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in t rrests in the Tucson COfvair 
A.sociat ion . 
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If you decide to JOIn 
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FROM THE PRESIDENT ••• 


1987 is here and I don't feel much different! Maybe a little 
optimistic about the New Year and what may lie ahead. 

Sunday, January 18, at 1:30 p.m., at the southwest corner of El 
Con shoppinQ center, it will be rally time. We will be able to 
start up to 30 cars, so there's plenty of room for all. I have 
fine-tuned the rally for beautiful scenery and a country bouquet. 
This rally is easy to run by the seat of your pants (SOP). In 
addition to pencil, paper and calculator, one more handy piece of 
gear will be a clipboard so you will have something solid to 
write on. Hope you can make it. 

On February 1~, we will meet with the Cactus Corvair Club for a 
potluck at Picacho Peak. Details later. 

It's been a long time since our last reQular meetinQ in November. 
So it will feel good to be back talking Corvairs at the regular 
meeting January 28. See you there! 

YcY~~ 
CBNFRONTAIIONALP EEl SEer ON 

B.l.nc. Dec.-oer I, 1986••.•••••.•••• 124~.79 

1>lI.......................... 30.00 

Corvalr..tlon .d•••••••••••45.00 

Alulllinulll c.n••.•.•••.•.•••. 33.18 


TQt.1 IncQ......................... '108.18 


ElIpt!'llPS
Corv.ir••tion ••••••••••••• IIB.30 
~rch.ndl .. ~ r.ffl•.••••• 130.72 
Christ••• P.rty ••••••••••• 170.70 
Insur.nce for r~lly •••••••. 40.00 

Tot.1 Exppns........................ '45'1.72 


B.I.nce J.nu.ry I, 1987•••••••••••••••B49.25 

AI.n Atwood 

~¥..~ NEXT 
Atwood 
Auf"lIUth 
Cauble 
Cha.taln 

DUES DUE THIS ftONltb
!!!~~n~D~r-=--....!.fU."'-lPiN'1i!e....~ifiTng 

Sort.. T~n. D. 
Droz Wr19ht 
Hayden 

(No ta. til. t t... He.r tIE-55 
Computer allows you ONE month'. 
grace, then DELETES you fro~ 
the membership roll.. Don't 
let the Hear tie.. COMputer
claiM you •• it. ne~t victim!!) 

FOR YOUR 
INFORMATION 


CORVAIR MYTH SHATTERED: Th, 
much-maligned (by s(Jf~I.Y crusadtrsJ 
Corvoir , reparfJ Au tomotive News' 
jeisry Joe Cal/ahan, may 'Itt turn Out 10 

be ont of the safest cars on the road. 
A n unpublished stlldy, ;nlligat~d by em 
insuranr:t company, Slalllf1cally provel 
thar Corvarr's acdd~nt and injury rafes 
art Significant ly lower than ,half! jor 
sfandoJrd udans. But. says Joe , this in
Jarman-on is bt'lng Sh'epf under a carpt!/ 
o! lecrecy. Callahan allO pointl 0111 [hul 
CNuJHeslilLg h(u shown the Corvair's 
mou "crushab/~" !ront end {i .t . vile 
withoUI an uny/(~/d/ng t'ngine block , ,IC· 

wa/ly !r'Ve'l oCCllparllS £I better clwllce in 
heaJ.on collisions. Whaddya thlllk dbour 

Ihur, Ralph? 

http:n~D~r-=--....!.fU


i' r( ss ENT 43CORV'II RS 1 2 

Thl? rl?qular monthly 11E'l?ting of thl? Tucson corvair l\ssociation 
W'lS c'li.1I?rl to ordl?r at 7: 45 ;0;:, by JJrl?sidl?nt iJon Hobinson on 
~erlnl?sday NOVl?mbl?r 26, 19 3 6 at thl? picadilly Cafeteria, 6767 
E. Dro() oW.:lY, Tuc~on, ,"\ri zon .1. 

'1inutps of the previ. ous IIll?et ing were correctl?d to change the 
rl'ltp of the Christmas party to ~pcember lB, 1986, to add thl? 
namp!,! of ~li it and ~ianl? Evans as new ml?mbl?rs, ilnd to amend 
thp winnl?r of the spark plugs to Alan Gray. 

'3uest" were 	 introduced, Les Hodges, Dave Albani from the 
nhOl?ni,x group, ,'Ilan 'lnd }Jam stOOl?, and Kl?n Krol. l'1arilyn 
TNnch, one of the first members of the TCA was presl?nt and 
hopes to attl?nd future eVl?nts and meetings. 

The Titan Musl?um tour was attl?nded by 12 members and enjoyed 
h y ., 1.1 n n(l Mi lt EVClns "ent to the <'an Belt 'ross in Palm 
Springs. 

,\ th'lnk you of appreciation was gi ven to Van Pershing for 
all his fine work On the Corvairsation. 

Undl?r new business, a rally will be the mid-monthly activity 
for January, 19B7 and a tech Sl?ssion is sla ted for 2l?bruary. 
The nomination committee has bl?en formed and the membership 
was requested to consider accepting if approached by any of 
the committel? 

-,fter thl? break, the 0rawing was held. TwO prizl?s were 
nwarrlprl for licensl? plntes, nfter no one responded to 62 RAr~, '-, 
Boh Eggers won with HLC 219 and Ed Sanford with N 86. Larry 
')anClrirlgl?, Jim '" right, V.'In r>ershing, Ed Sanford, Al ;<.ivas, and 
Nnrk Mc Kenna won the door prizes. 

'. tpcTl session followpd and the For Sall? items announced. 

'['hE' 'nept ing WilS arljournecl "t 9: 00. 

