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All in the Family

Iy Chris Cunningham

e year was 1574, 1t was my birthday. [ was tuming sixtesn

and, come September, | was going to be o juniar in high school. T
b just passed my driver's test dowm at the hMotor Vehicle Division oo
Ind 54, in Tucson, My father checked me out in his [ 963 Olds
Dymamic 85, [ actually took the test in a 1967 Chevy Caprice Station
Wagan. It was my mother's car.

My finlks were getting pretty tired of having to give
me rides all over towm, Sa, they pooled their fands
and bought & ten year old Corvair
Miomza Coupe for me. My dad
helieved it would be a fin
car, [ wns scstatic; 4 B
however, Twas told
that I had 1o wark
it aut with my alder
brother, wha gets to
do most of the driving.

We both tpok & liking to

the nimble handling car right
awiy, and finsght over it most
af the time. He usually won.

Adier abaut six months of joint
learned n great deal about the car -
hovey to repuir it Ome day, o school
apprasched me and asked if 1 was
Corvair. He was driving a sporty 1964 Monza Canvertible. He said he
b recently lent it to his mother for the day and she experienced
engine iroable afier nenning it foo low on il

The asking price was in my ball park. | figured 1 could tackle it, and
redease my share of the coupe back to my brother, [ alse had my eve on
a real pice 1955 Chevy Momad that was parked ncross the sireet from
us. [t wns not being driven, but probably way out of my price mnge
too, My father convineed me the Corvair made betier sense.

My dad escoried me over to buy the Carvair, I remember him trying
o megatinte the price dowm. He apparently forgot that T had agresd on
a prics and was more than willing o pay the 3250 asked, 54ill, he had
i try, Ondy much later did [ find cat be paid cmby S400 for the coupe,
and it was a nnning, driving vehicle (most of the time), I think he
wanied o introduce me wy the finer points of used car negodiation.

Before long, even moy dad was driving bis own Corvair, a spiffy
1056 Manza Corvertible. He drove that ear for years in Tueson and
then in Kamses City anfil hesvy rust did it in. My dad had an ineredibly
keen eye for style in automobiles, and character to0, He had & passion
for pirplanes as well, and was a highly competent aviator, but that's
annther stary.

I hove ofien wondered though, why a spoiled kid like me dide geta
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290 5L for oy birthday in 1974, My father could have nfforded one,
Then agnin, maybe its good that [ dido's get & 12051 and my hrother
and | are better off because of it

ps I it wasn't for my father, | may not have gotien into Corvairs
when [ did. He was 8 big wheel, no doubt, He had p robast meerest in
all cars and for & short time, oemed o beautifall 1929 Rolls Royes
amang others.
There are
same other

" il

Chastain offered to come cover and assess the comdition of the
engine, | was compleiely amazed when he breathed lafe into the
damaged engine after adiusting the valves in our gravel drveway. 1
bancly knew Dion,

[hom was recently retired from & career os an aircmit mechamnic.
Don and Betty Chastain weed to live just north of El Con Mall and
had n carpent fill of Corvairs - nll paimted white. He even hnd fres-
snnding sngines hooked up fo run sitiog in his backyard, That was
cool!

Bamey Goodwin
owmed Barmey's Auto
Snﬂumﬁhm

2, Prior o that, %
Blm:y was the chief '
Corvair mechamic at
OReilly Chevroles
from | 960-1 5969,
O¥Reilly's was the
largest Chevy denler :
in the natico at the My 0 covverrible of @ pecent &
time, Barney had n b Ty dlisplaping Soves very
small crew of competent mechanics (fnatics) working thepe, My
brother Barmy cut bis teeth on the findementals of Corvairs under
Bamey, first sweeping the floors, then wrenching on cars.

Gordomn Cagble, the Corvair Consultant, was p regular ot Bamey's,
I bave & one inch thick bamdle of receipts for parts | acquired from
Crardon aver the years. Like Gordon, Frank McKennn also took the
Corvair restomtion parts business sericusly, Frank went on to set the

ennfimsed on pape 7

sefioal Fresmion



Tucson Corvair Association
Established 1975

Corvalrsation is 8 monthly poblication of the Tucson
Corvair Association, which is dedicated to the preservation
of the Corvair mode]l of the Chevrolet Motor Division of
General Motors. The Tucson Corvair Association is a
chartered member of the Corvair Society of America
(CORSA) chapter B57.

