
TUCSON CORVAIR ASSOCIATION TJJ.CSON, ARIZONA 


'-. 

J UNE 1 98 1 




TUCSON CORVAIR ASSOCIA nON 

CORVAIRSATION IS A MONTHLY NEWSLETTER PRINTED FOR THE MEMBERS OF 
THE TUCSON CORVAIR ASSOCIATION AND OTHERS INTERESTED IN THE PRE
SERVATION AND RESTORATION OF THE CORVAIR AUTOMOBILE. THE TUCSON 
CORVAIR ASSOCIATION IS A CHARTERED CHAPTER OF CORSA, [CORVAIR 
SOCIETY OF AMERICA,] AND MEMBERS OF THE TUCSON CORVAIR ASSOC
IATION ARE REQUIRED TO JOIN AND MAINTAIN MEMBERSHIP IN CORSA. 

MONTH LY MEETINGS ARE HELD REGULARLY ON THE 4TH WEDNESDAY OF EACH 
MONTH. ONE ADDITIONAL SOCIAL AND/OR TECHNICAL EVENT IS HELD EACH 
MONTH. DETAILS PUBLISHED IN THE NEWSLETTER. 

DUES FOR TUCSON CORVAIR ASSOC IATI ON MEMBERSHIP ARE $9 .00 PER YEAR 
PLUS AN ADDITIONAL FEE OF $2.50 UPON INITIAL JOINING. FOR FAMILY 
MEMBERSHIPS ADD $1.00 PER YEAR. CORVAIR SOCIETY OF AMERICA MEM
BERSHIP IS $14.00 PER YEAR AND IS ACCOMPLISHED DIRECTLY BETWEEN 
INDIVIDUALS AND CORSA AT P.O. BOX 2488, PENSACOLA, FL 32503. 

DEADLINE FOR ALL ADS, TECH TIPS, ARTICLES, COLUMNS, ETC. IS THE 
15TH OF EACH MONTH. CONTRIBUTIONS ARE SOLICITED AND SHOULD BE 
SENT TO: CORVAIRSATlON EDITOR, 2355 MIRAVAL SEGUNDO, TUCSON, AZ. 
85718. NO COPY CAN BE RETURNED. 

CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING IS FREE TO MEMBERS, AND $2.00 PER 4 LINE 
AD TO NON-MEMBERS. COPY SHOULD BE MAILED TO THE EDITOR AT ADDRESS 
ABOVE. COMMERCIAL ADVERTISING IS ARRANGED THRU GORDON CAUBLE, 5950 
NORTH CAMINO ARIZPE, TUCSON, AZ 85718. PH: 602-299-1122 .. 
PRESIDENT: EDITOR: 
DON BORTLE 
9202 EAST ROBERTO 
TUCSON, AZ 85710 
602-298-4166 
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TUCSON, AZ 85719 820 East Adelaide Dr. 
602-327-4469 Tucson, AZ 85719 
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TUCSON CORVAIR ASSOCIATION 

Regular Meeting May 27, 1 98 1 

Meeting was called to order by President Don Bortle at 7 :53 pm at 

the Village Inn Pizza Parlor. Present: 42. 


First time atenddes introduced themselves. 


Minutes of the April 22, 1981 meeting were approved as they 

appeared in the May Corvairsation. 


Don Mattingly reported that $30.32 was realized for the April-May 

can project period. 


Don Bortle reminded those present of the National Convention in 

Denver July 29 - August 1. 


Don Bortle announced that the Tuc son Jr. Chamber of Commerce has 

invited TCA to participate in the July 4th car show at the Tucson 

drag stip, to be held in conjunction with their fireworks. Any

one interested should contact him. 


Mickie Schnur announced current items for sale, some of which are : 

golf shirts, T shirts, license plate frams and name tags. 


Frank McKenna reported that there will be a TCA swap-meet & picnic 

Sunday, June 14th at Jesse Owens Park between Noon and 5:00 pm. 