,(e !'! pectfully sublnitted, 

A VISI r TIl THE 	 9th ANNUAL "GREAT WESTERN FAN BELT TOSS" 
by Cecil and Ester Alex 

On arriving at Angel Statiu.. , we were ...elcoAte'd by a very frlendlt grouJI of' 
people and given a schedule of events. We had never attended an event such as 
this anet didn't knoH wha.t to e)C.pec t; He Herl l aaazed to see so .any acti vi tie5 
and all the very very friendly people. We talked with one couple who drove their 
Corvai r from Df:'nver, Co lorado. and othl~r peup Ie who (aIM? from a'S far as Vanc:ouver. 
B.C. Many people drove thelr show cars from afar, others trailered the.. Also 
the Ultra Van Club showed 17 vans. 

We attellded IIOst of the events and enjoy.. d evry minute 01 the lII£>et. After 
seeing all those beautiful Corvairs, swap stands, and friendly people, we are 
teady \.0 gil agailt. In betwern event!i we~ll be ...orking on our Corvair. even 
though we're not aspiring for a show car. 



• • • •• 

CORVA:I:R FOREVER ! 

This month, ~orvairsation is spotlighting the 1966 Corvair. 

1966 PRODUCTION, 103,743 units 

Coupe: 6B'6~g500, ~, 
Monza, 37,605
Corsa: 7,330 

TUNE-UP SPECS 
Distributor: 

Sedan: 218276 
500: ,779 

Monza: 12,497 

Convertible; 13,487 
Monza: 10,345

Spyder, 3,142 

dw~ll: 31-34 deq 

gap: .016 " (used) .019" (new) 

breaker arnl tE'nsi nn: 19-23 oz. 

Timing: 	 95 HP-Manual ( Dist PIN: 1110310):
95 HP-Automatic (Dist P IN 1110311):
110 HP-AII (Qist P I N 1110319):
140 HP (Dist PIN 1110330):
180 HP Turbo 	 (Dist P I N 1110329):

Spark Plugs: 	Standard: AC 46FF (95 HP); 4',FF 
Colder: AC 44FF 
Very Severe Service on 140 HP & 
Tightening Torque: 20-25 Ft-Lb 

ALL CORVAIR ENGINES: 

(110, 140 & 180 HP) 

180 HP: AC 42FF 
Gap: .035 (46FF)

.030 ('t'tFF) 

4 degrees BTDC 
13 degrees. BTDC 
13 degrees BTDC 
18 dpgre<?s BTDC 
24 degrees 8TDC 

Fir i ng Or Qer : 1-'t-5-2-3-6 (Front to Rear; Right 8ank = 1-3-5, Left 
Bank = 2-'t-6) 

Compressicln @ (ranking speed with throttle valves wide-open: 130 psi
Maximum Variation between cylinders: 20 psi 

Blower lielt Tension: 55 It, .:! 5 lb.(usedl; 75 lb.:t 5 lb. (new) 

REAR AXLE IDENTIFICATION 

(3.27 retiol , .. , ....... , ...... . AA 


{J.55 ratiol ...............•... AB 

Positraction 13.27 ratiol ...... • •... AC 
POIitrection (3.66 ratiol ,.......... AD 
PoweraOde (3.27 ....tio) • . . . . • . . . . . .. AE 
Powerglide (3.55 retia) ... .. . •. . , . -., AF 
Posib'lCtion w/Powtl"gllde (3.27 ratio) AG 
POIittaC1ion w/powBrglide (3.55 ratio) , . . AH 

ENGINE NUMBER SUFFIX CHART 
RA 

Menual Tran, . . ...•. 0 	 AS••••••••• •• •• , " 

TurbOCharger ., 0 	
Rl 

0 • , ••••• 0 •• ••• • , 	 ••• • , 

RMSpec. H i~ Performance .. 0 , •••••• ' •••••• 

REAir Cond•.. 0 ••••• , 0 •• ••••••	• 0 • • • 0 • ' • 

Spec. High Performance and Air Cond, .•... ,... AZ 
Air Condo ...... •. .. .. .. .......•... RR 

High Perlormance and Air Condo . , .... . , • • . .. RF 
A.I.R ... ........ _ . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . .. RS 

A.l.R. 	 AT0 • 0 • •• • • • , ••• •• 0 • • , •• 0 •••• • •• 

HlghPerformanceandA .I,A. 	 RU0 • •• ••••• • • •• '. 

MANUFACTURER'S 

SUGGESTED 


RETAIL PRICES 


1986 
500 bordlop 2·cIr, .• , .••• , , .• ,.2,083 
500 hardt"" 4-clr..•..• , ...• , , . 2,157 
M.... bardt"" 2·... , , •. , •.. .•• 2,310 
M..... hordtop 4-dr , • , •• , .• , •• a,614 
MODU coo..rtIble ............ 2.m 
c..... hardtop a·dr .• " ..• ", .• 2,119 
Cone c:oovertlbl•..•....••.••• 2.812 

SPECIFICAnONS 

1966 
Ovoralllenflb . , . , ..... , , , , 183.3 IA. 
Helgbl ...........• 51.2,51.3, In.SIa. 
Width, ... , . , '" , •• " , .,. , .89,7 IA. 
Wbeelb..e ....•.•........• 108.0 Ia. 
Dlaplacemeol ......•..••. 114 cu..Ia. 
BOI'tI )( Stro........ •••• 3.437)( 2.N Ia.0 

HonepowerlTorque: 
Turbo.AIr ...•. a5 @3800/1114 @ 2_; 

IIO@ <400/160@ 2800; 
1<0@52oo/l60@3800 

Turbochu.od. 11O@4000/a81 0 3200 
ComprHltOD It'do: 
Turbo.AIr ........ , ,8.25, U8, 8.28:1 
TW'bocha",.d ............... 8.00:1 
Tranam.l.lon htioe: 
3·lI:peed........•... 3.11.1.1M.1.00:1 

