chrysler styling in the '90s 

Agree or not lhere are some pretty impressive credentials in the group. I wonder about cars like the 
Datsun 240Z. It was cute for its time but when was the last time you saw one On the highways and byways? 
The Mazda Miata is another one that has its chann but a decade from now it will be as commoo as the 
Pontiac Fiero. And what kind of impact are the Japanese luxury cars having 00 oW' society? Probably the 

http:Sp,ooj'�-l'Illir.1l


same impact that unsalted sllllflower seeds are going to have on the economy of southeastern Cochise 
County. 

On tile other had we have the group that tile all-knowing people at Molor Trend think are the 
"Iowlights" were a big "miss". They include: 

Chevrolet Corvair Delorean DMC-12 
Tucker Torpedo Daihatsu in the US market 
Am ph icar Packard bakers 
Edsel Yugo 
Chevrolet Vega Chrysler TC by Maserati 
AMC Pacer The Eagle brand 
Cadillac VS-5-4 Cadillac Cimerron 
Bricklin SV-I 

It makes me reel so good that these folks put our pride and joy in with the likes of the Yugo and 
tile Pacer. They must have forgotten that if it weren't for the Corvair, bueket seats probably wouldn't have 
been popular in cars for another century. Upon seeing how popular a little sports coupe was becoming, 
Ford Motor Company whipped up a litlle competition called the Mustang. So all you Mustang fans can 
thank the Covair for tile mere existence of your cars. Much has been said and written about our little car 
over the passed 40 years most of which as been good. Nader's book, which had no engineering basis 
whatsoever, was notiling more that a pUblicity stWll for Ralph to gain a litlle fame. I guess we could blame 
all of the safety features on our modem cars on tile Corvair.l don't know if that's a good thing or a bad 
thing. I do so enjoy having my government saving lIle from mysell1 

Lucky for us our little car didn't make tile "Never Was" list. It iJlcludes such tilingS as the Davis 
Automobile, the Dale, mid-engine and/or rotary-engine Corvettes. 

Van Pershing 



•
, 

1962 Monza Coupe. White /Red, Automatic. Straight.clean body. 
Nice interior, 80 hp. Great project, need tires. Only $750,OBO. 
Call Jim (520) 886-2635. 

1969 Chevy 3/4 ton, 396, AT, Pwr Disc Brakes. PS, AC, Cruise, 
Stereo, Shell, Carpet, Air suspens ion , Custom Seat , Dual Spots , 
3 tanks, Dual Batteries and more. Fully equipped to tow. Lets talk I 

Herb (520) 751-9500 eve, or (520) 663-9122 day. 

For Sale: Corvair parts- Large outdoor yard full of Corvairs and 
Parts, Call Barry Cunningham at (520) 747-9028. 

rrom one Corvalr lover to another ... 

Corvairs 
By 

Creative Stitches 
2710 Cancun Court 

Orand Junction,Co. 81506 
(970) 245-4722 


""ember of Corsa and Tucson Corvalr Association 


Ads are free to TCA members. $ 2. 50 fo r up to four lines for non-members 
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T T 
T T 
T TUCSON CORVAIR ASSOCIATION REGULAR MONTHLY MEETINGS T 
T FOURTH WEDNESDAY of each month (except December) T 
T T 
T DENNY'S RESTAURANT 6484 E . BROADWAY. Tucson,Az. T 

T T 
T 6:00 pm: Parking Lot Bull Session T 
T 6:30 pm: Dinner (optional) T 

T 7:30 pm: Meeting starts T 
T T 

TTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTT 

CCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCC 

C COMING EVENTS PLEASE CONTACT A C 
C BOARD MEMBER WITH C 
C ANY SUGGESTIONS C 
C Mar 19 A cruise & brunch (10 AM @ Cracker Barrel) C 

C Apr 22 Picacho picnic C 

C May 6 Tune-up & Tech Session C 

C C 

C C 

C C 

C C 

C C 

C C 

C Regular Monthly Meeting, Wednesday Feb.23,2000 C 

C TCA Executive Board Meeting: Wednesday, Mar.8, 2000 C 

C DENNY'S RESTAURANT 6484 E.BROADWAY C 

CCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCC 
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