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For Sale: 1962 4-Door Monza, automatic, factory air conditioning, 85K 
original miles. $3250. Call Dick (520) 299-4723. 

For Sale: Corvair parts - Large outdoor yard full of Corvairs and parts, 
Call Barry Cunningham at (520) 747-9028. · 

For Sale: 1963 Monza Coupe, Red, 4speed,completely restored in and out. 
Brand new interior and tires. A beauty. $11,000 invested. Sell for $3700. 
Call Don at (520) 743-3346. 

For Sale: 1948 Packard Call Gordon at (520) 299-1122. 

LOCAL CORVAIR PARTS 
from 

TUCSON CORVAIR ASSOCIATION 

TCA has a large stock of new and used parts for all models of 
Corvairs. 

Support the Club and save a little money!,· 

Contact AI Crispin 
722-9445. 

from one Conralr lover to another... 

Corvairs 
By 

Creative Stitches 

27 10 caneun Court 


Orand Junction,Co. 81 506 

(970) 245-4722 


JI1ember of Corsa and Tucson Corvair Association 

.. 

'" . 
CORYAIR ENGINE REBUll.DlNG 


Denny Wycoff 

Motor Machine and Supply 


1401 W. Glenn 85705 

(520) 792-1156 


Ads are free to TeA members. $ 2.50 for up to four lines for non-members 



Minutes of Membership Meeting - 03128101 


President Barry Cunningham caned the regular meeting ofTCA to order at Denny's 
Restaurant at 7:45:29 PM. Minutes of the previous meeting were distributed and approved. Our 
most recent new member, Ed Segerstrom was introduced. Ed is the owner of a '64 red 
convertible. Look for Ed's Aspen Green '51 Chevy 2 door Deluxe fast back in Hemmings 2001 
calender (October). 
Treasurer (Allen Elvick) - Starting balance = $1704.92. Ending balance = $1826.92 Bring 
Aluminum cans to the meetings to support the TCA's treasury. 
Membership (paul Dunn) - Paul Dunn has volunteered to take the chainman ship for the next 
term. He'will be receiving all the membership information from Dave to begin his term. We 
have a couple new members and a couple of others are interested, keep up the good work. 
Library"(Dave Baker) - Dave has a full set of shop manuals, parts catalogues, and some special 
tools ready for check out to TCA members. " 
Merchandise (Don Robinson) - Coffee cups with the TCA logo for sale for $5. Embroidered 
ball caps from Creative Stitches (Jim Wilson) available for $13. The club gets $2 from the sale of 
each hat. Also, one only sweatshirt with the inscription "I Love My Corvair" is available for $13. 
Corvairsation (Don Robinson) - Deadline for material is stili the 10'" ofthe month. For sale ads 
listed in the Corvairsation are now also listed on the website. 

Activities (Chris Cunningham) 
"NOTE: The info shoWI! here is not the official calendar. It is only what the Secretary wrote 
down because someone said it Check the offICial rcA calendar before heading offin the 
wrong direction at the wrong time on the wrong day. 
PAST 
February 17 - Tuneup Clinic was held at Dave Baker's garage. Approximately a dozen 
members attended. 
March 17 - Picnic at Agua Caliente Park near Houghton and Roger Roads. Beautiful park, nice 
weather, and a great tum:.out. 
COMING UP 
April 28 - Annual Picacho Peak Picnic with Cactus Corvair Club from Phoenix. We will 
discuss the upcoming 2002 National Convention and the role TCA will play. Drive your 
Corvair, there will be a mini show with prizes to be awarded. Cactus Corvair Club will supply 
the entree and TCA will supply the drinks and games. Caravan to Picbaco Peak with TCA, we 
will leave McDonald ' s (Ina & Thomydale). Details to be announced at the April 25th monthly 
meeting. Mark your Calenders, Don't miss the fun! 
July 25- 2S - CORSA International Convention, St. Charles, IL (Chicago area). 
Old Business - None 
New Business - Amy Torpey asked if the club was interested in sponsoring a month for the 
Good Neighbor Alliance. Two volunteers would work with GNA staff collecting food from the 
food bank, separate and sorting food and delivering food baskets to needy seniors and families in 
South Tucson. Volunteers would work a couple hours on a Tuesday and Wednesday. Don 
Robinson and Ed Segerstrom volunteered to help, they will represent the TCA for the month of 

