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HHAT®S DOIN®' ON CARS
BY John North

The past month, for the author,
has been filled with preparation
of a car-Lakewood-for the Detroit
National CORSA convention. The
mechanical work was complete two
months ago. What remained was the
interior paint and upholstery.

The painting was a new experience
that came with practice by following
printed and not often understood
instructions. The most difficult

was refinishing a steering wheel with
a paint that would be tough and
durable. The job wound up with a
urethane enamel from a spray can.
Mistakes were made in application,
including trying to put on too much
at one time before the paint could
flash off (to the uninitiated that
means dry on the surface long enough
to prevent a build up of paint that
cannot set up). The soluction came
by baking in the vven at about 150
degrees for a period of more than
eight hours. L1t's not perfect but

it sure is better than it was. The
inevitiable cracks at the spoke roots
was filled with bondo whidh in 100
degree weather set up so fast that
the spatula stuck fast in mid stroke.

This taught that a very minimum of
hardener is needed when it is hot.
Less that a match head spot in a
large marble size chunk.

No matter how far ahead you plan
you must take into account that
the upholsterer may not have

your enthusiasm, nor the skill to
do a custom job, even with drawings
and instructions. No amount of
urging can get these types moving
and all sorts of construction
discrepancies will cause anguish

to the point of a psychotic trauma.
The lesson? Know your upholsterer
and see as much of his work as
possible. wselect your fabrics,
leave enough time for him and make:
sure that when you take the job in
that he hasn't any other responsi-
bilities or attitude that will
prevent his finishing in good

time. The smallest detail cannot._
be overlooked,

The author is so inclined to have
a written contract with severe
enough penaliies that will insure
a competant job done on time.
Make sure that you try to include
no payments until the job is done,
even if you have to put the money
in esgcrow to assure payment when
the job is done.

gnough of that!

while time has been precious to

the author the past month, there
has been enough of it to cure dirty
idle circuits on carbs, poor oper-
ation due to worn out points and .
points burned by severe blowby,



























