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When the edging has been hooked all the
way around, crimp the tangs to hold every-
thing in place. A slit at each nail is
» ‘uired to make a fit. Just before the final
«_ -mping of the metal edge, insert the
repair nails. At some corners, the repair
nail clips will have to be trimmed to fit.
This consists of cutting corners until fully
positioned.

In addition to the fabric, repair nails
and new plastic retainers are needed. It is
suggested that these be ordered before you

start the project. Clark's Corvair Parts
has them.

If the panel is not worth restoring or
a new interior is being installed, the ori-
ginal appearance can be duplicated with the
sewing machine stitching where the heat welds
were made in the original panel. Some
crimped metal buttons can be used to simulate
the original. Some buttons were heat welded,
as on the '63 Monzas. Personally, this has
not been my bag, but a hot iron on the
metal might do the job. Give it a try on
a scrap piece before proceding.

In making a new panel, select a mater-

to match the original, or be prepared
o do the whole interior in matching mater-
ial. Make a pattern from the old panel.
Spray glue plastic urethane foam, not more
than 1/8" thick, to the material. Mark
out the stitch pattern you want, or that
most closely simulates the original.
Stitch along these lines. The foam will
create or recreate the original "puffyness"
that came from the heat welded seam or the
raised insets on the panel board.

If you intend to use carpet material
as a kick panel at the bottom, it is not ad-
visable to make the kick panel area double
thick.

At this point, you have the choice of
glueing the material to the panel or not. If
you do not glue it to the panel, sew the
wrap-over edging to panel in the same manner
as previously described in the restoration
process.

I would suggest that the new material
+~ glued to the panel to avold drooping
;n though door handles, window cranks and
arm rests will hold it in place. All of
these attaching holes must be made prior to
any attaching or fitting operations to
assure proper placement.

The reason for the 1/8" foam backing

rather than a thicker foam is simply that
anything thicker will make the pattern too
puffy, and not allow sufficient space for
window cranks, door handles and grab space
on the arm rests. It's personal, but a
puffy look, to the extreme, takes some
class out of the finished appearance.

Be sure to use new waterproof paper to
seal the door opening. Install it per work-
shop manual.

These tips and suggestions are from
personal experience, and not intended to be
a step-by-step work sheet. If you are in-
clined, it will help you do a job that is
often avoided because of the complexities.

-=GEORGE TILLOTSON

ENGINE FAN BELT TIP

If you have been having trouble recently, as
we have, in finding a suitable replacement

fan belt for your Corvair this tip may have
the answer. :

I've run a Gates belt #8331 for years with
some very hard and very high R.P.M. use with
no problems. Gates No. 8331, however is no
longer available and is replaced by their No.
N8562. 1It's a serrated belt that looks very
similar to 8331 and is what their catalog
recommends for Corvairs. However in the
last several months I've gone through four
of them, experiencing rollover problems the
same as Jim described with the Dayco belt.

I'm now running a Gates No. 7560 with satis-
factory results. The 7560 is 1/16" narrower
and seems to ride in the pully grooves with
better support than the fatter 8562 belt.
This, I think tends to prevent the rollover
problem. Also, No. 7560 is a non-serrated
belt.

The specs on the Gates belts are as follows:

Gates Belt No.
(Preferred) 7560 56" x 3/8" x 380
(Catalogued) N8562 56%" x 7/16" x 38°

It should be noted that the recommended G.
M. belt #3780981 is a 3/8" wide belt. The
G.M. belt is still available through Chev-
rolet dealers.

Other belts for Corvairs can be gotten
through your local NAPA parts dealer, Part
No. 14283 (standard) or Part No. 14284
(optional). We have not tried these belts,
however.
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Have you ever spent three days assembling an
engine, two days installing it, and then found the
rear main seal sitting on the workbench under a
shop rag? Have you ever watched a 7/16-inch
socket carom off the firewall, bank off the ignition
coil and disappear down the distributor hole? Have
you ever broken off a bolt in a brand-new block?
And then broken off the E-Z-Out trying to get the
broken bolt out?

These are just a sampling of the thousands of
character building experiences offered by autormo-
biles. Loosely defined, a character building
experience is an opportunity to display the virtues
of reason and restraint. It is the mark of cool
maturity for a person to dispassionately appraise
a snapped stud or shattered valvespring and calmly
reassure himself, "All things must pass." Such
a saintly acceptance of reality is rare among mecha—
rics. 1 prefer the time-honored technique of dealing
- with setbacks: clutch the closest hammer and beat
on the offending piece until it submits, disintegrates,
or your arm gives out,

Building a car, is an exercise in overcoming
obstacles. If creating unique automobiles was easy,
anyone could do it. This is sorry little consolation
when you're lying on a garage floor sometime making
carburetor gaskets from old shoeboxes because that
was the one thing you forgot to pick up before the
parts house closed,

If character is built through adversity, automo-
biles are a leading instrument of personality deve-
lopment. It requires Buddhist patience, Christian
forgiveness and atheistic abandon to construct a car.
There's more improvisation in the average hot rod
than in a whole streetful of off-Broadway theaters.,
Like most automotive enthusiasts, my ambitions
easily outdistance my resources. This explains why
there's a 50-foot extension cord running from the
laundry room out to the garage—putting in new wiring
is one of those projects that has a perennially sliding
place on the list of priorities. There is a set of pis—
tons baking in the oven, undergoing a home heat
treatment and looking for all the world like eight
aluminum Hungry Jack biscuits through the window
‘n the oven door. The family turkey baster long
igo was converted to a battery filler, the measuring
cups pressed into service cc'ing combustion cham-—

bers and the bathroom scale shanghaied to the garage.

As youngsters, we are constantly admonished by
indulgent relatives, solicitous counselors and pater—
nal parole officers to "learn a trade.”" Get hooked on
cars and your skills will flower beyond their greatest
expectations. It doesn't take too many years for a
member of the car culture to learn his way around a
paint sprayer, a vertical mill or an airfreight ter-—
minal—whatever it takes to get a part painted,
machined or shipped, you do it. It's somehow diffi-
cult to fathom exactly how this makes one a better
person, but surely there must be some reward for
all the hours that a car can consume. If there
wasn't, we'd have to invent one.

Rick Voegelin

(EDITOR'S NOTE: This amusing article is
borrowed from North Texas Corvair Assn's
“Transaxle Telegraph", who borrowed it
from Cincinnatl CC "Negative Camber" who
picked it up from Car Craft.)
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For a bountiful table....for
a home to share..eceeo

A

For kindred to love....for
friends to cherish;

For healthy exerclise and i
simple pleasures....

For unexpected joys....and
sorrows as well;

For a place to fill...and
work to do...

For hobbies...and the strength
to pursue them.....

In our busy-ness we forget--but

FATHER, WE THANK THEE!

] Amen.
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