Monthly Meetings are held on the fourth Wednesday of
cach month, cxcept Movember and December. One
technical/social event is planned for cach month, except July
and August.

Membership Dues are 515 for individuals and 318 for
families. Initial dwes are 319 for individvals and 522 for
familics (includes name tags). Make checks payable to

Change of Address: Report any changes of address or
phone mumber to the Membership Chairperson. Do not
repart such changes to the Corvairsation Editor,

CORSA Membership Dues arc 535 per vear (870 for 26
montha) and  inclede subseription to the CORSA
Communique, & moathly publication. CORSA membership
is not required for membership in the TCA, bt is highly
recommended. Sec any TCA officer for more information.

Classifled Ads are free to members and 53 per 4-ling ad to
nop-members, Deadling for materials submitted for
publication in the Corvairsation is the 10th of the month.

Business Mall Address: 1026 South Tth Avemse, Tucson,
AZ BITOI-3010.

Web Site Address: www.corvairs.ong

Kprimg 1975 Piciuned above and on the mailing panel aof thiz
isvue v probatdy the anly phoie showing the Cummimpham's
tagesher with their cars. FROM LEFT: Chris and his ‘64 Monza
coerverithie, Jack witk his ]88 Monza comvertible, mld'.ﬁ'm'_r
with the 64 coupe that he shared with Chrix in the secord half
of T804, The Santa Cataling Mo, con be seen in the backgrownad
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Dave Lynch S20-325-0T50
1225 M. Roberts Way
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Vice President: 520-312-3574

Jobin Frugaoli
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Tacsan, AZ 25730
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Barry Conningham  520-733-T3RT
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Bill Moynard
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| April was & sad
mvonth far the Club.
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oot pupgt o g ikl
remuring of Dive
Lynch’s [842 Monza,
Tranerance, Mok
the policy of the driver
ar iy, will cover the

Feer harg
el s piedical conts
Jar otk Dave and
s som Pareick,



high standard for a Coreeir restorstion with his national peand-wimming
1944 Spyder convertible with the: license plate "AWERYTE."”

The first meetings of
what came o be
knorwm as the Tucsom
Corvair Association
inok place in Frank's
living room.,
Far mamy
vears Frank
did business
a5 the Corvair
Pamnts Locator. [f
anyhody wamts to know what it's like
o ride in a Core-8, gsk Mark McKepnn, Fraok's son.

There are many mome key poople | met over the vears throngh the clish
who went ot of their the way to help or offer advice on the care and
feeding of Corvairs. Being a member of an nstomaebile club has many

benefits, Cars come and go in the chob, sometimes members toe, kot moest

af all, the kst thing ebout being o member of an sutomebile chub is the
loog term fricndships it creates, Many Inst longer than the cars.

John Redmond (Jack)

Cunningham Jr.
April 23, 1923 - April 28, 2007
Hirtiten by Aimee Batten,

akdwin City, Kansas: After living life to

the fiollest in his inimitable way, Jack
Cupningham died April 28 in o nursing
home in Baldwin City, K5, Hz was 84, Jack
was ham April 10, 1923, in Knnsas City, MO,
He was the som of the lote John Redmand
Cunningham, 5r. and Dorechy Dillon
Cuopningham, He attended Visitation Grade School, 5t Peter's Gmde

