














YRl Do’ sy e

(Corvairs....that is)

. The New Year has begun with a lot of
wrenching among the doers of the TCA.
Holidays seem to make the julces flow,
resulting in a spate of activity among
our members, Some cars have been re-
turned to service; others have been saved
from the crusher and thelr rare and
valuable parts "squlrreled away" for
future needs.

A disvosal sale offered 5 cars and
a shell. As of the time this is written,
2 of the cars are now running and licensed,
and the "shell"™ has been parted out.

Don Chastain picked up a "44 4 dr.
that had been idle for more than 5 years,
A Tueson car from new, it had been
driven until it stopped.

Bryan Lynch bought a *65 2 dr.
Monza--white with red pinstriving, air,
and a sterso setup,

Member J.N. and prosvective member
brnie Alloy parted out the remains of a
'63 Monza--getting some good glass, seats,
and 2 buekets of nuts and bolts. Don't
laugh--nuts and bolts are sometimes
vecullar to Corvairs.

Ernie picked up a *61 Monza with
an sarly turbo installed. HNot runing yet,
but he's willing to trade for a “rag-top".

Dave Stafford returned to school after
a major job on his '63 convert. Power
train dropped, transaxle split away, snout
revlaced, seals in bell housing and pilot
bushing and clutch disc replaced, rear
wheel bearing replaced and a tweaked tune~
uv done. He got 28.5 MPG on trip back to
Texas at 60 per.

Frank McKenna prepared a front sus-
pension for his Spyder restoration, but
then decided to put it into his *64
convert. A test hop proved to be so much
more quiet on the road that noises from
the rear led him to dip-stick the diff.

He was shocked to find the oil level was
low, Her serviced it, and a check on the
road again showed the noise was still there
and the oll was low again. Visiting com-
padres DonJonCo (Chastain and North) took

a ride and pointed the finger at rear

axle bearings. A floor jack and 10 mine
utes later, the offenders were confirmed.. -
Fortunately for Frank, his axles for the
Spyder were ready, and they were selected
for the replacement. While he was at it,
Frank just had to check out that transaxle.
He drovped the power train and split the
gear box away. He found that a previous
fexpert'® had used silicone sealer on the
gaskel surfaces in an exuberant manner. A
big blob had practleally filled the drain-
back hole from the tranny which lead to

the false reading on the axle dipstick. Of
course the oll would get back either thru
the bearing or overnight. Lucky guy, Frank!
Apparently the problem was dlagnosed and
repaired in time...but when is the Spyder
going to get its parts back?

On that *64 4 dr. that Don Chastain
picked up.se..the car was filthy from
being under a tree for 5 years, and the
engine was cruddy to say the least. The
magie touch of DonCo coaxed the avparent
corpse to life, only to find a bad plug,

a bad plug wire, and a broken rocker arm.
The push rod had been installed upside

downee.so it got no lubrication. Followed .
by carb fires.

(eon't, next ovage)



Pat Hayhurst finally fixed the snapved
cluteh cable on his '66 Corsa. Yes, it
falled at the usual location. Right at the
ball that slips into the slot on the pedal
~hgft. DBelisve it or not, a plece of
~ ass (plumbing fixture) a couple of set
screws and a relaxing of the cable adjusting
screw made the thing work. Pat still has
work to do on the turbo installation before
full power can be realized from his hot
buildup. (See Tech Tip elsewhere in this
issue on how you can do it yourself.)

JeN., the author of this missive,
found out the hard way what it costs these
days to get a bonded title. The bond was for
a '63 Spyder that was without a clear lineage,
DMV uses the formula of 13 times original
selling price to determine the value of the
car for bonding purposes. It seems that
special interest cars are of particular in-
terest when it comes o would-be claimers,
and the volicy has been handed down from
Phoenix, WOW! The bond, towing and title
cost more than the barren shell, And 1
do mean barren., It had no power train, no
wiring harness of any descriotion, the instru-
ment panel was gone, along with the glove
box and door, the glass, front and back
broken or horribly scratched from rooftop
1iders, and the interior was something to
...ehold. Was it worth 1t? That remains to
be seen. A 110 has been installed and it's
running. The entire undercarriage has been
concoursed., Now what?

Speaking of conaours..reports from
Phoenix that a member there found a buyer for
a winner at the San Dliego willing to part
with $10,000 for a Spyder convert, and $2 500
for the trailer to haul it back Bast! Now
don't get the idea that yours is worth that
much. It may be that no other Corvair in
existence can command that kind of money.

Tt takes a car in exceptional condition and
a willing buyer to put up the dough. It
takes a good deal of brass, in my opinlon, to
think the car was worth it.

Dave Stafford returned to school after
a major job on his 463 convert. Fowsr
train dropped, transaxle split away, snout
replaced, seals in bell housing and pilot
bushing and clutch disc replaced, rear
wheel bearing replaced and a tweaked
tuneup done. He got 28,5 MPG on trip

““back to Texas at 60 per.
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Incidentally, Dave had a rear wheel
bearing that had been designed with a
straight single row ball bearing instead
of the usual double row, self aligning
roller bearing which is stock for early
models. The number on the bearing was
correct. A simllar replacement was offered
by the vendor but was refused on counsel.
An investigation is still going on as to
whether the manufacturer made a mistake
or the bearing will really work without
problems. Does anyone know 4if the selfw-
alligning feature of the early model is
absolutely needed? Your answer would
be appreciated.

Numerous other consultations have
taken place with other Corwair owners,
and work has progressed on a couple of
non-member cars to the point where the

enthusiasts are expected on the membership
roster soon,

With all this Corvair activity during
and immediately following the holidayse-
one might conclude that what we need is
more holidays!!

Until next month...Adlos.

- AUTO
SUPPLY, Inc.

BEST VALUES IN TOWN!!

TUCSON'S
ORIGINAL
DISCOUNTER

‘OPEN 7 DAYS

MON.-FRLL.9AM -9PM /SAT. 9AM -8PM
SUNDAY 9 AM. -6 P.M.
MOST HOLIDAYS 10 AM. TO 2 P.M.

DOING YOUR OWN TUNE-UP?
DOIHG YOUR OWN BRAKE JOB?
REPLACING A WATER PUMP ... CARBURETOR?
AT JAY'S DA-NITE WE'LL HELP YOU DO IT RIGHT!
WE CATER TO THE PERSON WHO DOES '
Hi8 OWN SERVICE & REPAIRS.
OUR PARTS COUNTERMEN ARE PROS ....
THEY ARE KNOWLEDGEABLE &
COURTEQUS. THEY'RE ON THE JOB
TO HELP YOU. :
5 TUCSON STORES TO SERVE YOU

4UZE GRANT | 57266 SPDWY | 14FSW PRCE | 1618 S CRAVCROST| 42275 6TH
80 BLem 0 0 A
327-5991 745-1414 #87.8063 790-2801 3885771
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