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Tucson Corvair Association
Mountain View Restaurant at Prince and Mountain Ave.
Minutes from July 24th, 2002 meeting
Chris Cunningham called the meeting to order at 7:00pm.
In attendance were:
Chris Cunningham, Barry CUnTiingham, Paul Dunn, Art Dunn, Lance Gillingham, Julius Berky, Dave Baker, Amy , Emily and John Torpey,
Dave Lynch, Bruce Robinion, Chris Campton, and guest Betty Campton (Chris's mom) .

,

The 2002 convenfion wasthe main topic of the evening. V\lhat a great time everyone seemed to have despite Chris Campton's bad wheel
bearing and Barry's car encountering a plethora of problems. One highlight of the convention is when AI Brown's (Vickie's dad) name was
called as the winner 'of the 66' Corvalr that had been raffled off at the banquet. Chris Cunningham proudly drove it to the meefing to show it
off. Thanks Chris for giving all of us a closer look. All in all, the convention was a huge successl Great cars, great people. Cars on display
ranged from daily drivem to rare Stingers. Owners came from as far as Finland, Alaska and Germany.
Dave Lynch and Julius Becky donated the raffle prizes - Thanks guys! Paul Dunn was the winner of 2 wheel bearings and Dave Baker
received a dash duster.
Next month raffle donations will be provided by Barry, Bruce, and Julius .
Mid-Month activities are as scheduled:
Saturday, October 5th· Picacho Peak with the Cactus Corvair Club. Due to State budget cuts the park was temporarily closed, however, the
park has been re-opened! Hurray!
Saturday, October 19th is the annual Casa Car show. Time to pull ou1 the Armor-All and shine those tires.
Saturday, November 16 the Torpey's will host the "Tune-up Clinic' bring your corvair and see if a fellow member can help you assemble a
part or figure out a problem.
No finance report was given due to Allen being on vacation . We hope you had a great time.
!

julius mentioned that heraS a counter shaft and 2 bearings ou1ofa 69' Saginaw, 4 speed. If you are interested please contact him.
The motion to adjourn

w~s

at 8:15 pm.

~

from the editor... ......... ... ..
Thank you CHUCK PETTIS for your gift of the 7960 coupe to the
Club!! Your generosity is truly appreciated.
Hope you are looking forward to all of the activities starting in
October. Let's start thinking now what your mighty Corvairs' needs are.
Check out your Corvair calendar in this issue. Thanks, Chris
and Lance, for all of that planningi
More on the 2002 Corsa Convention follows. Enjoy!

- -- - - ---

A LettcJ- from the PJ-csident
AB you may know by now, August marks a
break in our Club's regularly scheduled mid-month
activities, which nonnally resume in September, but this
year we pushed the September mid-month into October.
To accommodate the Cactus Corvair Club in scheduling
the Picacho Peak Rendezvous we moved the date to
Saturday, October 5"'. Our participation in the annual
Casa de los Ninos Car Show, occurring on Saturday,
October 19, has been continuous since 1980 and benefits
a local worthwhile organization. The show is lots of fun
for the whole family and is a great opportunity for us to
show off the Club's cars without racking up a lot of
miles. The new location at the Kino Sports Complex is a
swell place to d~lay cars. I hope everyone is making
good use of this summer break, either to break away for
a while; fIX something on the car that is about to break;
break-in a new part or break off an old one; be brave and
break a leg; break ground on a new garage for a new
Corvair; break even on the stock market; or whatever it
takes just as long as you don't break the law or your '
neck doing it

H"pym~_

Raffle Car Heads East (part one)
AI Brown, winner of the Cactus Con'air raffle car.,
drove his brand-new 1966 Corvair Monza convertible back to
Oregon, Wisconsin earlier this. Before the trip, AI decided to
customize a few things on the car to accommodate his
journey. After precautionary checlcing of all the usual things
such as brakes, wheel bearings, transmission, suspension
bushings, shocks, valve cover gaskets, and stoclcing up on a
few needed parts from Barry Cunningham, AI temporarily
installed a new CD player and two speakers for the long ride.
The original he~lights were replaced with a new halogen
type. He replaced the rear shocks. A new small dent was
added to the right rear fender when a "Pecos Bill's" neon sign
blew off the garage wall at Chris' house during the monsoon.