It was emphasized that in addition to Corvair items that non-

auto items would be welcome for the swap-meet. 


Frank McKenna also reported that TCA could have an outing at 

Justin's water hole Sunday evening, July 19. Facilities have been 

greatly expanded there to accommodat e many people. Two groups are 

already scheduled for that evening. The fee is $500.00, but if 

three groups signed up the cost would be approximately $167.00 for 

each group. 


Intermission, door prize and grab bag followed. Doners were 

Barney's and TCA. 


Gordon Cauble spoke about the Corvair mini-convention in Virginia 

while which he attended while in the Richmond area recently. 


Pat Hayhurst encouraged mambers to participate in next year's 

mini-convention in Phoenix and pointed out that much advanced 

preparation is necessary. 


For Sale & Wanted items were announced. 


Meeting adjourned at 9:42 pm . 


Respectfully submitted, 

JL~~ 
Georgia Lewis 
Recording Secretary 
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EDITOR WANTED 

DUE TO AN EXTREMELY HEAVY WORK LOAD IN OUR RESPECTIVE CAREERS, 

THE PRESENT EDITORS OF THE NEWSLETTER CAN NO LONGER CONTINUE ON THE 
PAPER. THE AUGUST ISSUE MUST BE OUR LAST ISSUE SO WE NEED A VOLUN
TEER TO EDIT THE SEPTEMBER ISSUE. WE HAVE ENJOYED WORKING ON THE 
NEWSLETTER, BUT NOW IT IS TIME FOR SOMEONE NEW TO TRY THEIR HAND 
AT BEING AN EDITOR. WE WANT TO THANK EVERY ONE WHO CONTRIBUTED TO 
THE NEWSLETTER MAKING OUR JOB EASIER. WE SHALL BE EAGER TO SEE WHO 
THE NEW EDITOR WILL BE,AND PROMISE TO HELP THEM GET A GOOD START IN 
SEPTEMBER. 

FROM THE SALES CORNER 

IF YOU BOUGHT YOUR CLARK'S CATALOGUES FROM TCA, THE NEW SUPPLE
MENT #3 IS NOW IN AND CAN BE PICKED UP AT THE SALES CORNER AT NO 
EXTRA CHARGE TO YOU. 

THE LATEST SALES ITEM IS THE AMERICAN CORVAIR CATALOGUE. 

GOING TO THE DENVER CONVENTION? LET 'EM KNOW WHERE YOU ARE FROM! 
CAPS, GOLF SHIRTS, T-SHIRTS & LPF'S. JULY MEETING IS YOUR LAST 
CHANCE TO PURCHASE THESE ITEMS FOR THE CONVENTION! 

FINANCIAL STATEMENT 

BALANCE 5-01-81 ---- $905.13 
INCOME 229.85 
OUTGO 216.83 

BALANCE 6-01-81 ---- $919.15 '---
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81 Corsa Convention News 

Rl(ally to the Rockies" 


Only one P.lore month to go and Rocky Lountain 
Corsa h0pes to see all of you here . at the 
F ~.:criott Hotel. Rocky Hountain -Jo rsa has 
worked very hard to give 'you our "uests a 
varied and pretty busy sched~le. 0 , 

Let us recap all ·of the proceedings, just in' 
case you forgot. 

Wednesday, July 29 will open with registration 
beginning at 9:00am until 8:00pm. The vendors 
will be setting up and open for business dur
ing those same hours. Most important for all 
of you that will be showing your car's, the 
concourse classification will be held from 
9 :00am-4:00pm. There will be a concourse 
participants meeting at 9:00am in Salon 1. 
The hospitality suite will be open in case 
you need some assistance or just a cup of 
coffee from 9:00am-8:00pm. For those of you 
who are thirsty, the COORS tour will start at 
6 :00pm. 