Schoal, Rockharst High School (Class of 1940) and Rockhurst College, He

wis predeceased by his wife of 46 vears, Nomma Clsen Cunningham, He
wis a longtime member of Visitation Catholic Church, Before his recent
maove o Baldwin Healtheare nnd Rebabilimtion Cemter, he was 2 resident
of Brighton Gardens Assisted Living in Prairie Village, K5. Jack always

strove o ook on the bright side of things and enjoyed baving o good Imegh.
Being summounded by friends and family was his delight. He was treined ns
& Mawvy pilet in World War 11, et the war emded befare bz entered combat.
His enthusiasm for aircmft soared, bowever, and he owned several planes.
Uz of his fents was to fly under all the bridges up and down the Missouar

and Kaw rivers. He was n faithfol member of the Chaiet Birdmen, n pikots

association. Jack was in snles work most of his edult life, For many vears,

be was 2 snlesman ot the family sutomobile dealership, Cunningham
Oldsmebile, alang with his father and beloved brogher, Robert A
Cupningham. Afier moving to Taeson, AL, in 1971, he tried his hand at

sclling commercial rezl estate for Tucson Realty, He developed an affimity

fior Indian jewelry and ofien wore o bole tie of nrquoise aod silver, He
bonght a 962 Corvair fior the 16th birchday of his son Chris epd lneer

became an enthwsins, lovingly restoring o 1966 convertible for himself, He

was a member of the Tucson Convmir Association, along with sons Bamy

and Chris. 'When be wasn't polishing cars, Jack spent his time reading. He

2lsn had en eye fior art and loved browsing through local galleries and
growing a umique codlection. Inck cherished his wife, Nommn, They fimst
met when o msmaal ecqueindnnee sent her oo Copningham (ldsmobile i
buy a car from Jack. He was smitien, and after a brief courtship, they
cloped. The couple flew to Acapalcn, Mexico, in Jack's plane for their
honeymaoon, Despite o hamowing landing in & comdield, she stuck with

him, Thrownghout their maminge, she was steadfast im keeping her feet

on
solid ground and keeping Jack from flying too high. Jack and Norma
retumed 1o Kansas City in 1983, He worked as a residential property
appraiser for Johnson Coumty, K5, After retiring, be became
poEskonaie

ghout prominting literncy, Arguably his favorise job was walunieering
io teach children to read at Woadland Elementary School in Kansns
City. Traweling to wisit his grandchildren in Virginia and Arizonn also
was one of his greatest pleasuares. Jack is survived by three siblings,
brodher Robert of Prairie Village, and his wife, Rosemary; sister Anne
MoGee of Kangss City; and sister Swe Cunningham Blair of
Wappingers Falls, W, ¥.; brotherin-lnw Orvillle Richard Csen and his
wifie, Betty, of Pamdise Valley, AZ; four children, Thomas C.
Cunmimgham and wife Tacqueline of Baldwin City; Barry W,
Cunmingham and wife Lea Ann of Tucson; Christopher 5,
Cunningham of Twcson; and Aimes Cusningham Baiten and hushand,
Frank Ir., of Morfolk, VA; four grandchildren, Marey Curmingham of
Baldwin; Frankie and James Batien of Norfolk; and Cassidy
Cunmingham of Tweson; and two greas-grandchildren, Ehloe and
Bieece Polian of Baldwin City.

President's Report - May 2007

Gr:-:thm. Ciorvair enthusinsts, Well, the month started owt alright

and then ended with a bang, literally, We had another great
turnout at the monthly meeting with yet another new member. The
Sonic Dirive-in outing [Craise Might] was a pretty good affair, Four
Corvairs and nine members showed up, The weather was perfect and
a good tire was had by all,

The following day (Sunday 2907, Patrick and [ were hended for
the Pima Ciounty Fair and made it as far as Grant and Columbes,
That's when o moron in & big pickup decidad to make a lefi tum in
front of me when | was ghout 20 feet from the imersection, ] mannged
io glam om the bmkes and whip the wheel to the right 1o keep the
impact from Potrick's side. The impact was quick enoagh that [ wasn't
ahlz to catch Patrick’s bead from whipping into the dashboard, He
suffered a large gnping wound above his right gye which needad a
plastic surgeon mnd nhowt 50 stitches, | ended wp with 20 sitches m
my lefl knes, some culs on my right knee, and assoried other bruises,
Pairick and | are healing okay so far. He went back 1o school and T
went biack 1o work the following week, Thank you all for your

support and emnils {yes, even yours, Ryan), we really appresiated
The,

The car is history, Pretty much the entire front end wes destroyed. On
a positive node, [ dom't think & modem car would have faired ns well,
The unibody folded 1o n certain extent and then stayed solid. The rest
of the car can be used to oudfit anather vehicle. The drivetrain, perfect
bumiper, and all thie ofher new pants I had om thers will make 2 nice
adidition o anodher car. Voo Pershing set up o link on our Website, Go
wnw.corvairs.orgThaves& Crash.him io view the crash resulis.

