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I was glancing through some old Hot Rod magazines the other day
and I came upon a few interesting articles. How about a Corvair Fun;y
Car? Ran the quarter mile in 7 seconds at 190 mph. It's a fact--of
course it was powered by a blown injected 427 Chevy engine. A 1963
edition of Hot Rod contained an article explaining the advantages of
using 4, 6, or 8 carburetors on Corvairs for quick additional horse-
power, When you used the 8 carb setup, the venturi diameter was only
3/4 of an inch. The experimentation in carburetors was initiated to
overcome the deficiencles of the stock Rochester. Seems the lack of a
power jet system and the single main jet caused the mixture to become
leaner as the engine RPM increased. The six carb modification pro-
duced an additional 23 horsepower with only a few changes to the
intake manifold.

A 1965 issue of Motorcade contained an article authored by Bill
Fisher that reflected some of the information found in his book--
"How to Hotrod a Corvair". The exciting thing about the article was the
minimal cost assoclated with modifying the Corvair engine. However, a
trip to your local parts supplier in September 1978:wlll bring you back
to the real world. His suggestions and recommendations are still appro-
oriate today and for those who do not have his book, I recommend it.
The title might be a bit misleading because the book is perhaps one
of the best single source documents for maintaining the Corvair engine.

Here'e one to talk about. Does it take more power to operate the
blower fan with the cooling air outlet doors open or closed? It takes
3 HP to power the fan at 4000 RPM with the doors closed and 9 HP when
they are open. Moral: Don't prop the doors open or you're wasting
horsepower. 1In addition, cold starts with the doors propped open in-
crease warm-up time, curtail needed lubrication and eventually reduce
engine 1ife. I believe Bill Fisher!!!

In the April, 1964 issue of Hot Rod, GM had a full page ad with
the picture of a Spyder coupe. The caption under the picture stated
"You Couldn't Get an Automatic if You Trled". Well, enough of the
crew-cuts, Marlins and Cudas. They're gone....but the Corvair is alive
and well. Let's keep it that way.

--FRANK McKENNA


