. MAY 2001. Thanks go to Don and Ed for their support! © 

Programffech Talk:- Herb Berkman brought in his Corvair models for a show and tell. 

Raffle: Winners: Bob R., John T, Paul D, Gordpn C, Allen E. 

**Next month's prize dllllo:rs: Tw, Don, Herb, Lance, and Chris** 

Adjourned: 9:07: 1 0 PM, more or Jess. 

Respectfully submitted, Tim Green, Secretary 



Maximizing the Pertronix Ignitor 


by Joe Curran, Colonial Corvair Club 

One of the most common bolt on Corvair improvements is to add an electronic ignition. The Pertronix 
Ignitor is probably the easiest system to add arid, when balanced with other ignition improvements, gives the 
most bang for the buck. The Ignitor system itself will convert a points based distributor to a hall-€ffect triggered 
electronic ignition without any major modifications. This is a good first step, but every ignition component (with 
the exception of the distributor itself), must be replaced/upgraded or modified to actually improve Ignition 
when using an Ignitor. Just adding an Ignitor is not enough unless the coil, wires, plugs, and even cap and 
rotor are also upgraded. Finally, the ballast resistor in the wiring harness must be bypassed to give the coil a full 
12 to 14V at all times. With the correctly matched new parts installed, the Ignitor itself is probably the weakest 

link in the system. 

Installation of the unit couldn't be easier. The unit is a direct 
replacement for the points plate and only requires a screwdriver and a 
small file to notch the distributor cap where the wires pass through. When 
installed, the only external difference is one extra wire nunning to the 
coil.The red and black wires are clearly marked to go to the "+" and "-" 
sides of the coil, respectively. Leave the radio noise suppression capacitor 
in place. The most important thing to remember is that the timing MUST be 
reset following installation. Let me say that again. The timing, okay, MUST 
be RESET. You're car may run without this step, but it won't like it. 
Assuming your vacuum and centripetal advances were okay before, only a 
static timing check is required. This can be done with a 9/16 distributor (or 
short) wrench, and a $3.00 
timing light. 

Instructions for static timing are listed on page 21 of How to 

Keep Your Corvair Alive, by Richard Finch. To paraphrase, make 

sure that the rotor is lined up with the #1 spark plug wire. You should 

mark the distributor where the wire lines up on the cap. Use a 3/4" 

socket to turn the crank to line this up. Once you're in the correct 

range, the notch on the harmonic balancer should be within the 

range of the timing marks on the back of the block. Turn the crank to 

line up the notch with the appropriate timing for your car (mine is 15 

degrees on an otherwise stock 110/PG). Note that if your harmonic 

balancer needs to be replaced (mine does, badly), the notch may 

have rotated, so your timing will be off. Once the notch is Imed up 

correctly, connect one lead of the 12V test light to the negative, "-", 

terminal of the coil. Connect the other end to ground in the engine. 

Turn the ignition on, but do not start the car (especially if you still 

have the socket wrench on the crank, that would be very bad). 

Loosen the distributor hold down nut with a 9/16 shorty wrench. If the 

light is on, rotate the distributor counter-clockwise until it goes off, if 

it's off, rotate it clockwise until it goes on. With the Ignitor, the point 

where it changes will be different going in different directions. Try to 

guesstimate an average. When you're satisfied, tighten up the 

distributor hold down nut, and be sure you put your 3/4" socket away. 