Haopefislly, within a fiew weeks or so, I'll have another great Corvair in
drive, My family thinks I'm crazy for not wanting 2 newer vehicle
with AC and all ihe other amenities, 1 think I'd be crazy §0 not wm
anodher Corvair that will serve me for years ns well e my '62 did,
Resgretinbly, for the first tirme in % years, | probebly won't be driving a
Carvair fo this month's meeting and that's 2 cryin' shame,

Happy Mosoging,
Diave "1 survived Grant Rd." Lynch




Tucson Corvair Association
Regular Membership
Meeting Minutes april 25, 2007

Members Present: Dave Baker, Lynn Marrs, Bill Maynand,
Chris Cunningham, David Lynch, Ed Segerstrom, Don
Rohinson, John Frugoli, Liza Leon, Bob Wilbes, Rvan Green,
barcy T, Bill L, Barry Cunningham, Allen Elvick, new
members: William Builer (who purchased a ‘64 from Don
Robkinson), John Lewis and Hal Day. Gordon Highfill was
attending a5 guest of Don Robinson.

President Dave Lynch called the mecting to order at 7:20pm.,
Approval of the Minutes for March: Motion to approve by
Chris Cunningham seconded by Lynn barrs, and approved
a5 Written.

Presdent's Report: Dave Lynch discussed the Lost
Dutchman State Park event. Van Pesshing, the anly Tucaon
attendee ook photos, two Corvaies from the Phoenix Cactus
Corvair Club were there, Alsn, a reminder abowt the Reid
Park Chevy Showdown on Satueday, 42807,

Vice President Tohn Frugoli dizcussed the upeaming Tecson
Claszic Chevy Club's Showdown (car show) April 28, 9am -
dpm on the soccer field at Reid Park (22nd'Randolph). Also
dizcussed was a monthly Cruise Might, & vote was taken for
the Saturday immediately following the monthly Wednesday
night mesting for a Cruise Might Chris Cunningham gave
the modion to approve, it was scconded by Ed Segerstrom.
Each month a location will be announced for the next month's
Cruize Might This Saturday (4/28) Cruise Might will be at
Sonic on Broadway & Plumer, 6:30pm. A wote was tzken
and approved for next months Night Cruise, Satueday (5/26)
at [m W (hat Burger (Bl Con Mall). John is to follow up with
In N (it to verify they have any issucs with s meeting there.
John asked for member input regarding a possible rally type
cvent, [nicresicd members please discuss with John, as
planning and commitrment o participation are key for any
gort of rally. Barry Cunningham sugpested a picnic for an
upcaming mid-month sctivity. Dave Baker offered Agua
Caliente Park as a possible location, Bill L. suggested and
dizcussed a Corvair group drive around Tocson 25 2 means
for raizing club intereat. A tentative plan was offered for the
May Cruise Might to mect at Scars at Park Mall and drive a8 a
group to In W Out Burges. Maore to be discussed and
confirmed at the May Club mecting.

Dave Baker gave condolences to Jim Franklin and his wifie
who were killed recently in a plane cragh near Sedona. Dave
has also decided to scll his 1967 Monza 110 automstic for

SA 500 0.

Everything works perfectly and is in great shape. Contact

Dave to discussvicw.

Commiliteess:

Treasurer's Report: Barry Cunningham reposbed 2 33710013
beginning balance, 5172700 ending balance. If you have not
paid your dues vet, please do 50 to Basry Cunningham.
‘Webslte: Van Pershing was noi present,

Merchandise: Don Robinson has two Corvair mogs left and

priced at 5 each. Van Pershing is dealing with new T-5hin
orders. Please discuss any ideas/comments with Do,
Library: Bill Mavoord reminded members the Library is
gvailable, tools are added time to time so check in if vou are in
ne=d of something. The library 'ioventory’ listimg was
discussed. Mo one is sure of its existence at this pomt.