Sorry AI and Darryl! The first leg of the
journey, begun at Ipm, took him to
Albuquerque, NM, just shy of a roadside motel
when the car started to lose power and stall.
After a short cool down period and a little
filing on the points, he started up again and
pulled in for the night.
The ne>.i day the car started up okay so
he continued the second leg humming along
eastward on 1-40 until it started to rain ...
to be continued in the next issue

CORSA in Flagstaff
I've only been to a couple of CORSA National Conventions and enjoyed all
of the activities from car preparations to the special meetings. Flagstaff
was great Little America is nice and the cooler weather was a welcome
break from the desert heat.
It all started in the driver seat of the '62 700 4door as we headed up the
Interstate from Tucson. Bruce was following in the '60 coupe which the
Club had sold to the lucky new owner in Ontario Canada and would be
driven there by the owner's friend at the end of the meet.
By the time we got to Phoenix things were starting to get warm. As it
turned out later we were to discover that the heater in the 700 was
partially on arid Phoenix was not really that hot.
We stopped in Camp Verde for a short break and when the '60 coupe was
put back in drive for the remaining 50 miles to Flagstaff, there was no
drive, no low either but reverse was there. The coupe was backed up into
the nearby McDonalds and we continued on in the '62.
It's true; if you really need something done, ask someone is really busy.
The busiest person we could find was Herb Berkman who was prepping
his Yenko for all of the competitive events and in a few hours he was
scheduled to attend a driver's meeting. We just had enough time to
return to Camp Verde and to tow the the coupe to Flagstaff with the Jeep
and trailer. Herb had saved the day. Who is this guy? Superman?
The coupe's tranny was quicklyand efficiently fixed by the Transmission
Man in Flagstaff and the car ran perfectly again. The problem was that a
nut on one of the bands had not been put on when the tranny was
overhauled twelve or thirteen y~ars ago. Makes one wonder how it
worked as it did for so long.!
Cactus Corvair Club did a great job putting on this year's Convention!!
Seeing those familiar faces working so hard gives me a better apprecia
tion of the tremendous effort and coordination required, Thanks Cactus!
About two-thirds of the TCA membership attended this year's
Convention and it was great being witli everyone at the Outback and at
. the Banquet. What a fun time and AI Brown won the '65 Convertible.
What a surprise when Vickie woke her dad in Wisconson to tell him that
he had won.

A new award was presented at this year's meeting for the best Chapter
newsletter. Congratulations to the Ventura County Chapter and to Jack
Pinard, editor.
In the end, the '60 coupe made the treck to its new home in Ontario.

Here's an e-mail to all from Herb on his experience tn Flagstaff!
Hi GuysThanks for the feature pictures in this month's corvairsation. It's alway's fun to see yourself fussed over like that. I
just got my copy of the CORSA West newsletter ( I still belong to that chapter) and found a picture of my car on
their cover also. I guess this is my 15 minutes. Unfortunately, I have to go up to Colorado for the next couple of
weeks to take care of some rental property problems, so I won't be at the TCA meeting. I'm sure some of you are
interes1ed in some of the details of the Cole competition, so here is some background on what went dO'~m.
What a surprise to hear my name called out as the winner of the Cole award this year. It's nice to finally be a
member of the two·timers club. which is tuming out to be a sizeable group. It only took me 28 years to become a
member. I been starting to wonder if it's possible to start a three-timers club ... hmmmm. After listening to the
scores in the various events I had just about lost any hope of winning it this time, and if the full story be told, it was
a pretty close call.

The amazing thing is that I won the overall award without winning any of the four events. However, there were
some scoring errors that occurred in the Rally and we really did better than we thought. We didn't even place in
the Rally , but later we found out that if the errors had been corrected, we probably would had a higher score than
the guy who won. Unfortunately they didn't post the results until after the awards were made, so tt was too late to
protest. What happened first is that the cars were not sent out on the minute corresponding to their car number,
so there was a built in error for every car after the first few (we were car 17, but we didn't go out until 9:27). Then,
someone at the Williams check point did not record our in·time AT ALL, so they gave us the 6.00 minute
maximum error. OUf actual in-time was less than 30 seconds off the true time , but they thought we never even got
there! as a result of these problems, 1have written and submitted some proposals to tighten up the scoring and
protest procedures in the Rally rules.
I did manage to score 93.58 in the Concours, which translates to a Silver award. You have to get over 94 points to
get a Gold. Results like this make you wonder how much more work it would have taken to earn that extra .42

points!
The stalom was really close. I got third in class, but I was only .6 seconds off the winning time. This is the first
time I've ever had such sticky tires that I didn't have enough power to get them moving. The course was also hot
and sticky (my shoes were sticking to the surface when I walked the course). I didn't have enough power to break
the «res loose in the two tightest corners so the engine wouldn't respond until I finally decided to shift into first.
After I did that, I was able to knock off a whole second I This is the second convention (the last one was Lake
Tahoe) in a row that I have finished just behind Scott Seversin! This is getting monotonous. Last time it was
because my tires were too old, this time it was because they were too newl
The real squeaker, which almost made the difference, was the Economy Run . I finished third in the 140 class with
39.4 mpg. The winner (Mike Seversin! There are too many of those guys!) got over 42 with a stock 140. The
problem was that they gave us a time limit of 2.5 hours to complete the 90 mile course and we managed to finish
the run with only 30 seconds to spare! About the time we were tuming onto 1-17 for the last leg back to the hotel,
we knew we were running out of time, so 1pulled out and passed Steve Kirkton right the on-ramp to the freeway!
He thought' was nuts accelerating around him like that on an economy run, but I just didn't want to blow the time
limit. However, several other top competttors (who should have known better) didn't take the time limit seriously
and were really ticked off when they found out they'd been disqualified. About 10 previous Cole winners joined up
and put in a pemion to throw out the time limit. I countered with a protest so that If they did that, I would get a
handicap on my mileage. Fortunately, the officiats wisely tumed down the petition. If they had thrown out the time
limit, I would not have won the Cole. ! have been in contact with Sarah Jones via email and she says th~e has
been a Jot of dialogue back and forth on this issue, so we may be hearing more about this.