Static timing should be accurate to about 1 or 2 degrees, which isn't 

too bad. It can also be done on the side of the road very easily if you 


. notice your car is pinging, or you have to pass an emissions test and 

need to retard the timing. 


While the Ignitor itself is a big improvement over points, the 

extra accuracy and voltage capacity offered by the system is wasted 

if this is the only ignition component improved. To make the most of 

the electronic ignition system, a few additional steps are required. 




Maximizing the Pertronix Ignitor 


by Joe Curran, Colonial Corvair Club 

One of the most common bolt on Corvair improvements is to add an electronic ignition. The Pertronix 
Ignitor is probably the easiest system to add and, when balanced with other ignition improvements, gives the 
most bang for the buck. The Ignitor system itself will convert a points based distributor to a hall-€ffect triggered 
electronic ignition without any major modifications. This is a good first step, but every Ignition component (with 
the exception of the distributor itself), must be replaced/upgraded or modified to actually Improve Ignition 
when .using an Ignitor. Just adding an Ignitor is not enough unless the coil, wires, plugs, and even cap and 
rotor are also upgraded. Finally, the ballast resistor in the wiring hamess must be bypassed 'to give the coil a full 
12 to 14V at all times. With the correctly matched new parts installed, the Ignitor itself is probably the weakest 

link in the system. 

Installation of the unit couldn't be easier. The unit is a direct 
replacement for the points plate and only requ ires a screwdriver and a 
small file to notch the distributor cap where the wires pass through. When 
installed , the only external difference is one extra wire running to the 
coil.The red and black wires are clearly marked to go to the "+" and "-" 
sides of the coil, respectively. Leave the radio noise suppression capacitor 
in place. The most important thing to remember is that the timing MUST be 
reset following installation. Let me say that again. The timing, okay, MUST 
be RESET. You're car may run without this step, but it won't like it . 
Assuming your vacuum and centripetal advances were okay before, only a 
static timing check is required. This can be done with a 9/16 distributor (or 
short) wrench, and a $3.00 
timing light. 

Instructions for static timing are listed on page 21 of How to 

Keep Your Corvair Alive, by Richard Finch. To paraphrase, make 

sure that the rotor is lined up with the #1 spark plug wire. You should 

mark the distributor where the w ire lines up on the cap. Use a 3/4" 

socket to turn the crank to line this up. Once you're in the correct 

range, the notch on the harmonic balancer should be within the 

range of the timing marks on the back of the block. Tum the crank to 

line up the notch with the appropriate timing for your car (mine is 15 

degrees on an otherwise stock 11 O/PG). Note that if your harmonic 

balancer needs to be replaced (mine does, badly), the notch may 

have rotated , so your timing will be off. Once the notch is lined up 

correctly, connect one lead of the 12V test light to the negative, "-", 

terminal of the coil. Connect the other end to ground in the engine. 

Turn the ignition on, but do not start the car (especially if you still 

have the socket wrench on the crank, that would be very bad). 

Loosen the distributor hold down nut with a 9/16 shorty wrench. If the 

light is on, rotate the distributor counter-clockwise until it goes off, if 

it's off, rotate it clockwise until it goes on. With the Ignitor, the point 

where it changes will be different going in different directions. Try to 

guesstimate an average. When you're satisfied , tighten up the 

distributor hold down nut, and be sure you put your 3/4" socket away. 

Static timing should be accurate to about 1 or 2 degrees, which isn't 

too bad. It can also be done on the side of the road very easily if you 

notice your car is pinging, or you have to pass an emissions test and 

need to retard the timing. 


While the Ignitor itself is a big improvernent over points, the 

extra accuracy and voltage capacity offered by the system is wasted 

if this is the only ignition component improved. To make the most of 

the electronic ignition system, a few additional steps are required. 




