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The Prez Se2.....

¥o business transacted at the board of governors meeting, as we had
no quorom, That's one way to save money-- Speaking of saving money, 1
want to publicly reiterate my thanks, and the thanks of the entire TCA,
to Don Schnurr for his gratis printing of our newsletter, His continued
efforts on the clubs behalf is almost totally responsible for the robust
status of our treasury. Alas, all good things must come to an end, and
Don informs me that we will shortly have to make other arrangements for
printing the Corvairsation, Lou Lage, our editor, is locking into new
printing arrangements, and will keep us informed.

I'm looking forward to the Sept. trip tc Rose Canyon. It's been a
long year so far, and a relaxing day spent on Mt, Lemmon will really hit
the spét.

TIs anyone rebuilding anything out there? If so, let us know ~ we
would like to do a picture story on “cars in progress”, and maybe have
a before and after file on club cars. If you already have before and
after pictures, let Lou Lage know and we can include them, too.

Keep those fan belts loose - See you next time.

Ed Sanford

TCA MEMBERSHIP EXPIRATIONS

AUGUST SEPTEMBER
Barney Goodwin David Stafford
Ron & Phillis Richmond Don Robinson
David Martin John Roach
Patricia & Milton Stanfill John B. Richtars
Wilbur Ray

Robson Pratt
David & Gail Albani

Renewals are $9 for single and $10 for family. Checks payable
to Tucson Corvair Association may be mailed to Georgia Lewis,
Membership Chairman, 6657 E. 17th, Tucson 85710.

The following have been removed from the membership roster;
Fournier, Jellnék, Schriener, Sharp, White, Yeager.

Georgia Lewis, Chmn.

Treasurers report; Balance 7-1-82 $2370.64

Income 234 .11
Expenses 287 .47
Balance 8-1-82 $2317.28

Ed Carey.




THE FIRST GENERATION, 1960-1964 CORVAIRS

By Tony Hossain, reprinted from
April 82 issue of Rochester, NY,
Newsletter, '"ACORN"
There are more expensive collector cars. There are larger,
more powerful and more luxurious collector cars. But few cars
are as loved by their owners as the sporty Chevrolet Corvair. And
few cars have been subject to such rigorous scrutiny by people who
have never even driven one as the Chevrolet Corvair. Its safety
and its engineering integrity have been attacked from the day it
was introduced, and before, but the Corvair has been vindicated
in test after test.

The Corvair was designed to be a driver's car and it still is.
Therein lies its charm.

Corvair owners divide the cars into two basic groups, the 1960-
64 "first generation' cars and the 1965-69 ''second series'' cars.
We'll examine the early cars in this article.

Chevrolet introduced the Corvair in the fall of 1959 (as a 1960
model) in response to the growing inroads foreign small cars were
making in the American marketplace. The Volkswagen, in particular,
was catering to buyers that Detroit had ignored as its cars became
larger, thirstier and finnier. And the foreign automakers weren't
the only ones having sales success with compact cars. Rambler had
its best year ever in 1958 and the smaller 1959 Lark gave Studebaker
a new lease on life. The time was ripe for new small cars from the
Big Three and Chevrolet would not be alone.

Also introduced as 1960 models were the Falcon from Ford Motor
Company and the Valiant from Chrysler. There was a tremendous amount
of interest in these new cars but it was the Corvair that was scrutin-
ized most carefully. Because it was different. The Corvair was the
first American production car to combine such features as an air-cooled
aluminum engine mounted in the rear, four-wheel independent suspension
and unit body construction. Coming from General Motors, this was
radical engineering.

Almost immediately there were questions about the Corvair's
handling qualities. Ford Motor Company added fuel to the fire by
mentioning that the Falcon's engine was "up front, where it belonged."
But magazine road testers found nothing unsafe about the Corvair's
behavior on the test track. Motor Trend named it their Car Of The
Year and staid Consumer Reports labeled it a competent handler.

Even so, the public didn't seem to want anything as exotic as the
Corvair. While model year sales of the utterly conventional Ford
Falcon reached 435,000, the Corvair found only 250,007 buyers in its
first year. Something was wrong at Chevrolet Motor Division.