[ The Library inventory will be out for viewing at the My
Tune Up Clinic at Bill Maynands Chicken Ramch. |

Raffle Tonight: %15 was collected. Thers were three winners:
Bill Maynard, Marcy T., and Dave Baker,

Voluntcers for next week:
Bill Mayonard, Chris Cunningham, [lon Robinson,
Diave Lynch, Allen Elvick, and Will Builer,

Tech Talk: Bill Maynard discussed transmission bearings
coming loose and lodging his 4 speed in reverse, installing
clutch pilot beanngs and how the shaft can move and damage
the seal allowing fluid to leak. Also a tip for removing bell
housing bolts by hacksawing a groove in the end of the bolts
allowing removal by screw driver. Bill L discussed the
differences in steering wheels. Ed Segerstrom discussed
having his pensmtor overhanled and unfortunately not aking
the suppestion to replace the voltage regulator af the same
time, As there is oo fuse to stop the flow of electricity, his
regulator and engine wirng cought fire cawsing o good deal of
dameps. Several people mentioned the quality work Luns
Febuilders {on Grant Bd) has done, They offer some
aftermarkes paris as well. John Frogoli discussed his purchass
of a solid state ignition system which replaces the points.
Anyone thinking of this option talk fo John for the particulars
Mid-Month Activity: Sunday 520 10-2, Tech and Tune
sesston at the home of Bill Maynard, Prince/Mountain. Barmy
Cunmingham received a flyer for the Men's Luxury Toy
Auction in Phoenix, July 13-15 at the Glendale foothall
stadium, Trips, cars, choppers, and watercraft are a few of the
items to be auctioned. Caroll Shelby will be there.

Adjourn: A motion to adjourn was made at B:45 by Bill L.
and secomded by Bill M. Motion passed,

Respectfully submined,

Dieres Lymch'ls
1962 Mowza

RS GTET o
April altercation

witth o large
piciup truck

See this car at
Bill's during the
Tech and Tune
Sunday May 20
10-2pm.




LETTER TO THE EDITOR

Dear Chris, You can call this "Corvairs don't look good with
Flames" or something ke that,

Beck in the "60s when my mother, sister, and I moved to my
grandmother's dairy fisrmn in Missouni from Germany, my mom
bought a really nice used white Corvair with a blee intenior as
her first American car. My sister and | loved 1t as it was a stylish,
nicely sized four door. Mom had dnven a Renault 4CV in
Europe which we also loved becawss it had a heater which
actunlly worked as opposed to the Yolkswagen's that so many of
her friemds drove us ancund m, Compared to the 40, the
Corvair was a revelation and | credst it with starting me on the
path to bemg a lifelong car guy,

Even as a kid [ come to know every detail of that remarkable car,
Ome fateful day m St Lous, we walked out of the Woolworth's
after lunch to find the dear Iittle car parked at the meter and
engulfed m flames! The fireman explamed 1o mom that it
appeared thit a passerby had thoughtlessly flicked o lit cigarese
inta the open rear door window and igmted the internor, We were

all very upset by this event which I've never forpotten,

Fuet forward to 1976: my sister's first cor was a '04 Corvair with
an autpmatic, mine was a 'bat wing' '59 4-door Chevy Belur,
which | bought from my high school basketball coach for
575.00.

Omee day, we traded cars 50 | could tune her carbs and do a few
other minor maintenance things on the Corvair. While doving it
home, it kept backfinng up through the carbs, Before long, a
passing driver shouted to me "there's something on fire in your
trumk!" I looked over my shoulder to see the blackest smoke |
had ever sesn billowing from the back, The backfire from the
night side corb had set the spare tire on fire! Seems her boyfriend
had had & go at the carbs and i addition o aving them badly
out of tune had also left the air cleaner assembly off.

Dom't know 1f you've ever tried to put out & burming tire but | can
tell you its not easy, Whew, Luckily, there wasa't much
mechamon] damage as | was able to get the little car to run hike o
top, bat it looked hike something out of a 'Mad Max' movie up o
the time she sold it

I'm booking forward to better Corvair experences 1n the fsture.