.-op..d ....... 3.11.2.20,1.47.1.00;1 

Aulomlll1c ......•• , .••••• 1.82. 1.0:1 
Rear .ble hUOI: 
Standard, ..•. , . , •. . ' ., , ., .• 3.27;1 
Optional ....... 3.8';1 {.... ot..,dardl 

Spee . High Performance .nd A .I.A . ... , . . • . • .. AC 


Powerglide ......• AG
0 •• 0 0 • • • • • • • • • • • 	 •• 

HIQh Performanca and Powlrgllde .. 0 • • • RH 
Spec. H ~ Per10rmence end POMrgUde ... . , . .. , RN 
Powergllde end Air Condo .. , .. . , ... . .. , o . RJ 
High PerlormellCe, Powerglide and Air Condo RK 
Speciel High Performance, Powerglide and Air Cond, .. RY 
Special High Performance. POW'lrglida and A.I.R, . . o. RX 
Powergllde and A,I.R.. , , ..... , ... ' R\I 
High Performance and A.I.A.....• , • RW0 0 ••• , •• 

http:Turbochu.od


Jener d lly speaking, Chevy used the same RPO numbers for 1966 as 
they did for 1965. 

CORVAlR FACTORY·INSTALLED OPTIONAL EQUIPMENT 1965 Options 
for all Con_ir and Greellbrier models except as otherwise specified 

RPO 

• ENGINES 
1I0-HP nlRBO-AlR 164-(6). All except Cona L62 
14O-HP nlRBO.AlR 164- 16). Corvair SOO and Monza L63 
180-HP nlRBO·CHARGED 164-(6) . Cor,. only LB7 

• TRANSMISSIONS 
POWERGUDE-Not available on Corsa M35 
4-SPEED SYNCHRO-MESH-AII engine • . M20 

• CORVAIRS OTHER THAN GREENBRIER 
AIR CONDmONING, ALL·WEATHER - Available on 
Corvair 500 and Monza model! with 95· or 1l0·hp 
engine. Include. 47·ampere Oelcotron C64 
AIR CLEANER, HEAVY·DUTY-Monza and Corvair 
jOO models. ~ot available with air conditioning K46 

ARMRESTS, REAR-For Corvair 500 4·000r Sedan OLO 
HEATER AND DEFROSTER DELETION-Credit option. 
Not available with air conditioning C4a 

COMFORT AND CONVENIENCE EQUIPMENT 

ecna and Manza: out!ide rearview mirror, non

glar~ imide mirror and 2-Speed windshield wipe" 

and washer. Corvair 500 Serie3: Same a.s Manu 
plu. back.up light> and glove compartment light. ZOL 
COMFORT AND CONVENIENCE EQUIPMENT-Same 
as ZO 1 ex~ept with remote control ouuide mirror Z13 
CONVERTIBLE TOP-Choice of white, black, or 
beige. See Sal.. Album, Colors and Fabric. section. 
POWER.OPERATED CONVERTIBLE TOP . C06 
GUSS, SOFT·RAY TINTED-For all windows AOL 
GLASS, SOFT·RAY TlNTED-Wind,hield only A02 
GUARDS, FRONT BUMPER-All modeIJ V3L 
GUARDS. REAR BUMPER-All model, V32 
INSTRUMENT PANEL, PADDED B70 
SEAT, FOLD-DOWN REAR - Corvair 500 models. 
Standard on other models except Convertible! A67 
STEERING WHEEL, SPORTS-SmED - Walnut· 
grained pla3uC rim N34 
TELESCOPIC STEERING COLUMN-Includes Sport· 
Styled Steering Wheel option N36 
TWO·TONE FlNISH-See Sale, Album, Colon and 
Fabrics section, for sampie1 and avaiJabiHty . 

WHEEL COVERS, SIMULATED WIRE-Set o( four P02 
AItI·FM PUSHBUTTON RADIO AND ANTENNA . U69 
AItI.FM PUSHBUTTON RADIO, REAR SEAT SPEAXER 
AND ANTENNA-Not avaiLable on ConvertibLe, U69/ UBO 
PUSHBUTTON RADIO AND ANTENNA U63 
PUSHBUTTON RADIO, REAR SEAT SPEAKER AND 
ANTENNA-Not available on Convertibles U6:1/UBO 
MANUAL RADIO AND ANTENNA U60 
REAR ANTENNA U73 
REAR AXLE RAnO, 3.55:1 SPECIAL PURPOSE OR 
MOUNTAlN-Available with Monza and Corvair 500 
with 95·hp engine and all trarumi..ion, or I LO.hp 
engine and 3- or 4-Specd transmission G95 
REAR AXLE RATIO. 3.27 :1 PERFORMANCE CRUISE 
AvailabLe wi d, I+O.hp engine and 3· or 4.Specd G93 

RPO 
REAR AXLE, POS/TRAcnON-Available ratios: ,ame 
as standard axle G8l 
BATTERY, HEAVY·DUTY-70.ampere.hour rating T60 
LOCK, SPARE WHEEL - Not offered for modeIJ 
equipped with air conditioning P19 
nR£S, 6.50 1 13-Blackwall, highway rayon 4 pr 
tube Ie.. . . . . . . Standard 
TIRES, 6.50 1 13-Whitewall, highwa~ rayon 4 pr 
tubele.. P53 

• CORVAIRS INCLUDING GREENBRIER 
AIR CLEANER, PRE·OIL BATH K47 
DELCOTRON GENERATOR IZ·47-AMPERE-Included 
with air conditioning K84 
CUSTOM DELUXE SEAT BELTS WITH RETRACTORS 
Color.matched A49 
SEAT BELT DELETION-Credit option A62 
WHEEL COVERS-Set o( (our. For Corvair 500 . POI 