Chevrolet's initial marketing strategy to pitch the Corvair as
m economy compact fell on deaf public ears. The Ford Falcon and the






'61 and Monza Club Coupe sales went over the 100,000 mark. Early
in 1961, a Monza four-door sedan was introduced with the same base
price as the coupe- $2,201. The bucket seats were becoming a Monza
trademark but they were a $54 option in the sedan.

Other changes for 1961 were of an evolutionary nature. Trim
was changed slightly and handsome full wheel covers were standard
on the Monza, an $11 option on other models. The engine was bored
out to 145 cubic inches and a forced air heater replaced the gas
unit of 1960. Listening to dealer complaints, interior decor on
500 and 700 Series cars was upgraded considerably. To increase
trunk space, the spare tire was moved back to a position atop the
engine. Model year production reached 329,632, a high point in
the history of the Corvair.

By 1962, Corvair advertising was finally recognizing the car's
sporting nature. Wagons and sedans were virtually ignored while
the Monza Club Caipe was promoted as ''the car that started the bucket
seat brigade.'" Retreating from the family sedan market with the
Corvair, a Falcon-clone called the Chevy II was rushed to market for
'62 to do battle in the econo-sedan class. Corvair wagon fans, and
there were a few, praised the introduction of the luxurious Monza
wagon but few others noticed. The big news for '62 was the spring
arrival of the Monza convertible and the Spyder turbocharged engine
option on Menza coupes and ragtops. Interest in these new sporting
Corvairs was intense but few noticed that the Corvair wagons were
dropped at -that time.

The Monza Spyder's turbocharged engine was rated at an impressive
150 advertised horsepower. Other Spyder features included full
instrumentation, four-speed transmission, heavy-duty suspension,
3.55:1 rear axle and sintered metallic brakes. In its first outing,
the Spyder accounted for 9,468 sales, including 2,574 convertibles.

Things were pretty quiet on the Corvair front for 1963. Spyders
and convertibles enjoyed their first full year on the market and
Corvair wagons were no longer seen in Chevrolet showrooms. Prices
remained remarkably stable. The 700 sedan that listed at $2,103 in
1960 was now only $2,110. But it was the first year that demand
really fell for the Corvair. Sales amounted to only 281,339, com-
pared with 328,500 in 1962. Basically unchanged since 1960, the
Corvair was getting a little old hat in an industry that ''face-
lifted" cars every year. Over 80% of total Corvair production this
year was in the Monza series. Four-door Monzas now had bucket seats
as standard equipment, in a choice of seven colors. The turbocharged
Spyder was continued into 1963, a $327 option on Mecnza coupes and
convertibles.

The 1564 Corvair was the last of the "first generation' cars.
Many also consider it to be the best. Handling was improved with
the addition of a transverse rear leaf spring and an anti-sway bar
up front. Ralph Nader would later maintain in his book, Unsafe At
Any Speed, that these changes were made because the 1560-63 cars
were gangerous. Not so, according to a report released by the U.S.
sovernment in 1972. Of course, by that time the Corvair had already
been sacrificed.

-



Another improvement worth noting is the increased power avail-
able in 1964. Engine displacement was increased to 164 cubic inches
and the standard engine was now rated at 95 horsepower, up 15 from
the four previous seasons. The optional engine was rated at 110
horsepower but advertised power for the Monza Spyder remained at
150. As in years past, Spyders could be had with a three or four-
speed manual transmission only. The two-speed Corvair Powerglide
was an option on Monzas, 700's and 500 series cars only.

Model choice was again limited in 1964 as the 500 and 700 series
cars became less important in the Corvair scheme of things. The 500
was available only as a coupe and the 700 was offered only as a sedan
while Monzas came as coupes, sedans, convertibles and the Monza Spyder
became a separate series unto itself.

Greenbriar, Corvan and Rampside production totals declined again
in 1964 as that model was neglected by Chevrolet as it prepared to
introduce its conventional front-engine Chevy Van. Although it was
barely recognized by Chevrolet, the Greenbriar would continue in
limited production into the beginning of the 1965 model year.

