




















IJONG ROTORS........'..I.

A couple of months ago I was

on my way to the TCA monthly
meeting and 1 was stopped by a
broken rotor., After walking a

mile and a half to Gordon Cauble's
house, I was back on the road again
but too late for the meeting.,

A long rotor of the Bchlin RR-1820
variety had broken around the area
that fits over the distributor
shaft, Well, being a '"long" rotor
one would naturally assume that

it had interfered with the dist-
ributor cap. Upon investigation,

I discovered that it hadn't. The
cap was unmarked - not a trace

of a "crash", 1 remembered that
the rotor had been hard to put

on the distributor shaft - 1

had to really push tc get it on.

I got another long rotor and tried
it, Sure enough, it had to be
""pressed" on tooe.

My conclusion is that the longer
rotors are good; td make them
work for a long period of time,
one is golng to have to take some
sandpaper and do a little work

on the inside diameter of the
shaft hole on the rotor., The
rotor that broke for me had been
installed over a year and a half
before and if there had been an
interference problem it would
have manifested itself long before,

The stress of heating up and cooling

off, along with the interference
fit between the rotor and the
shaft caused a premature failure
and made me miss the only club
meeting I was able not to make
for a long time,

Van Pershing

Frank and Ernes?t

OLD CARS WEEKLY October 13,1923

Let’s Put Innovation
In Perspective...

At this moment Chrysler Corporation is finishing a huge retrild
ing project at ita 55.year old Windsor. Ontario menufacturing com
plex. That plant hes built milliens of Canadian specification Ply-
mouths and Dodpger and most recently, il was the only Chrysler
facility assembling such papular rear-drive cars as the New Yorker
Bul soon the plant will be Lurning out Lee lacocea’s drerm machine.
the so-called mini-van.

The mini-van has been heiled in automotive circles as a revolu.
tionary new kind of vehicle, a unique hlend of station wagon and van.
We know better.

Volkswagen introduced the van concept in 1950 with the introdoc
tion of its popular rear-engine, rear-drive bus. In the fifties the com-
pact bus found wide favor with businesses who wanted to save gaso-
line, cut down on maintenance costa with an easy to drive, amall on
the nutside, big on the inside vehicle. But VW waan't alone for long.

In 1961 Ford and Chevrolet introduced compact vans of their own
Ford's Fconaline, hased on the Faicon. was an immediate sucvess. 1t
used a mid-engine design that was quite apace-efficient (you can'l
beal a box for efficient use of space}, gave excellent gasoline mileage
with the 170 Six and could be nicely appointed if ordered as a (Club
Wagoo. The Club Wagon hed lots of windown, seats and a wide
chnice of colors. Chevrolet’s Greenbriar followed the VW pattern
more closely. Under the akin il was a Corvair and that meant it was a
rear-engined six-cylinder truck. The Greenhriar/Corvan had a num
ber of disadvailages. compared to the Fconoline. |l was mure expen
sive, it didn't have a flat floor and it had a lower payload rating Pat
it waa better suited to non commercial users with a softer ride and
Miner appoinumenis in Greenbriar trim.

[n those days, though, station wagnn buyers preferred real station
wagons and the utilitarian aapecta of the Econoline made il the over
whelming favorite in the eacly-sixties van wars VW went on ta
become 8 favorite with the “counter culture” hul Ford sel the pat
tern for high volume vans, Then in 1968, Ford a new kind of van that
8ent everyone else back to the drawing hoard. The compact Feonn-
line was replaced with a higger. frent-engine van Chevy and Dodge
respunded and in 1975 Furd introduced a bigger yeL VB van. And
now Iee lacocca thinks thera'a a market for amall vana He's right.

For those of you who need s amall, fuel.efficient atation wagon or
hauler, we auggesl you take another look at those carly VWa, Forda

and {;reenbriars. They're surprisingly similar in concept to the new

Chrysler van...and they're n ot cheaper

) AL '_hL: other end of the automotive spectrum, there's a renewed
Inkereal in aporta cars with turbocharged enginea of relatively amall
displacement. This. they (ell 1, is the technology of the future, Bffi
ciency will be the key word in future perfurmance <lesigna bul the
concept of turbocharging is atmost as old as the interna) combustion
engine itsell. And (f vou'd like to enjov the performance uf n Tirlss
along with ita fuel econamy henefita and you don’t went Ls pay a
fMve-ligyire price Lag. we have two mere BUgEeationa,

‘['ha_: 1962 Corvair Monza Spyder was the firat turhocharged
American car since Lhe famnoa Cord RF2 With a 145 cubic 10ch das
placement, the “Turbo-Air" six put out 150 gross horsepower. The
Corvair had an excellent power-tn-weight ratio and Lhe four-speed
tranamssinn made 1t great fun to drive. The '65 Corsa offered aub-
stantial improvements over the earlier Corvair design and hy this
lime the turbocharged engine was displacing 164 cuhic inchee and,
according to Chevrolet, puiling out {80 hurrepawer.

Making its debut at the aame time as the Corvair Spyder, the
Oldsmobile Jetfire caught the automotive huffs offguard with iy 215
cubic inch aluminum turbocharged V8. Rated at 215 horsepowar, Lha
Jetfire was one hot little Olde. Unfortunately, mechanical problems
cropped up and the Jetfire wasn't much of n commerical success It
was dism-_mu‘nued at the end of 1963 when Oldamohile made 1ta com
pact an intermediate and decided that the cheapoat, most reliahle
way W increase performance was with more cubic inches. And with
gasoline at 30 centa per gallon, it was.

Baoth the Corvair Spyder and Olds Jetfire rate highly in sur book.
They hav_en't been recognized as the true pioneers thal they are and
once again, they're a lol easier on the pockethook than today'a
turbos,

As a matier of fact, take a nice restored Spyder convertible out on
the road for a while and you'll come back convinced that the most
awesome thing about 8 Datson Turbe Z is the price tag,
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FUCSON CORVAIR ASSOCIATION REGULAR MONTHLY MERETING
» THE TIME: 7:00, the 4th Wednesday of each month

* THE PLACE: Piccadilly Cafeteria, 6767 E. Broadway

Gather @ 6:30, eat @ 7:00 - You don't have to cat to attend,

COMING
EVENTS
The Christmas Party takes its place,

Jan 19 = Numberc Uno Slalom = Cactus Corvair Club, Fhoenix
Call John Priddy & 1-946-953%8

Jan 19 = S5CC Slalom: Fort Huachuca
Call Chuck Kelley @ 1=458-=26R5

SASCC Sports Car Rally - 1st Saturday of every month,
1pm, Reid Park Tennis Courts, Gall Carl Broberg @ 2097-39354
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The Tucson Corvair Association is a €
chapter of the Corvair Society o

(CORSA),

CORVAIRSATION EDITOR
F, Oy Box 50401
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