• GREENBRIER 

GREENBRIER DELUXE EQUIPMENT-I nelude. red, 

green, turquoi5e, or fawn color-keyed upholstery, 

vinyl sidewall panels, color-keyed vinyl-coated rub
ber Roor mau ; vinyl tire cover ; white vinyl-coated 
headlining between roof bow5 ; two-tone 5teering 
wheel; instrument c1wter and glove compartment 
door bright trim panel ; cigarette lighter ; dual ,un 
vison ; front annrest5 ; ~ar ashtray ; rtar dome 
light; (oam-cu,hioned ..a.. and .eat backs; red 
pi.,tic insert> at taillights ; and bright metal hub 
cap.; bumpers, and wind,hield trim Z60 
CHROME·PLATED HUB CAPS, FRONT AND REAR 
BUMPERS-Included in RPO Z60 option V37 
REAR SEAT (TmRD)-When ordered with RPO 
Z60 rear annre,,, are included A59 
DOORS, DOUBLE LEFT.HAND SIDE EB5 
GLASS, LAMINATED-Front door window, A09 
HAZARD WARNlNG SWITCH V74 
HEATER.DEFROSTER-Ainoralt.type ga.oLine heater C45 
HEATER·DEFROSTER-Forced.air type C40 
MlRROR, OUTSIDE REARVlEW 032 
MIRROR, OUTSIDE REARVlEW-West Co..t rype 029 
MANUAl. RADIO AND ANTENNA UOO 
REAR AXLE, POSITRACTlON-3.5S: L ratio Gal 
SPRINGS AND SHOCK ABSORBERS, HEAVY.DUTY 
FRONT FOO 
nRES, 7.00 1 I4-Blackwall, highway rayon 4 pr 
tubel... Standard 
nR£S, 7.00 1 14-Whitewall. highway rayon 4 pr 
tubeLess R20 
TIRES, 7.00 • 14-Blackwall, highway rayon 6 pro 
tubel... R21 
TIRES, 7.00 1 14-Whitewall, highway rayon 6 pr 
tubel.., R22 
nRES, 7.00 1 I4-BlackwalJ, highway rayon 6 pr 
tube I",•. Extra·capaciry (45 p.,. i.) Truck.type R24 
TIRES, 7.00 1 I4-Blackwall . highway rayon 8 pr 
tube Ie... High·capaciry (60 p .•. i.) Truck.type R25 
WINDSIUELD WIPER, Z·SPEED ELECTRlC-I nelud.. 
pushbutton windshield washer C14 

http:POSITRACTlON-3.5S


CORVAIR DEALER-INSTALLED CUSTOM FEATURE ACCESSORIES 
f.r III CO"lir and Greenbrier models except as indicated 

Pari No_ Part No. 

LUGGAGE CARRlER-Roof-Greenbrier 988398 
MIRROR-Inside -Non-Glare 985657 
MIRROR-Outside-Remote Control-Corvair 986049 
M1RROR-Outside-Body Mount 986046 
MIRROR-Deluxe 6" x II"-Gr<enbrier 985711 
MlRROR-6"" II" Replacement Head-G ... enbrier 985411 
MIRROR AND COMB-Vanity Visor 987919 
MIRROR REPAIR KIT 985884 
PARKING BRAKE WARNING UGHT 986209 
RADIO AND ANTENNA-Manual-Greenbrier 986340 
RADIO AND FRONT ANTENNA-Manual-Corvair 986112 
RADIO AND REAR ANTENNA - Manual-Corvair 986119 
RADIO AND FRONT ANTENNA-Pushbutton 

Corvair 986115 
RADIO AND REAR ANTENNA-Pushbutton 

Corvair 986121 
RADIO AND FRONT ANTENNA - AM-FM Push

button-Corvair 986117 
RADIO AND REAR ANTENNA - AM-fM Push

button-Corvair 986122 
SEAT BELT-Standard-Rear 

Black-986093, Blue-986358, 
fawn-986356, Red-986357 

SEAT BELT-Deluxe-front 
Aqua-98636I , Black-986368, Blue-986365, 
Fawn-986360, Gr..,n-986364, Red-986362. 
Saddle-986366, Gray-986367 

SEAT BELT-Deluxe-Rear 
Aqua-986086. Black-986306, Blue-986090, 
Fawn-986083, Green-986089, Red-986087 , 
Saddlc-986091, Grav-986092 

SEAT BELT RETRACTOR 986068 
SPEAKER-Rear Seat - COTVair 986218 
SPOTUGHT-Left-Hand-Greenbrier 985932 
SPOTUGHT - Portable 987112 
STEREO MULTIPLEX-Corvair ( For AM-FM Ra

dio with Rear Seat Speaker l 986376 
STEREO MULTIPLEX ADAPTER-For Convertible 986375 
TISSUE DISPENSER 986045 
TISSUE DISPENSER-Saddle Type 

Blark-985966, Blue-985965 , 
Red-985967. Fawn-985968 

TOOL KIT 988032 
TRAILER HITCH-Cor.·air 986244 
TRAILER WlRJNG HARNESS-CoTVai r 986336 
VENTSHADES-Gr<enbricr 985025 
VlSOR- R. H. Sun-Greenbrier 985900 
WHEEL COVERS-Set of 4-Corvair 500 Ylodels 986123 
WHEEL COVERS-Simulated lV ir< - Set of 4

COr\'air 98601 3 
WINDSHIELD WASHER-Pushbutton-Co rvair 986048 

Greenbrier 986180 

• GREENBRIER SPECIAL CUSTOM FEATUR ES 
SCREENS-Side \\' indows- Set 01 Four 985100 
TENT UNIT-8' x ! 0' " 6' 6" ~8j101 

CAR TOP SLEEPEn. 98j 102 
CAMPER UNIT 986324 
TABLE UNIT 98jlOi 

ADAPTER-Back-Up Lamp-Corvair with 4-Speed 
Transmi.s,ion .. . . . .. .. . 