The beginning of the end for the Corvair came in April, 1964,
when Ford introduced the Mustang. It was all that the Corvair Monza
was, without controversial engineering and with a V8 engine. Chevro-
let would release a new Corvair in 1965 with continental styling and
more power but it would not be enough to overcome Ford's claim that
Mustangers had more fun. In any event, by 1964, the story of the
"first generation' Corvair had reached its conclusion.

One cannot really mention the early Corvairs without coming to
terms with the accusations by Mr Nader about ''one car accidents"
caused by faulty Corvairs and the 'unconscionable efforts'" of General
Motors to sell such a dangerous machine. The fact is that the Corvair
was proven to have cornering abilities superior to any other early
Sixties production car, save the Chevrolet Corvette.

The Corvair was involved, proportionately, in more accidents

than Ford Falcons or Plymouth Valiants of similar vintage. But
Corvairs tended to be driven by younger, more inexperienced, more
exuberant drivers. As are Pontiac Firebirds and Mazda RX-7's today.

Handling improvements in 1964 only made the Corvair that much superior
a road machine to the competition. The modificatioms were not made

to belatedly '"fix'"' a defective product, only to make a remarkable
machine so much more so.

So, the 1960-64 Corvairs are now vindicated. They remain time-
less in concept, in design and in execution. Fun was the theme and
the Corvair offered plenty of it. As one Monza ad, dated 1963, put
it; "It growls for the men and purrs for the ladies.' That's the
beauty of an early Corvair.






Merchandise Corner,.....

The merchandise for sale is for benefit of members and interested
parties and promotion of the Club. The small profits are used by the
treasury to maintain club expenses., The items listed below are for
sale year round. The merchandise chairman has these displayed at the

regular monthly meetings, and welcomes any between meeting sales also.

Sun Shields $ 8.00 Name tags $ 2.50
Hats 5.00 Fan Belts 10.00
License plate frames  5.00pr Clarks catalogs 2,50
T-Shirts 7450 Cotrofeld catalogs 1.25
Golf Shirts 13,00 ACP catalog 1,00
Fuzzies - early 15.00 Corvair Underground

- late 25,00 catalog 2,00
Otto Parts catalog Free (with purchase of fan belt!)

Presently the Merchandise Chairman is also our President Ed
Sanford. He accepted the chairmanship shortly before being elected
President and has yet to find an interested party to pass one of the
jobs onto. Hence, being the wife of the Pres with a busy schedule,
I have served as "helper" for several months, Ed and I are really
embarassed to be holding down two Jobs in the Club and are quite
anxious to pass one along to another member. Who is interested in
accepting the Merchandise Chairmanship? (Anyone for President?)

Visit our corner at the next meeting with your checkbook, cash,
or volunteer statement,

Carole Sanford

CLASSIFIED ADS

1962 Corvair Monza Stationwagon, 4 1974 Honda 750cc 4 cyl métorcycle
§peeq. Correct interior. New clutch runs good. $1000.00 ’
flew Sumpers. Luggage rack. $2500. Bob Thompson 602-296-1991

Oor vest reasonable offer.
Dave Albani--Glendale

602-978-
0 I8-5633 For sale- trunk weatherstrip, fan

belts, ignition wire sets, and

Vi LR e i ¥ : -
ton 0" rings $9.50 set, air, many other parts and accessories,

and oil filters, early and late

includi fuel i i
shock abSQrbers and many other az $§.§8? vet pump repalr kits
hard to find parts and accessories. Gordon Cauble 602-299-1122

Gordon Cauble 602-299-1122



JERRY BISAOPYS TOATwG AT SATYATY

U2A0 %, Illinnis,

™eson, AL AS71L Puds  ANP_7LR-1hll

Paint & pody restorations
by professional craftsmen.

AMPHI BODY SHOP

3220 N. STONE AVENUE

Completes - spot:repairs - color
matching a speclalty

888-1440

Sinee 1960

TUCSON. AZ 835705

BILL WILCOX

TUNE-UPS ENGINE RESEALING

ENGINES RwBUILT AIR CONDITIONLNG
15% OFF CORVAIR PARTS

BARNEY’S AUTO SERVICE

3029 North Alvernon way
881-1315

TCA MEMBERS KNOW ..cceee IT'S TnE PLACE TO GO !!










