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Kolb - Sabino Connection bridge opens

On January 5, the new bridge that crosses over
the Pantano wash and connects Kold Road with Sabino
Canyon Road was dedicated with a ribbon cutting cere-
mony. The first cars across the bridge included two
beautiful Corvair convertibles.

The first car in line was a Mustang followed by
Ron Bloom’s ‘65 Corsa with City Councilman Paul
Cunningham aboard. Third in the procession was Frank
Pella’s ‘68 Monza carrying Steve and Susie Christi and
Buck O’Reilly.

The bridge will be called the Airmen Memorial
Bridge in honor of the 18 airmen who were killed in
November 1944 when two B-24 bombers collided over
the Pantano Wash.
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Ron Bloom takes a moment for a conversation while
waiting for the ceremony to start. Frank Pella’s blue
convertible is immediately behind Ron's car (left).
Paul Cunningham of the Tucson City Council rides on
the boot of Ron’s car (below).

The procession can be seen in the photo (left) with the
Mustang in the lead. After the event, traffic was backed
up on northbound Kolb..... Apparently the Mustang had
stalled and they were having trouble getting it
started.....
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Bill Maynard
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MECHANDISE CHAIR
Don Robinson
520-297-1356
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Regular Monthly Meeting. Parking
Jan 25, Wed 1ot Bull Session at 6:30pm. Meeting
starts at 7:00pm. Pizza Hut, 2943 N

Classic Car Show. Tubac Golf Re-
sort. 10am to 3pm. Registration dead-

Jan 28, Sat line: January 20. $25 entry fee. Go to
www.carnuts.org for registration form
and more info.

33rd Annual Tri-State Corvair

Jun 2-4 Meet. Taos, New Mexico. Go to
www.corsaturbol80usa.com for
more details.

CORSA International Conven-
Jun 22-Jul 1  tion. Independence, MO. Go to
www.corvair.org/2017convention/

It's Dues Time
Again!

Yes, TCA members, it's time to pay
those annual dues. Still $15 for individ-
ual and $18 for family membership.
Please send your check to: Allen Elvick,
4210 S Preston, Tucson, AZ 58735 or
pay at the next meeting.


mailto:tucsoncorvairs@yahoo.com
http://www.carnuts.org
http://www.corsaturbo180usa.com
https://www.corvair.org/2017convention/

December Christmas Party Notes

The annual TCA Christmas Party
was held on December 17,

2016 at Rusty’s Family Restaurant
and Sports Bat on west Grant
Road, Tucson, Arizona.

There were about 22 members and non
-members present at this year’s Christ-
mas party. Everyone one enjoyed the
quality of the food at Rusty’s. The
white elephant gift exchange was a lot
of fun. President Bill Maynard handed
out coasters to the board members in
thanks for their service during the past
year. Bill also gave Jett an award for
an outstanding job on rebuilding his
first Corvair engine. Frank Trejo re-
ceived a hard luck award for all the
hard luck he has endured this past year.
Mike Lake was awarded the Gordon
Cauble award which was a complete
surprise but well deserved! A good
time was had by all.

Photos courtesy of
Francisco Trejo
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Mike Lake received this year’s Gordon Cauble Award
(above left).

Frank Trejo received the “Hard Luck” award for 2016
(above)

Julio Estevan was given recognition for having rebuilt his
first Corvair engine (left).



Some Corvair Legal
History

Comments taken from a thread on Virtual Vairs

Frank J. Winchell, was GM’s expert witness in
the defense of the Corvair. In total there were 294
cases brought against GM, totaling claims of over
100 million dollars. Of these, 10 were tried to
jury convictions. Of these, 8 verdicts were in fa-
vor of GM. Of the 2 loses; "Chart v GM," where
2 of the 5 occupants testified in court that the
driver had a quarrel with his girlfriend and that
after a 2 1/2 hour stop at Bronco’s Beer Bar,
where the driver was chug-a-lugging his beer, and
later they warned the him that he was driving
recklessly and at an excessive speed, that he
failed to make a right hand turn, locked up his
brakes and struck a telephone pole. In what is
know as a comparative negligence verdict, the
jury found the driver 75% responsible, the girl-
friend 3%, the state highway 5%, the county high-
way 5% and GM 12%.

The other lose was "Canthos v GM," where the
jury found in favor of the plaintiff, however, the
judge set the jury’s verdict aside stating, “There is
not a scintilla of quotient evidence to support the
claims against the handling characteristics of the
1960-63 Corvair (paraphrasing).” ] He went on to
describe the testimony of the plaintiff’s expert
witness as “perhaps the most incomprehensible
gibberish that this court has ever heard.”

A Untied States Senate Committee spent 2-1/2
year investigating the safety of the Corvair, the
DOT as well as many other institutions, even
Nader’s own NHTSA came to the same conclu-
sions as everyone else, that the Corvair was not
defectively designed nor a defective product. In
fact, it performed as good, or better than all cars
on American roads at that time.