ADAPTER- Fron t Armre5l-G reenbrier 
ARMREST, FRONT-Greenbrier 
AIlt CONDITIONING-All-Weather (Not available 

with Greenbrier and Cona models ) 
A/iTENNA- Manual-front 

C orvair 
Gre:t'nbrier 

AHTENNA-ManuaJ-Right Rear-Corvair 
CIGARETTE UGHTER-Greenbr ie r 
CLOCK-Electric (Standard on Corsa ) 
COMPASS 
DOOR EDGE GUARDS-Corvair 

2-Door Modds 
4-Door Mode ls 

EXTINGUISHER-fire (2%-lb . dry chemira l ) 
EXTINGUISHER-Fire 15-lb. dry chemical ) 
EXTINGUISHER-Refill Cartridge 
FLOOR MAT-Deluxe Rubber Full-Width-Front 

( £XUpt Greenbrier) 

Aqua-986053, Blar k-986057, Blue-986055, 

Fawn-986052, Gray-986058, Red-9860S4, 

Saddle-986056 


FLOOR MAT - Contour Rubner front I Ex.ept 
Greenbrier ) 
Aqua-986061 , Black-986065, Blue-986063, 
Fawn-986060, Gray-986059, Red-986062, 
Saddle-986064 

FLOOR MAT - Contour Rubber Rear ( Except 
Greenbrier ) 
Aqua-986169, Blar k-986174, Blue-9861 71, 
Fawn-986168, Gray-986230, Gr<en-986172, 
Red-986 ITO. Saddle-986 173, White-986 177 

GAS FlUER CAP- Locking 

COr\'air 

Greenbric:r 


GAS FILLER DOOR GUARD-Corvair 
GUARDS-Front Bumper-CoTVair 
GUARDS-Rt"3 r Bumper-Cor'\.'3ir 
GUARDS-front or Rear; 

Pa inted 
Chrome 

HAZARD FLASHER SWITCH 
HEATER AND DEFROSTER-Forred -A ir - Green

brier on lv-Standa rd on Corvair 
HEATER AND DEFROSTER-Gasoline.Type 

C rC'('nbrier onlv 
\.AMP-Ash T ray ' 
LAMP-Domt:-Greenbrier only 
LAMP-Glove Compartment-Corvair JOO and 

Greenbrier 
LAMP- Lugg.3.ge: C ompartmc:nt-Corvai r 
LAMP- Underhood-Corvair 
LAMPS-Back-U p-Corvair 500 with Powergl ide 
LAMPS-Courtesv ! Standard on Convcnibl t" . 
UCENSE PLATE BEZEL 
UTTER CONTAlNER-Saddle T\'pe 

Bl acK-985822. Blu·r -985HI. 
F,wn-985,H, R,d-98jHO 

LOCK-Re-ar Door Saft>{\·-Cor..air 
LOCK-Soare Wher l l'~t used with Air Cond . . 

986262 
986304 
986303 

986373 

986114 
985444 
986120 
986344 
986231 
986298 

986039 
986038 
985592 
986276 
985593 

985895 
985893 
986078 
986138 
986139 

985070 
988373 
986294 

985698 

905648 
986239 
988346 

986288 
986043 
986042 
986261 
986287 
58j32j 

986073 
986026 

http:LAMP-Lugg.3.ge


Chevrolet Corvair (;orsa
it indicated about 400°F when cruising continuously iUound

OURlNG the put year. General Motors must have begun to 
doubt the old adage that there's no such thing as bad publicity, 
The Chevrolet Corvair has suffered a serits of slashing attacks 

both by Ralph Nader and in court by various people who have 
sO\l3ht to attribute the responsibility for their accidents to the 
designer rather than to the driver, Cenainly the Corvair which we 
tested in 1960 had a marked oventeer which, because of its very low 
geared steering, it was wiser not to invoke by excessively fast 
comerinl and it was very sensitive to eyre pressures which most 
owners treat with cuual indifference, 

But all this fu.u hu obscured the fact that the Corvair, a car 
which iJ almost unknown in this country, underwent design changes 
two years ago so drastic that criticisms of the earlier 
version could not reasonably be exuapolated to CUlTent models. We 
felt we oUght to bring our acquaintance up to date and since the 
nearest car available was at General Motors in Antwerp. dus 
involved going abroad to make a test of limited scope ano duration 
in Belgiwn and HoUand, 

It is wonh recapitulating some of the features which mate the 
Corvair entirely different from any other American car. For a stan. 
it hu a Hal six-cylinder air~ooled light alloy engine mounted at the 
rear-originally of 2.3 litres capacity bue now grown to nearly 2,7 
litres. Secondly, it has independent suspension on all four wheels; 
thes:e twO features tOaether distinsuish it from any other production 
car In the world except the Porsche 9 J I. 

The Corvair, of course, was one of the original American 
compact cars and, although it hu grown, it remains a compact by 
U,S. standards 'With external dimensions comparable with those 
of a Vauxhall Crcsta or a Ford Zodiac. It srew (longer, wider and 
lower) in autumn '64 when it had its first major styling change; at 
the same time it acquired much bigger brakcs and. most important 
of au. the swina axle rear suspenlion (modified in the melll1time) 
wu replaced by a f'uJly articuJated syst~m with a low roll centre 
(shown in tho aCCClmpanyins photolJ'.ph) which is very similar to 
that used. on the Corvette sports car. 

The 1966 model, in ascending order of price were the 500. Monza 
and Corsa. the first two available in two- or four-door coupe or 
,edan form with 95, 110 or 140b,h,p, (SAE) engines and with three
or fOUl-Speed manual gearboxes or automatic transmission. The 
Corsa was the top model of the range, a two-<1oor four-seater coupe 
nonnally fined with the four carbumter 140 b,h,p, engine but avail· 
able also with a 180 b,h,p, unit supercharged by means of an 
exhaust-driven turbo ·blower. 