Thursday, July 30 will have registration open from 9 :00a~-4:00pm, ven
dors will be open most of the day. bus tours will be available, tech 
sessions will begin, a Western fashion show will be held in the after
noon, and most important, the conc ourse judging will take place from 
9:00am-4:00pm. In the evening, a western dance and bar-b-que will 
finish the night. 

Friday, July 31, registration will again be open, the vendors will be 
selling parts, the hospi tali ty suite will be s.erving coffee and donuts, 
tech sessions will be held, dealing in parts failures among other as
pects of technical nature and a mountain car tour will take place. The 
big highlites for Friday will be the autocross and gymkhana. These will 
be held in CDR raceway, south of Denver and as previously discussed 
stories will show is the perfect place for an autocross and gymkhana. 
An evening car tour will round out another busy day. 

Saturday, Aug 1 will be the day you try to cram everything into that 
did not get done before. For those of you who would like see Colorado 
Springs, the Pikes Peak Corvair Club will take you on a tour of the Air 
Force Academy and some of the mos t beautiful scenery in the entire USA. 
The Rally will aslo take place on that day and that route to o will have 
excellent mountain scenes. Finally, we get to the banquet, the awardin 
of trophies for concourse, autocross, gymkhana, and rally. Best of all 
we will be entertained by guest speaker Doug Roe of Phoenix, Arizona . 
Doug Roe was among the most suc cessful of e orvair competitors in the 
early days of the Corvair and still today works with turbochargers and 
GM products. He even helped with the 1981 Indy 500 pace car (Buick). 
He should be an entertaining and interesting speaker. The Master of 
ceremonies for the banquet will be Christy Barden. 
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FRA NKLY SPEAKING \ 

Don Bortle is away this month so I thought I would take this opp
ortunity to remind everyone about the CORSA National Convention one more 
time. The dates are 29 July - 1 August and the place is Denver, Colorado, 
almost next door. Next year the convention will be heading East so this 
will be our last chance for a while to join in the comraderie and fellow
ship that prevails at the National Convention. You will be able to put 
names from the monthly Communiques with the faces an4 really enjoy the 
full meaning of CORSA membership. 

So far we have about eight firm nameS that will attend and four 
maybes. It is not too late to obtain reservations, so reshuffle yoursched
ule and join " THE RALLY TO THE ROCKIES " 

GLOVE BOX by Fra nk Mc Kenna 

Have you been confused about tire sizes and tire pressures? Well I 
have , and I recently found an article in the March 1979 Communique wr
itten by Dave Newell that traced the history of the Corvair tire. Sizes 
are as follows I 
60 -65 Cars 6.50 X 13 • B78/13 66 - 69 7.00 X 13 .. C78/13
Vans, Pickups, Greenbriers 7.00 X 14 • C78/14 

I hope you took the time to read the article found elsewhere in 
this issue concerning tire pressures. After reading the article, how 
many of you knew just what your Corvair tire pressure should b." Well, 
for those without that decal inside your glovebox door read on. 
All Cars Front Rear Vans. Pickups ,Etc. Front Rear 
Cold IS psi 26-28 psi Cold 24 psi 30-34 psi 
Hot 18" 30-32" Hot 28" 35-39" 

Things to remember about tire pressuresl 1. Check pressures when tires 
are cold. 2. Spare tire should be inflated to rear tire pressure, if used 
on front bleed off alittle pressure. 3. Higher than normal pressures can 
cause oversteer. 4. If you are buying new tires or having yours rotated 
tell the serviceman the pressure you want in the front and rear tires. 
Odds are that he doesn't know. 



TIRE TUNE-UP 

UNOER-INFLA110N LEAV5 
TO INCREASED TIRE 

FLEXING. HeAT BUILD-UP 

AND UNNECE$~AI'{'{ 

WEAR ON 11-1E OUTER 

TREAt'S. OVe;I':-INFLA110N 
INCREASE5 SUSCEPTI
BILITY TO ROAD DAMAGE. 
MAG1'I\I=\E~ ~OAt' SHOCKS 
RESULl1NG> IN PA5%N&E1< 
DISCOMFORT. AND ALLOWS 
FOR EXCESSIVE WEAR IN 
~E CENTER 01" 1).4E 
TREAD. 