Corvairsation January 2017 4

New Year’s Day Cruise

The Day One January 1st cruise started early in the morning with the
expectation of having 150 to 200 cars in attendance. It started as a
cold rainy day and only about 40 cars and their owners braved the
cold, damp, rainy and overcast day to open the new year with a
cruise. This cruise took place in the northeast part of Tucson and
ended at Sir Vezas by the Tucson Mall where we all had lunch. Even
though the skies were gloomy the mood was up beat. It was a great
start to the new year!

Mike Lake

Hare's a unique way to get an extended cab pickup truck. Simply take a
Greenbrier and make one yourself! Looks easy enough... ....

Low Rider
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‘Say, Smokey

A clinic on cars by America’s

most famous mechanic

ACH month in Porurar Sciexce, Smokey Yunick
will answer questions on cars—family cars, high-
performance jobs, hot rods, and racing cars—selected
from those sent in by readers. Got a problem? Ask
Smokey. You'll find the address at the end of the

column. Please print vour name and address.

“I would like to buy a Corvair, but friends
wwho own them tell me the valves usually
burn out by 45,000 miles. Is this the car or
the driver? Can valve life be prolonged by
keeping the engine ‘wound up’? What is the
best r.p.m. to maintain with a four-speed
boxP"—Don A. Bahr, 5t. Louis.

I doubt that vou would have any unusual
valve trouble with a Corvair. Valves are
injured by excessive heat, not by r.p.m. With
a four-speed box, the engine will run well at
any speed that doesn’t cause it to labor.

These items appeared in the June 1965 issue
of Popular Science Magazine. Smokey Yunick
answered a Corvair question in his monthly col-
umn and there was a complete article compar-
ing the early model Corvairs with the new 1965
Corvairs. The chart below was part of the arti-
cle showing the stats on the models tested.
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How the Corvairs compared in specifications and performance

1965 CORSA 1965 MONZA 1964 MONZA 1963 700"
Turbocharged Sprint Sprint 4-Door
Convertible Coupe Coupe Sedan

SPECIFICATIONS

YWheelbase .._............ NETN [ 1 JEAT TS Ny T w L xomms mvmns e v 11 | I NEREEEe R —— 108

Overall length ... O |- = 1 F S S LRl crewns nawiimasEn s i £ L 180

Owerall width ............... 1 Er T T S - A ——— &67.5

Height ..., 51,2 i 1.2 SRR % (- SO 51.5

Engine type Air-cooled, flat-opposed six with overhead valves

Bore & stroke e 43294 e, 3.43=2.94 ... .343x2.94 e 3432260

Displacement ........ 164 cu. N .eeeveeieee 164 GUL AL coeeiienns L1E4 eul iR .. 145 G, .

Compression ratio ... 8.25:1 . ... 9.25:1 ... - -~ ) - .B.0:1

Carburetors ... o O T 20-Bbl e 0. 1. ] — 2 1-bbl.

Fuel grade .................... Pramium .....oooooeeeenns Premium ......ccoovuee.o.] Premium .........c..coo Regular

Horsepower . . NS [ | S TR [ PP ASS.... conie et &0

Torgue .................... v i R 202 Ib.ft. ...........128 |b.-ft.

Transmission ... . d-speed ..., Powerglide ................ dspeed ... Powerglide
manual 2 speed & manual Z2-spead &
synchromesh torque converter synchromesh torque converter

Axle ratio RERRUE— . | .} S —————— kB - 3.55:1 ... SRR .7 - |

Curb weight (1B.) ... 2685 . . ..., 2545 P Lo ——— 1

PERFORMAMCE

(Seconds)

080 m.p.h, B ISR, : 1 1 NSRRI PO 20.5

0-80 m.p-h. ..o 2 1o TR S S o T N R LR i o F- (T AL YO ST, 30 .36.7

“40-60 m.p.h. L X e s W v [P " 1 S—— 1

“BO-A0 maph. - e T P S 9.8 BRI ey - 1 ; PR PETTSPREIEN |11

8% YWernile ... 20.2 (90 m.p.h)......... 239 (7B m.p.h). ... 22.3 (85 m.p.h)... 276 (68 m.p.h.)

“In high gear.
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Regular Monthly Meetings are held on the Fourth Wednesday of
every month with a bull session starting at 6:30pm and the meet-
ing starting at 7pm.

The November meeting is traditionally held on the third Wednes-
day. The December meeting is our annual Christmas party with
the time and place to be announced.

MEETING PLACE:

Pizza Hut, 2943 N Campbell, Tucson, Arizona

Board of Director meetings are held at 5:30pm before the regular monthly meeting at the same location in the months
of January, April, July, and October. All members are welcome to attend.

Read this newsletter on line at www.corvairs.orqg

Tucson Corvair Association
4842 \W Paseo de las Colinas
Tucson, AZ 85745
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