. h is announced this week that the Corsa. the model we tested. 
""U be dropped from the 1967 Corvair range and so wiU the 140 
and .180 b,h.p, engines, This elimination of the faster models may 
poSSibly be a General MOlors reaction to so much ill..<firected 
criticism. If so it seems a pity; we are still publishing this test partly 
to show . t~at we round nothing dangerous about its handling 
charactensocs and partly because the Cona is basically so similar 
~o t~e re.maining Corvair models that most of what we have written 
IS still directly app[jcable to them. 

In Ame~ca the Corsa cost about £925; in Belgium. where sales 
were. conSiderable, about £1,350 without Ullt; in England it was 
obt..nable only to s~al order (with letl hand drive) at about 
£2.300 although _don~ thinJc that any _e impol1ed, 

Performance and transmission 
Alr,cooled engines tend to be noi.sy but this isn't a criticism that can 
be leveUed at the Corvairflat siI ~en in this high output fonn, There 
IS a subdued burble from the exhaust when accelerating hard from 
low Speed~ but if there is any mecha.njca1 claner it doesn't penerratc 
:0 the inSide of the car--probably because it enjoys Ihe luxury of 
~~drauJ.jc tappets. 

The 140 b.h.p. engine has a camshaft with long opening penods 
and considerable overlap which makes it JUSt 8 httle bit flat below 
2.000 r:p .m.; above this it really getS into its stride and revs very 
freely nght up to the red sector on the tachometer whilfh Starts at 
l,SOO r ,p,m. (prcceded by. yeUow warning band from l,200 r,p,m,), 
~t low engrne speeds it pinks a litue on Belgian premium fuel which. 
~Ike Ours, has an uctane rating of 97·99 R.M. The compression ratio 
IS 9.25 to I. and the presence of a cylinder head temperature gauge 
on [he faCia serves as a rerrunder that air-cooled combustion 
chambers lun honer (han the \A,t.lI.:r-cooJed variety. In point of fact 

90 m.p.h. on the mOIOrways: there is no indication of the maximum 
temperature permissible but we never reached it; otherwise we 
should have been warned by a light in the tachometer dial and also 
by a buzzer connected to it. 

So it pays to use the gearbox even though the engine rem! 
smooth and tractable at low speeds. With a maximum spe~· 
104 m.p.h. and acceleration from rest to 50 m.p.h. in 8.8 sec., 
the perfonnance is very similar to that of an MG B and rather 
bener than that of most European touring cars in the 2· to J·litre 
class, Our car had the all-synchromesh four-speed box which is 
a slightly more expensive aJtemative [0 the standard three·speed. 
Its racios are not Ideal. the upper three gears being rather widely 
spaced and boltom very cJose 10 second; the gearchange is rather 
nOlchy and heavy but the gears are quiet except for a little growl 
at very low speeds. The Clutch is smooth and light but has a 
long travel. 

For the whole lest, which comprised a mixture of fast driving 
or very heavy trafHc, not unlike that of our road testS at home, 
we averaged 20.6 m.p.g.-a very creditable figure for a car of 
2.7 Iitre5 capacity. This give$ a range of 200-240 milt! on a 
tankful of fuel. 
Handling and brakes 
Before we had even left Antwerp after collecting the car one 
suspension characterisfic became obVious-the Corsa rides over 
pa ... e with remarkable quietness and stability . Following other 
cars with orthodox rear axles it was often possible [0 see daylighl 
under their rear wheels but the Corvair i.r.s. felt well glued down 
and the whole inte~ral bodv/chassis structUre has an e;.;.tremelv 
solid. shakefree feel. Road 'noise gener:1Jly is low and the fronl 
seal ride very comfortable although on bod roads there is some 
pitching which lea ... es Ihe from occupanls ... ery little a(fecte'd but 
contributes 10 an appreci:lblr less comfortable ride in the back. 

This is one of the rew American Cars ..... hich doesn 't otTer 
optional power steering and which doesn't need it. The from 
wheels carry only about 9 ewe or the unladen weigt'H and {h~ 

steering is low-geared---4.8 turns for an indifferent hJCk-so 
is never heavy. nOI even for manoeuvring. An optional "Spoh-· 
Handling Package·' IS JVllilabie which Includes harder springs 
and dompers and a steering gear gi ... ing about three turns lock to 
lock. UoJike the earlier Corvair. it is only mIldly senmi ... e to 
crou-wlnds (iess so than some fronl·engmed cars) Clnd normally 
feels extremely stable ri~h( up to maximum speed unless you try 
10 drive along a narrow road or changing camber at speeds in Ihe 
region of 80-90 m.p.h . when II Sun.s 10 wander appreciably. 
This, of course, is a very severe Ie!t for any car . 

Cenainlv. the steering feels much higher geared than it is for 
a nu mber of reason) whIch cOJie1.'li\·ely conrer on the C0r"'air an 
un·Amenc~n degree of :l~tivity in response to the controls . By 
Ihu we don't mean Ih ;)I II is m an y way twitchy-it isn't--hulll 
lacks the exaggerated undemeer bUIll m!o so many or ItS 
compatriots. The real question . though. 1M view of the GM court 
cases. IS whether It has the unstable degree or ,)verSleer Jltrrbul~d 
to tho! c:arller swing axl~ models and the an s\\ er is an emphatiC 
negative. 

