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~ CORVAIRS
FOR TOMORROW
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§_ Sports Car Graphic's European Editor takes
i the wheel of two intriguing experimental cars.

BY BERNARD CAHIER

Does Corvair have true sports
car potential? Bernard Cahier
tays so, after trying two of
these three experimental cars.
From left to right, they are
Sebring Spyder, Monza GT
coupe ond Super Spyder. In
photo above, Cahier prepares
to blast off in Monza GT, most
advanced, exciting of group.

N WARREN, MICHIGAN, is the fabulous GM Technical
Center, where 1 recently paid a visit to my friend Bill
Mitchell. the man responsible for the excellent styling found
in GM products in recent years, and the creator of such strik-
ing, yet practical dream cars as the Corvette Shurk, the racing
Sung Ray, the Corvair Super Spyder, and the all new Corvair
Monza GT. Visiting the Tech Center is always a wonderful
experience, especially for a Furopean journalist, as there is
nothing comparable to it in Europe. This experience becomes
cven more meaningful when you have the opportunity of
driving some of these cars, as I did in 1961 and aguin this last
winier, This time | was able to have a quick test of Mitchell’s
latest realizations when | drove the Corvair Super Spyder
and the Corvair Monza GT,

Presented at the 1962 New York Auto Show, the Corvair
Super Spyder is such a pretty, uncluttered design that 1 under-
stand that it was acclaimed as the most attractive car in the
Show. In fuct, the American Automobile Quarterly magazine
recently gave it their Award for Design Excellence. The car
is not only attractive, but, except for the low sporty wind-
shield, hardly made for street use (especially in the winter),
it is an extremely pructical car as it uses most of the mechani-
cal components of the Corvair Spyder, such as the 150 Tur-
hocharger engine and the standard four-speed gearbox. The
SS. however, hus been shortened by |5 inches, giving il a

wheel base of 93 inches, thus emphasizing the compactness
of this neat package. Strictly a two-seater, the SS has the
interesting feature of ‘being equipped with two red leather
covered Porsche competition-type bucket seals. These are
not soft squashy seats, but they hold you well a‘nd I am sure
are less tiring on a trip, or fast driving, for which the car 18
intended. With these seats [ found the driving position to be
even better than in the regular Corvair Monza. The dash-

board is quite similar to that of the regular Spyder, but the ~—-

car is equipped with a very dished-in Nardi-type steering
wheel. with the horn button bearing the design of a spider in
his web. _ )

When firing up the engine, every bird in the neighborhood
lakes wing, as the SS has no less than six large exhausts,
smartly emerging from (he sides of the rear fenders, and
they cerlainly make a loud crack every time you apply
pressure to the throtile pedal. Substantially lighter than the
normal Corvair. the SS accelerates mueh more briskly and
although 1 did not verify it myself, its zero to 60 figure is
said to be under eight seconds. The handling, with the shorter
wheelbase, leels quite different and, for some reason, | found
the oversteering tendency to be somchow more noticeable.
Yel Light corners could be taken in a quicker manner and defi-
nitely in a more fun way. The more direet steering helps
greatly in this regard, and [ found it to be just about what it
should be on the production Corvair Spyder. The mediocre
conditions of the highways and the blasts of the icy air in the
face prevented me from continuing my test drive in the SS
for too long, and, in fact, it was a sort of frozen-stiff Cahier
who emerged from this car made for those who are young
in hearl. Properly equipped for everyday use, the Super
Spyder could he a tremendous seller. especially among the
sport cnthusiasts searching for something truly difierent look-
ing. snappy in performance and a lot of fun to drive. How-
ever. I do not think that this car in its present form would be
competitive in racing, as in its class there is plenty of opposi-
tion.

It is a well-known und unfortunate fact that GM is no
longer interested in racing. | say “unfortunate,” L
besides thewr tremendous industrial potentialities, they have
the mien, the ideas, and, if they want, the cars. While visit-
ing the Tech Center | met great enthusiasm everywhere for
sport-minded automobiles, which, let's not forget, always
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