Al the best,

Cheers,

Ken Henry

Two Point One Automotive,  Tucson, AX

K, the finibg of vour lefter by inserearing. Jt e dn with dls eeive off
s mews, We are always looddng forward fo good fimes in eur covs, bur

sometineer Hrings happen.

Kien Henry is a European-traimed master mechanle speclalizing in Alfs
Rewnpos and Jagwars. You con find him sy §Tvon drive south an
FPamtara, funt moreh of 22nd Sieeed (mexr o the Rincon Poat Office).

Laok for tee property doried with French cars. —Ed

TCA 2007
Events at a Glance

MAY

20 SUN Corvair Tech & Tune
Bill Maynard's Chicken Ranch, 3605 N. Vine
1 (-2

23 WED Regular Monithly Meeting Micha's Morth,
1220 East Prince Road, Gpm. Optional

dinner at 6220, meeting starts at Tpm

Corvair Crafse Night In-N-Out Burger, 6:30-
fpm 3711 E Bdwy, Meet at Sears Park Mall
Service Station at &:30pm, then codse to
dinner. Gas up the Vair. Bring the whaole family,

26 SAT

6 WED TCA Board Meeting, 5 & Diner 4250 N,

Stone. Gpm, All members welcome,

? SUN Agua Caliente Park Picnic 12325 E Roger Rd,

Date and Time THA at May Reg Monthly Mg,

Regular Monthly Meeting Micha's North,
1220 East Prince Road, 6pm. Optional
dinmer at 620, meeting starts at 7pm

27 SAT

30 SAT Corvair Cruise Night Location TBA 6;30-8pm,
Ciather, Cruise, Eat, and Dhash Gas wp the Vair,
Put the top down and bring the whole family

and some friemds,

CAR SHOWS

JUNE -OCT  Lile Anthory’s Car Shaw Nighes Tpm-10pm 7010
E, Bawy. &72; &16; T7; TI21; BM; B8, 91; W15
DG D205 W27 1143

Twesen Classics 5t Gregory College 3331 M.
Crayerofi Rd. 1 Qam-Spm INFO; J00-3670

2rd Anwuel ALL European/British

American Lagian Post 102 3500 W, Western Way
(Mear (d Tucson Studios) 8am- | pm

THFC:; 240-6850

Fronklin Musenm Benefts Car Show Dizinils

TRA Info: John Strobeck, SH0-T31-0676

OCT 30
NOV 3

NOY-DEC




Auto-Biography

from The Truth About Cars: hitp:www. thetruthabowtcars com Tp=3 508

Training Wheels sy ru sieermeyer

April 14, 2007

O a sunny February moming 1 left my family behind,
hitchhiking weat out of Baltimore. By Ohio [ was barreling
throwgh a night-time blizzard in the cab of 2 semi. [ reached
lowa the following moming. It was ten degrees; | needed to stop
and warm wp. Califormia would have to wait

lowa City offered refuge and comfort to a homeless and
penniless kid. From this Midwest base, [ hitchhiked all over the
country. Back then, thumbing was a joyously unpredictable
adventure: an endless chain of new rides, drivers and
experiences. [ never knew where I would end up— in someone’s
warm bed or shivering in a damp sleeping bag.

In 1972, my older brother decided to pursuc his ambitions
abroad. Out of the bluwe, he bequeathed me his white "63 Corvair
Muonza four door, [ was thrilled with the donation— and the fact
that the Chevy dide’t have a Powerglide tranamission.

The black interior was like new;, complets with high-guality
vinyl and genuine metal bright-work. (GM's molded
Rubbermaid interiors were still some years away.) [t's only
flaws: the ubkquitous rust pin-holes on the headlight “eycbrows"™
and an ominous knocking sounding coming from the engine,
Perhaps thats why he gave it to me.

Seeing the can of ultra-cheap non-detergent oil in the trunk (my
brother is thrifiv), | treated the air-cooled six to some quality
vital fluids. It purred its appreciation for good oil from then on,
It was a gwoet ride.