Minutes of Membership Meeting - 03128101 


President Barry Cunningham called the regular meetingofTCA to order at Denny's 
Restaurant at 7:45:29 PM. Minutes of the previous meeting were distributed and approved. Our 
most recent new member, Ed Segerstrom was introduced. Ed is the owner of a '64 red 
convertible. Look for Ed's Aspen Green '51 Chevy 2 door Deluxe fast back in Hernminns 2001 
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calender (October). 

Treasurer (Allen Elvick) - Starting balance =$1704.92. Ending balance = $1826.92 Bring 

AJuminum cans to the meetings to support the TCA's treasury. 

Membership (paul Dunn) - Paul Dunn has volunteered to take the chairmanship for the next 

term. He·will be receiving all the membership infonnation from Dave to begin his term. We 

have a couple new members and a couple of others are interested, keep up the good work. 

Library (Dave Baker) - Dave has a full set of shop manuals, parts catalogues, and some special 

tools ready for check out to TCA members. 

Merchandise (Don Robinson) - Coffee cups with the TCA logo for sale for $5. Embroidered 

ball caps from Creative Stitches (Jim Wilson) available for $13. The club gets $2 from the sale of 

each hat. Also, one only sweatshirt with the inscription ''1 Love My Corvair" is available for $13 . 

Corvairsation (Don Robinson) - Deadline for material is stili the lOth of the month. For sale ads 

listed in the Corvairsation are now also listed on the website. 


Activities (Chris Cunningham) 

NOTE: The info shown here is not the offICial calendar. It is only what the Secretary wrote 

down because someone said it. Check the official TCA calendar before· heading off in the 

wrong direction at thl! wrong time on the wrong day. 

PAST 
February 17 - Tuneup Clinic was held at Dave Baker's garage. Approximately a dozen 
members attended. 
March 17 - Picnic at Agua Caliente Park near Houghton and Roger Roads. Beautiful park, nice 
weather, and a great turn:.out. 
COMING UP 
April 28 - Annual Picacho Peak Picnic with Cactus Corvair Club from Phoenix. We will 
discuss the upcoming 2002 National Convention and the role TCA will play. Drive your 
Corvair, there will be a mini show with prizes to be awarded. Cactus Corvair Club will supply 
the entree and TCA will supply the drinks and games. Caravan to Pichaco Peak with TCA, we 
will leave McDonald's (Ina & Thomydale). Details to be announced at the April 25th monthly 
meeting. Mark your Calenders, Don't miss the fun! 
July 25- 28 - CORSA International Convention, St. Charles, IL (Chicago area). 
Old Business - None 
New Business - Amy Torpey asked if the club was interested in sponsoring a month for the 
Good Neighbor Alliance. Two volunteers would work with GNA staff collecting food from the 
food bank, separate and sorting food and delivering food baskets to needy seniors and families in 
South Tucson. Volunteers would work a couple hours on a Tuesday and Wednesday. Don 
Robinson and Ed Segerstrom volunteered to help, they will represent the TCA for the month of 

. MAY 200 I. Thanks go to Don and Ed for their support! © 

Program/Tech Talk:- Herb Berkman brought in his Corvair models for a show and tell. 

Raffie: Winners: Bob R, John T, Paul D, Gord.on C, Allen E. 

"*Next month's prize ddn61'S: Tim, Dou, Herb, Lance, and Chris" 

Adjourned: 9:07:10 PM, more or less. 

Respectfully submitted, Tim Green, Secretary 



For Sale: 1962 4-Door Monza, automatic, factory air conditioning, 85K 
original miles. $3250. Call Dick (520) 299-4723. 

For Sale: Corvair parts - Large outdoor yard full of Corvairs and parts, 
Call Barry Cunningham at (520) 747-9028. ' 

For Sale: 1963 Monza Coupe, Red, 4speed,completely restored in and out. 
Brand new interior and tires. A beauty. $17,000 invested. Sell for $3700. 
Call Don at (520) 743-3346. 

For Sale: 1948 Packard Call Gordon at (520) 299-1122. 
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