FOR YOUR SAF£1V AS 
Wel..L AS YOUR 8UDGET 
NADEQUATE TIRe; CARE 
OSTS CONSUMERS ~ 250 MILLION ANNUALLV) 

nlE CAR CARE COUNCIL 
SUGGESTS YOU CHECK 
YOUR TIRE PReSSURe 
A!50UT ONce A weEK 

. AN D BE-FO..:e ANV 
eXTeNoeo TRIP. 

41 

60 - 66 TRUNK SPLATTER PAINT T I P 

DUPONT #389- 195 GRAY WORKS VERY WELL AND I S EXTREME LY CLOSE TO 
OR I GINAL. I US ED A BINKS MODEL 18 SYPHON GUN WITH THE FL UID AD
JUSTMENT FUl.L OP EN AND THE FAN ADJUSTED TO ABOUT 3"/ TH E PAINT 

'-. MUST BE THINNED BY 25% WITH WATER. 

KP ETE SUCHY, SAN DIEGO CO RVA IR CLUB " VAIRMAI L" 
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PRE-CONVENTION GM PARTS SALE 

Cheok these prl.ces on ORIGINAL Gl1 PARTS that 
we were going to offer in Denver 1 

1965-69 Speedo Cable & Casing $19.95 

1961-69 Fuel Pump !NEW) $15. 95 

1962-69 Primary Carb (Rebuilt) $2~.95 

1962-69 Carb VacuUlll Break ,~ :3.95 

1960-69 Carb Overhn~l Kit(major)$5.95 

1960-69 GM AC Oil Pilter 

1961-63 Air Filt~rs (pair) $9.95 ,
'- 

19 6~-69 Air Filter $·L95 

1962-66 TC Air Filter $7.9f. 

UPS SHIPPING - Plea·Ae add ~2. to orders 

under ~1O. Over $10. add 

20% to orser total. 


C CORVAIR 
) __ .. _~~~:&Acce5~9rle:_ ___ 

BILL COTROFELO$2. AUTOMOTIVE ENTERPRISES 

REPA IR SHOP: '- 8 02-362 -3 15 7 

1 A . 
:r.
[ 0 . 
··il .,...... , <

~. 
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http:Kit(major)$5.95


Reprinted from Coraa Oommun1gues, February, 1973~_ 


Corvair flywheel problems & remedi., 

'- lfter , rebuilding and installing e l40HP en

' gln~ ln my Corveiro a rattling sound from the 


, 	 eng<ne gave me ~ause for alarm. At first I 

thought it to be crankshaft bearings but' 

closer inspection showed it to be a ~oisy 

flywheel. When your Corvnir developes a new 

rattle. I suggest a check for a noisy fly

wheel be,made. It ,might save you needlessly 

d1smaDtl1ng an eng1ne •••••••• David Stevenson,
Lasalle. Quebec 

A rattling flywheel noise is not 80 unusual 
on the Corvair since its tlywheel is ot three 
piece construction. A steel spring plate
which bolts to the crankshaft hub is riveted 
between an outer steel ring and tbe cast iron 
face clutch side. Due to wear and use, thes! 
rivets can work loose and rattla. The rat 
tling will become noticeable when the engine 
is turning over at idle and between shifta 
during gear changes. Although the racket 
aounds pretty ' scary. it will aerve as an 
early warning signal to have repairs made. 
Naturally it will get worse if left unat
tended. but you usually can drive the car 
while w81ting on "garage time". You'll 
probably be surprised at the condition ot the 
offending flywheel. wondering how so much 
racket could be made by what appears to be on 
casual inspection a normal flywheel. Unless 
the flywheel is in really bad condition. 
little looseness at the rivets will be ap