A celebratory road irip was definitely in order. T decided to take
the car on & 2500 mile back-roads scenic loop to the Appalachian
Mountaing. The highlight was Skyline Drive and Blue Ridge
Parkoway, a virtually deseried (at the timc) 00 mile driving
nirvana. [ followed the last fall colors south into the Smoky
Mouniains, where I lost a staring contest with a bear intent on
my dinner,

The Monza was in its element on the endless winding roads.
Oversteer was my newfound friend (Ralph Nader just dida't
know how to drive). | folt safe at any speed the “Vair could
mustes. It wasn't exactly the poor-man's Porsche some made it
ot to be. The steering was indirect, the shifter throws were tao
long, and the power modest. But then 1 didn't have a Fitch-

prepped Turbo Spyder.

The Corvair's exaggerated rear-weight bias was a comocopia of
winter amusernent. Every blizzard was my cuc to cut fresh tracks
on descricd strects and indulge in oversteer hi-jinks. Eventually,
my endless guest to test the traction limits of the Corvair
progressed o the ultimate rear-engine winter thrill'stapidity,

Drriving around unplowed park roads by the reservoir, [ came
across a boat ramp. 1 shot down the hill to it, hit the ice at aboat
50, and flicked the steering whes] while giving the emergency

brake a good yank. The Momea pi across the reservoir in a
erack-the-whip blur, Tt was just like the Tili-A-Whirl al the
carmival, we strained 1o keep our heads upright,

One day while diligently practicing for the prospective new Winler
Olympac sport of Corvair-curling, 1 saw a distant figure on the far
shore beckoning me o him. Brain scrambled from all the spinning,
T dronve 10 him. This easily-avoidable encounter resulted in a death-
invoking lecture and my Arst-ever ticket, | decided never to be
more phliging to the law than necessary.

My next Corvair misadventure was stralght out of a slent movie,
The starter was out- [ procrastinated Axing it in the cold- 30 1
parked on kills, Coming home late fram a bar, the Monza sialled
right on the main-line tracks of & deeply-ruited railroad crossing,
Al my heaving and swearing wouldn®t free it,

Sezing the control light change, | switched o plan B, | retieved a
sorewdriver from the trunk, removed the plaes and hid nearby, A
dhigtant train whisile iniggered a surge of adrenaline, Without
thinking, I jumped from the bushes and gave the car one final push,
She lefl the tracks and started downhill, T just managed o dive in
before it rolled away,

1 had 1o deop the engine out of it twice lo fix & nodse from the
MNywheel- alone, in a barn, with one scissors jack, some blocks of
wiond and a John Mayall album playing over and over, Tt dampened
my enthusiasem for the linle Chevy and Mr, Mayall.

Like most frst cars, thinking of the Corvair brings back a Mood of
memories— good and bad. Driving 1o the quarry on summer days 10
o skinny-dipping with girlfriends, Walking five miles down a
frozen moon-lit country road at one in the morning, lugging its
heavy flywheel, Waiching the sun sparkle on the freshly waxed
hoad. Relustantly saying poosdbye fo it

And most of all, knowing then that T should have found a barm w
save it for my middle age.

FPoul's Corvair looks green in this phote sef i a denve forest of green,
ey fvg bod we don'’t have aay frozen Lokes here i ihe (O0d Puehlo.
Share yowr Corvalr stortes with the Olub, Bl would ke fo fiear from yow,

&



CORSA International Convention in Detroit M1

Drates: July 24-28, 2007 Hosted by: Detroit Area Corvair Club
Hast hotel Best Western Stegling Inn, 34911 Van Dyke Ave., Sterling Heights M1 48312,
SRGADT9-1 40, BOMISI- 1400, wearw steslinginn.com, Alternate botels: Hampton [nn & Suites

SR6s2To-Do00,

Super 8 JRATRS-8R00,
Extended Stay America

SROMRI-3TT],

Knights InnS86/570-4304,
For more info, see:

bt Feorveirscomehanme2 (07 com/
Comtact: Pate Cimbala

5498 Duffield Rd., Swartz

Creck MI 48473

Phone: BLO0G21-0866

Upcoming events

FOR SALE:
FOR SALE:
FOR SALE:

FOR SALE:

WAMNTED:
FOR SALE:

FOR SALE

FOR SALE:

Spaves and Vairy

1960 Corvair 4-dr parts car, O'Reilly Chevrolet Tucson car. Rough but complete.
Call Allen B83-4337 or Chris af 6T0-96T6, AZ
LM left & right rear panel tnm pieces. Call John Frogoli: 312-3574, AZ
LM Windshicld Call Bill: 520-205-1777 AZ.
"64-"6% Stock crankshaft gear, brand new - never installed, Clark's # CTE6x,
Clarks price - $49.65. My price - $75.00. Contact Dave Lynch nt
Iynchmob@itheriver.com or 3250750,
FOR SALE: 1961 Corvair Monza, two door, dspeed, solid body, no broken
windows, 98% complete, ready to restore. Car 15 located in Tweson, Az. 5500
Budy: 822-3079 or 661-4442, trokitavillef@gainusa.com (picture on left)
FOR SALE: 1964 Monza sedan -oeeds work, Also 1961 Monza coupe -
needs work. Cary Hubbard: 505-350-0483. NM

) FOR SALE: 1968 Monza convertible, 1100p, 4-speed. New front seat
upholsiery, new carpet, 2-vr. old top, SHeet metal in floor has been replaced. Needs paint, has rust.
Asking 53000, John Ameld: 505-281-5542. NM
1962 Wagon T 51500 - OBO. Terry Price: 505-872-0100, MM
1967 Monza 2-dr coupe, 110hp, suto. Great mterior, pd condition. 32500, Terry Price: S05-372-0100, NM
1961 Monza coupe, '66 110hp engine, powerglide. Mew inferior, needs paint, minor body work. Make
offer. Hurley Wilvert, 5005-281-1732, hurbrenwil@peoplepe.com. MM
1968 Monza coupe, 110hp rebuilt engine w/4 carbs, powerglide, new paint, gd interior. Make offer. Hurley
Wilvert, 505-281-1732, hurbrenwiliZpsoplepe. com. NM
Late NOS front panel. Jermy Goffie; $05-345-3 100, 505-346-4220, NM
"5 Monza convernble, white, red interior, needs top, needs restoration, mans. AT has problem, power top
waorks. 5800, CHos MeCarthy $04-262-3299 cem 1133 @comenst.net. WA
"85 Turbo comrvertible. Gd mspection, new tires. Runs well, Engine rebuilt a few years ago, Saginaw 4-spd.
Body solid but has dent on left fender and bumper. Paint faded, needs top, interior fair. 3400¢0. Stanley
Ullmam; BO4-833-2606. VA
64 Spyder coupe, garage kept since 1982, solid body, engine rebuilt at great expense, but fouls plugs. Mot




Monthly Newsletter May 2007 Vol. 31 No. 12
T}’ CSON ’ Corvair Society of America Chapter 857
W Regular Monthly Meetings are held on the fourth Wednesday of
ASSOCIATION cach month, November meeting is on the third Wednesday.
The December meeting is an annual Holiday Party.

Meeting Place: Micha's Morth, 1220 East Prince Road,
(formerly Mt View Restr.) Parking Lot Bull Session: 6pm.
Optional dinner at 6:20, meeting starts at Tpm.

Upcoming Evenis:

MAY 20, Sunday Corvair Tech and Tune 10am -2pm This is a golden
opportunity to have your car checked out by the pros while
learning how to DIY - Bill Maynard's Chicken Ranch 3605 N,
Vine 325-8497. Bring a food dish to pass with hungry friends.

Volunteers io bring something for May raffe:
Bill Maynard, Chris Canningham, Don Robinsan,
Dave Lynch, Allen Elvick, and Will Butler,

TUCEON Tueson Corvair Association
fom 1026 South 7th Avenue
Tucson, AZ B5701-3010

ABBOCIATION

May 2007 Volume 31, Number 12

First Class Mail

i

John Redmond (Jack) Cunningham Jr. (1923 - 2007)