For Sale: 1962 4-Door Monza, automatic, factory air conditioning, 85K original miles. $3250.
Call Dick (520) 299-4723.
For Sale: Corvair parts - Large outdoor yard full of Corvairs of every model. Call Barry
Cunningham (520) 733-7387.
For Sale: 7966 770 hp Corvairengi.ne. Ran fine until teeth stripped off of the cam gear.
Sitting more than 10 years. Originally equipped for California smog req. No carbs or
alternator. $150 or offer. Call Herb (520) 751- 9500.
For Sale: Sears air compressor. 1.5 hp, 2 cylinder pump, 12 gal air tank, 95 psi. Runs on
110 or 220vac. Asking $40. Call Herb (520) 751-9500
Parting Out 1966 Corsa! No drive train, Rest must go. Bruce (520) 887-0778.
Ads are free to TCA members. B.OO for up to four lines to non-members

Clark's Corvair Parts, Inc.
®

NEW! 2002 - 2006 catalog
OVER 670 pages
OVER 500 diagrams
OVER 11,000 index items

OVER 1900 photos
OVER 1100 sketches
OVER 14,000 parts

OVER 75 % of the pages have changes!
ALL parts and KITS are in the NEW catalog.
Easier to use!! Our BIGGEST revision in 8 years.

~

$6.00 . We'll rush a catalog right out to you.
($8 for Canadians - USA funds) (MORE for FOREIGN)

Clark's Corvair Parts, ®Tnc.
400 Mohawk Trail,

www.corvair.com
Shelburne Fails, MA. 01370
413/625-9776
FAX: 888/625-8498
email:clarks@corvair.com

~®

,
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CORVAIR PARTSI
Since 1974 CorYair Under
ground has been selling parts and
services to the Corvair
communityl
We offe.r new, used. rebuilt.
NOS and reproduced ports as
well as toy cars and collectibles . .
Carvair Underground sells to every state in the Unio,
plus all over Canada and the rest of the world. We accep'
all major credit cQl'ds and you can call. fax. mail or e mai
your order.
Our giant 300 pogemail ~rder catalog. The Carvai,
Book. is just $6.00 postpaid (USA). You can also get'
subscription to our newsletter •. T,he Corvair News.• free
All.we··need is your nome crndaadress. Also. don't forge'
our online website www.corvairunderground.com. TherE

you'lI find our newsletter online. our GoVair performanc!
and custom site and Q whole lot morel
CORVAIR UNDERGROUND Inc.
PO Box 339 Dundee, OR 97115
503-434-1648 80D-825-8247 Fax 503-434-1626
Your Corvair Parts 5uppfler for the 21" Century(

LOCAL C;ORVAIH PARTS

.t\¥

from

TUCSON CORVAIR ASSOCIATION

TCA has alarge stock of new and used parts for all models of
Corvalrs.
Support the Club and save a little money!

Contact AI Crispin

722-9445

I
!

. ,

From one Corvair lover to another...

Corvairs
By

Creative Stitches
:! 7 1 0 Caneun Court
(irand JUnction,Co. 81506
(970) :!45-47:!:!
i'1ember of Corsa and Tucson Corvair Associatic
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TUCSON CORVAIR ASSOCIATION REGULAR MONTHLY MEETINGS
FOURTH WEDNESDAY of each month (except
as scheduled in December )
Mountain View Restaurant 1220 E. Prince Road, Tucson , Az .
6:00 pm: Parking Lot Bull Session
6:20 pm : Dinner (optional)
7 : 00 pm: Meeting starts
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See calander
In this Corvairsation
( ~ "

c

Regular Monthly Meeting , Wednesday Aug . 28,2002
C

c

TCA Executive Board Meeting Sept . 11, 2002
Both at Mountain View Restaurant
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A Tucson , Arizona 85704
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FIRST CLASS MAIL
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VAN AND VI CKIE PERS HING

48 42 W. PASEO DE LOS COLINAS
TUCSON

AZ 8 57 45
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