0-	 parent. At engine speeds, any looseness 
oecomes loudly apparent ••••••••••• Jim Bradley 

" !.oose flywheel l'ivets car. be veritie.i by in
serting a pry bar between the bell housing 
and the flywheel. with the engine out. and 
gently prying to determine if any movement 
takes place. Various points on the flywheel \. 
should be tried. The rivets can be hammered 
tight. but if done. balance will be groasly
incorrect due to flywheel movement ot the 
tlex plate. The best aolution is to take 
the entire assembly to a balancer. have the 
flywheel put on balance. and then edge weld 
the three pieces together at the rivets. The 
flywheel is then rebalanced and the pressure 
plate assembly rebalanced to the flywheel.
Cost should be about a20 for all welding and 
balancing. It's also a good idea to have any 
"junkyard" flywheel checked tor wobble and 
bala~ced as nec.asary•••••••••• Doraey Reaser, 
Baltimore. HD 

FollOWing is the way I solve the flywhe.l 
loose rivet problem. I've used this method 
several times and it seems to Bolve the 
problem. Of course the engine assembly muat 
be removed for this repair. With the engine 
on 	 8 stand or on the floor. remove the trans
axle and clutch pressure plate ~ disc. but 
leave the flywheel on temporarily. Fabricate 
a pointer from an old coat hanger or piece ot 
Bcrap metal and mount this to ODe ot the 
tranaaxle mounting b~lt holes at the flywheel 
end or toe engine. Adjust the pointer .0 
that it just toucbes the outer edge of the'- flywheel. By roteting the engiDe and adjust
ing the pOinter you can locate the high aide 
of the flywheel (it has to have shifted ott 
center to cause the vibration). The flywheel 
can usually be tapped on the high side with a 

hammer and r~center~d. When recentered 
carefully remove the flywbeel and peen two 
opp~s1ng rivets to tighten the flywheel.
Replace tho flywheel on the crankshaft and 
recnock for centering. ·tapping again if 
necessary~ If ce~tered OK. remove the fly
Wheel agaln and tlghten all rivets by 
peenlng them. After double checking again
I arc weld four or six evenly spaced spots' 
around the circumference of the flywheel.
trYlng to catch all thr.e pieces witb the 
weld. The weld must not be allowed to 
build up as clearance is critical. Remount 
the flywheel and rotate to cheCk tor clear
ance, grinding off any higb spots as neces
sary. The clutch can now be asaembled and 
and the disc centered. The starter can be 
mounted without the traDsaxle by using two 
stacks of flat washers equal in thickness 
to the transaxle mvunting flang•• between 
the starter and housing. Connect a battery 
to the starter, a hot wire to the coil. and 
a rubber hose from the fuel pump teed line 
to a gas can. Start the engine making sure 
the fan is turning. Run the engine slowly
through all RPM ranges checking for vibrat
ion. This is a aure fire check for engine 
balance. It's also a good time to adjuat
valves. Bet timing. etc. This job takes a 
little time but is cheap and permanent tor 
a tlywheel fix ••• Bruce Hendricks. Mason. OB 

Corsa clock repair . To remove the clock 
from the dash panel. first remove the screws 
securing the instrument panel to the dash
board thus allowing the panel to hang tree. 
On the clock face. remove the adjusting knob 
with a small screwdriver. At the =.~ c! 
the clock. remove two small bolts and the 
wiring connection. The clock can now be re
moved trom the rear of the panel. Care
fully bend back the tabs which Secure the 
dust cover. Be careful. those tabs are 
fragilel Take a close look at the contact 
pointsl make sure tbey're aligned and not 
pitted. A small file or sandpaper should 
clean up any pitting. Be certain any
ahavings from pOint filing are out of the 
mechanism. Clean the mechanism with lighter
fluid or a good electrical cleaner (CRe CO 
Contact Cleaner is one brand). To adjust
time there is a regulator attached to the 
stationary end of the balance wheel: for
ward is faster, reverse is slower. If you
do 	adjust time with the clock out ot the 
cart make sure it's done with the clock 
held in a vertical poaition. If you don't 
you may find the clock doesn't run accu
rately when installed in the dash•••••• Walt 
Tanski, Albany. NY & Gene SantaMaria. Phil 
adelphia. PA 