Its cornenng. to European hands. feels practlcally neutral. 
The re is !ilth! roll. the lyres don 't squeal c:asil y nnd the car follows 
a pre-determined line without steering correctlon. Wet or dry. you 
can use hea ....·y accelerauon 0n a bend without be~lnning to 
unstick the rear lyres and in the hands of J heavy-footed dri\'er 
thiS is a real safc:ty factor. (n the absence of a closed lest,track 
and In the presence of so many Dutch weekend mOtOrlSlS we 
couldn', press It over the limit to see what happened-aJi we can 
be sure abOut IS that you can drive I! fasl for well O\'er 500 miles 
and never expenence anything but impeccable behaVIour. 

The brakes were less satisfactory. They use self· adjusting 
duo-servo .. hoes Inside large drums wuhout power assistance: 
we found them qUHe adequate In the dry-they were heavy ... ··· 
!her. stOpped you well If :'ou pressed hard c:nough and \ 
.;ontrnued to do thl:; wlthoUI fade when used frequently and h~ 
lin. of course. a rlat COuntryl . BUI (hey seemc:d unduly sensilj\·e 
to water and on severol o..:c aslons when crUlsmg fast on \I. e! 
moto(Ways we found Ihal a first application would reveal a 
conSiderable pull 10 one ~Ide or. 50 metimes. \ ery little decelerJnon 
al aiL 

Apar1 from (hl~ ""e would sa\" Ihac the ..:urrcnr .:0r":m ,', :.I vefV 
w h • r . . 

http:drauJ.jc
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(continu ,J t'b~ the previous pagel 

Performance' 

Olf 0 ." WOIf" ,,\ " Ill f."'~ -iJ 11 0 

",OI'OGIiC / lOfI ,,, wltQl . "", 'If /1'" 

_Conditions 
•... ulhpr : Dry , w",m hllle w,no 
"emO'I.ture " Approx 65°F 
5",rfac. 0"" IlrmaC.Oltm 
~ .tl Prem.ym 9,,<1 • . 98 OCla"'.IR M I 

MiIlimum speeds 
'rlpa n Iwo ·....a ... malumum 
31!5t one -way kilomet re 
].~ gear 
:?~:J gUI 

'.1 qt. ' 

Acceleration times 

IJft••llf10flnfj 

m 0 h 
'04 0 
1045 
750 
500 
35 0 

SllC 

38 
6 2 

0 -50 
0· 60 
0 -70 
0 -8 0 
0-90 

Top 
m 0' 
10-) 0 '" 
20 -40 110 
30· 50 II a 
40 -60 10 3 
50· 7 0 116 
60 -80 128 
70· 90 16 2 

Fuel consumption 
OVl! l aU 

T')1.1 ' l U I O,Sl anC!! 

rdill< .:......C, .V 1m.,) . .. , \ !'<,Iule ' 


, 
11 Spare~ 


FOR SALE. TUNE-lP PARTS fc.r 
1960 a nd ea.- I y 1961 . See 
the Mechandise Chairperson, 

Llp kIts, dist,-ibLtto)

Pete Mog~ 
meet ing .. 

at the ne x t 

FOR SALE. ESPECIALLY tor 
the do - it your5elfers: 
tune-
c~ps, wrapped fan belts, air 
filter~ & oil f,lter5J ~lso 
vlton O-ring~, trunk and 
engine lid weather strips; 
phiS room y (·ther- Cc.rvalr 
parts. Call Gordon Cauble @ 
299 - 1122. 

FOR SALE. "1.4 HONZA 2 - doc.,. , 
aut~matic, needs work but 
sourld bod y , engine & air 
contioning. Call Del Light
883-6794. 

FOR SALE. "b5 I10NZA 2-dc.or. 
reconditioned engine 
in6talled ~ . l l nn~ng" nef 'ds 
bod y and ;ll ll::" r1 0 ,- wc.rk. .. 
3 - s p€'ed m ':u IU .a 1 t 1 nsmissicln. 
Call Del i ''I t . t 0 [1 :--6794. 

B B 
12 I 
16 4 

13.0 
326 

3," 

'" 66 
59 
65 
69 
7 7 

20 6mp g 
11 ;' hiles 100 km , 

'5 10 mIles 
I I I ,j;;' 

_ 

Steering 
Tummg clfel. belwe,n kerb, 35 h 
Turns 01 lI8In09 wt'l.e ' Iro rTI lOCk 10 lOCk 48 

Speedometer 
l,.,dlC8led (k. p . h . ) 
2030405060 70 80901 0 0 110 120 1)0 140 
TrU8 1k p h . 1 
213040516171 81 9 1 101 112123134146 
Distance recorder 2% slow 

Weight 
lCerl) we l9hl (u nl.aoen with lue f lot ap pro •• ma14lly 
SOm,jesl ')f e w1 
Fr ont,, !!..r Otillroouho n 38: 62 

27 CWI 

FOR SALE. "bl MONZACoLlpe,
30K original miles, still 
tlas origInal e x terior paInt
& interior. Perhaps the 
last of the little old 
ladieii ~ carsl Located in 
Highland Falls, NY & has 
been g~raged ever y winter. 
Car is dr~veable but is not 
currently licensed. Asking
$1000 but negotIable to put
this baby ,n a good home. 
Call Gordon Cauble. 
602-299-1122. 

