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Detroit, Michigan was the logical place
to celebrate the 10th anniversary of the
demise of the Corvair. We were blessed
with good weather and the accommodations at
the Michigan Inn were excellent.

If numbers impress you, here are a few
of the statistics. Over 150 Corsa members
attended the convention with the Saturday
night banquet seating 850 plus diners.

The GM assembly line tour was such a
huge success that additional GM people were
asked to work overtime to oblige our numbers.

Talk about Corvairs-~have you ever seen
290 Corvairs in one parade? Well, that was
the number of Corvairs that caravanned from
the Michigan Inn to the GM Tech Center on
Saturday morning! That computes to blocking
every major intersection enroute for 12 min-
utes! I imagine the people of Detroit knew
that Corsa was in town.

The Concours judging took place at the
GM Tech Center, and on display were several
models of Corvair prototypes--i.e., Super
Spyder, Monza GT, and Electrovair. Exciting
cars that generated nostalgic thoughts of

what might have been. A few lucky members were

allowed to drive or ride in these cars, and
the sound of them negotiating the straight-

aways and corners of the Tech Center reminded

one of the Grand Prix racing.

The cars competing in the Concours were
exceptional. I've heard many stories about
the drastic consequences of exposure to salt
and snow, cars rusted out up to the windows,
etc.; however, very few of these cars were

in evidence. Most appeared to have been kept

in heated garages since new, and only driven

on warm sunny days. That is probably a facetious
statement because I do realize the time, money

and dedication that is required to restore a
concours car,

There were many immaculate interiors and

exteriors in addition to the stock versions.

If I were going to show a car outside,
I would select the color RED. None looked
better than the RED ones,

One of the high points of Saturday's
activities was the first public showing
of the GM film "Car on Trial". This film
was originally produced by GM to familiar-
ize and educate their lawyers in areas that
were alien to their formal law training--
i.e., understeer, oversteer, "G" forces,
tuck-under, response characteristics, etec.,
so they could proverly defend the Corvair
in the liability suits that arose shortly
after the Corvair's introduction. The
film was 13 hours in length, and viewers
were on the edge of their seats throughout
the showing. The chief narrator was Mr.
Winchell, now Vice President of GM and
Director of GM’Engineering Staff, and our
guest speaker at the banquet that night.

For those of us who have any fears
about the safety of the early model Cor-
vairs, viewing this film would completely
dispel them. Every aspect of the Corvair's
supposedly unsafe handling characteristics
was investigated in detail. None were
proven. The results of the subsequent
court decisions verify that fact.

Saturday night was awards and banquet
night, and the inadequacies in the menu
were made up by the Guest speaker, Mr.
Winchell. He recapped the litigation
that GM was involved in during the defense
of the Corvair. Those of us who had viewed
the film that afternoon could really
identify with his presentation. Needless

to say, 1t was the high point of the
convention,

Following Mr. Winchell's presentatice-
the Concours results were announced. No
done as professionally as in San Diego,
but the same excitement and appreciation
was exhibited by the winners. I would
like to see everyone win an award since
each entry reflects the culmination of
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