Spark plU5 installation I've skinned 
tlngsrs and c,uased trYlng to install spark
plugs wltbo'lt dropping or cross threading
them. Now 1 use a 4" piece ot 1/8" ID 
rubber vacuum hose slipped over the outer 
electrode to hold. align. and turn the plug
until it is Btart~d a couple of turns. 
Pull off the rubber hose and tinish in
stalling with your socket wrench ••••••••••• 
Herle King. ~Ionroeville. PA 
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CORVAIR 

TOMORROWS CAR BUILT YESTERDAY -' 


575< E. 18th S!. 
:ruCSOB. AI 8S7ll 

DAJI &JAl! KATT!I!GLY 

ONE OF AMERICA'S 
BEST I 

ODODODODODODODOD. 

+ 


TUNE-UPS ENGINE RESEALING 

ENGINES R~BUILT AIR CONDITION1NG 
1,% OFF PARTS 

BARNEY~S AUTO SERVICE 

3029 North Alvernon Way

8ti1-1315 

T~A MEMBERS KNOW .•••••• IT'S THE PLACE TO GO II 
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AUTOJfRRY-----. SUPPLY 
Inc. 

BI~HOP A Tucson Compan),••• 
Servln8 Tucson! 

We Love Corv.ir. ~F~ 
- We Have Many

I 

1880-1888 Corvair Part• .. . 
,100 

K_'-dgooble. Court-.. Caun'-. IS WRECKING OUT OVER CORVAIRS on duty to IIeIp you1r 

AT 4260 EAST ILLINOIS, 748 - 1444 
 WE CATER TO THE... 

" DO-IT·YOURSELF MECHANIC" 

411 2 E GRANT
JERRY BISHOP ' S TOWING & SALVAGE 327·5991 

1618 S. CRAYCROFT
5724 E SPEEDWAY 

790-2801 

4227 S. 6TH 
1475 W PRINCE 

889-5771
&87-8063 

00 D-O O-O~D G-OH3H3CH30D CH300 

CORVAIR PARTS: 
When you own a distinctive automobile like the corvair, parts and accesso· 
ries are important. You can't keep your car running withOut them. And 
because they're important to you, they're important to us. Matthews 

Chevrolet still maintains an extensive inventory of Corvair Parts and . accesso 
ries, and our service department continues to service all models of Corvalrs 
with tender loving care. Honestly! MATTHEWe 

CHEVROLET 
HONORARY 

22nd & parkMEMBER: 
TUCSON 792-3950 
CORVAIR PARTS DEPT. OPEN 

ASSOCIATION 7:00 6:00 
11 MON - FRI 
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-- VILLA,(aE INN PIZlA. 

Z2S~1 
5133 E. 22nd Street 

790-6732 

TUCSON CORVAIR ~SSOCIATION REGULAR MONTHLY MEETING 

): T I ME : JUNE 24TH,. 5: 30 PM; MEAL SERVED @ 7: 30 PM 

" PLACE: VILLAGE INN PIZZA, 511.3 EAST 22ND STREET. 

.. MENU: SPAGETTI, PIZZA, RAV r;OLl, SALAD BAR, AND DESERT . 

.. PRICE: ADULTS $2.40, CHILDREN UNDER 12 $1.89 . 


---- .. FOLD-------------·---------_~FOl,.D~---

COMING 
EVENTS: 
Regular meeting on the 4th Wednesday of each month. 

Board meeting on the Wednesday fo l lowing the regular meeting. 

THERE WILL N0 MID-MONTH ACTIVITY IN J ULY. 