FOR SALE: Good parts at a 
resonable prices: '63 black 
steering column w/ wheel; 
v ent WIndow assy s for earl y 
convertible; Corsa air 
cleaner asm; ~65 Corsa 
wheel co vers; ~66 CDrsa 
wheel covers; earl y & late 
model clutch cables; '63 - 64 
rear a y le & bearing; like 
new carburetor cross shaft; 
new blower bearin~s for 
earl y ~ late; '6 J CDrs~ 
wiring harness ( all ) ; '65 
tail & backup light asml 
n~w '66-'69 wheel well 
mDldings, and more. Call 
Gordon Cauble, 602-299-1122. 

http:OCla"'.IR


622-0478 

CUNNINGHAM'S 

CORVAIR AUTOMOTIVE 2635 N , Stone Aile, li6, Tu(:son'-' I 

(behind Bimsco Hardware) 

Barry Cunningham - Larry Dandridge 

Corvair Specialists 
foreign & domestic cars too 

Bam -5pm Mon - Fri 
no appointment necessary 

Sclturdays by apPointment 

New & Used Parts Tune-Ups 

Engine Resealing Towing 

FUN STUFF SALES 

SPECIALIZING IN TRUCKS, SPORTS CARS 

RV'S & MOTORCYCLES 

(602) 293-6668 RICHARD & PEGGY 
631 E. PRINCE AUFMUTH 

TUCSON, AZ 85705 PROPRIETORS 



INTERIORS 

CONVERTIBLE TOPSCORVAIR SEAT UPHOLSTERY 

,. .. , '" " •• Q.!O"' ...... , ~ t~lh r 'h.' Deslgnf'd to original fac to ry 5pKiflcalions. and fabricattd by tx
l"ol,Cf COlOR GRA'''' II. O~~'G" pt'r1 cral'<;rrwn Iwm I~ fin~1 q Uilhly gr.lln-fini$hrd vinyl. 

, ~ • • I , , 

• ORIGI NAl. StylI' Smooth Gr.in Finish 

Corr«1 vinyl, colo~ &. hral pn5sed in~rls . • ORICINAl Sl yl~ Full View Rr,,u Window 


• PIID KIT-Irtduded $14995YEARS AVAILARI.E. 1002 to 10,,7 
Specil y: Lpe. CuI ..... -I- Ur.ISW $a: color 


UPS Sh it,pi~: Add rollnwin~ : 


- ~d lS $1 50 Carpels 56.25
$24995 
H / lmt'fS $3.50 Tops $.5 .25 


FULL SET, front 1\ rear -Top BOQts >to - Wrlls $2.,15 


TOP BOOTS 
COfTPCI "'lnyl. grain. colOni At snaps. CARPETS 1965-69 SPEOFY: color. &- year, 


1%0 Ihru 1964 
 $8995CPE., CONY 4-D,./W••un MOLDED CARPETS 

SPECIFY: Culm' 
 SPECII-l' CPE./CONV.I4-Dr-. &: color. $14995 


HEADLINERS $12995 

TOP WELLS 

EXACTLY as ooaiNI complete 
whh ~Inrorarnrn l .Inp. ' $5995 BILL COTROFELD AUTOMOnVE Blad : only, Ongno1l de$1gA1S & (.,luB POBOX 235

SPECifY, CPE./CONV <·Dr.ISW I< <010'. 
E. ARLINGTON, VT. 0152152All YF.ARS AVAII.ABLE. $3995 

(802' 375-8782 

onOPARTSOTTO OTTO OTTOPARTSOTTO 
..... I!! PARTS : 

a: FOR CORVAIR ENGINE & TRANBAKLE PARTS XI 
: MANY NEW PARTS iii 

• i jloll,o./I, . U ..., . !II' ilf"s • f h4'UW OUt bOilnl1g r.ol, 1I '.u!f't 0O 
~ • ~'I.ulI l '~lliI'J"'411 1 1:'!' y • ' iM~ i 1.1"., l hll !Jo 1· Jo t't. ~'U. :::l 
~O • 1\'>h..!l l,Y' tJrlnlq tIS6 V • 4 "if)Jter ()t l "4Ui 0 

• I I , u ! I I I.II I", '1I•• I!J I.tlt. • UI"' • • kOM'f1 1 1 "-«'". I ' ~ .t!> 

~ • h i b~ t;.r,.A,-, !'>I ulh , • Q)I"V a ".d~ U .'5 :: 

a: XI 

: NEW '86 CATALOG NOW AVAILABLE S4.00 ~ 
o Cat lll~9. FREE_ wit h 8120.00!",~~e,._ ::t 
~ OTTO PARTS Supcr 9rlt..o:; 2 /S22 .00 + S1 .50ehipping 0 

cn.ft.,,"",-,llP.stIh 'L-S ;¥kIS I dJtOJ~ ·ULCacOlug fHEE Wllh u-4 ~r "DUI 
~ ~ 
a: 9659 REMER STREET, 50. El MONTE, CA 91733 XI 

: (818) 579-5875 iii 
OTTOPARTSOTTQ~ARTSOTTOP~RTSOTTOPAR 

CatalogB ava i lable at the 

TCA meetings for .2.00 ea. 


Jerry Bishop 
i t< wrec ki n ' pm out 

l UO pluG Corv a i r s !!! 


JERRY BISHOP' S TOWING 

& SALVAGE 748 - 1444 

4260 E . ILLINOIS, 

TUCSON , ARIZONA 85714 

http:2/S22.00
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TUCSON CORVAIS ASSOCI ATION REGULA~ MONTHLY MEETING 

FOURTH WEDNESDAY of each Month. 
Piccadilly Cafeteria, 6767 E. Broadway, Tucson 

6130 pm: Parking Lot Bull Session 
7.00 pm: Dinner (Optional) 
7: ItO pm: 11eet i ng Star t .. 

COMING EYENTS 

Jan 181 Tuc s on Corvair Association OLD PUEBLO WINTER RALLY 
M~e t SW corner of EI Con Mall at 1.30 pm. 
Fin] ,," at one of Tucson's finer dinning establishments. 

Bri ng : 	 A clipboard. pencil or pen, samll calculator, a 
car to drive, and a navigator ! 

Feb 15. TCA and Cactus Clubs ' picni c at Picacho Peak. Details later. 

TUCSON 	 CORVA IR ?\SSOCIATION 
P.O. Bo x 501t0 1 
Tucson. Arizo na 85703 

.... ..... ...---' 	 If 



