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TUCSON CORVAIR ASSOCIATION. 


CORVAIHSATION is a aunthly Dublicatiun uf th< TUCSON , CORVAIR ASSOCIATION., Nhict. is d~di"t~d to the 
pr~servatl0n of the Corvair lodel o( the Chevrolet Motur DivIsion, The Tucson ~orvalr aSSOciation IS a 
,hartered lelbe, .f the CORVAIR SOCIETV OF AMERICA (CORS~I. 

MONTHLY MEETINGS arr held on the fourtt, Wednesday of each lonth ''''pt Dec ••ber. One technical !social 
eve,,\ IS plannrd for every .onth r,crpt July and August. 

MEMBERSHIP DUES are $10 per year 'Old are payable to ' the TUCSON CORV~IR ASSOCIATION through the 
Meloership Ch,ir.an. 

CORSA MEMBERSHIP DUES arr ~c5 per ye., ar,d include a subscription to the COR SA C.lluniqur, a 
.onltoly publication. See a TeA Offic.r for, ••lboeshlP 'pplicati on. 

CLASSIFIED ADS ,re fR£E to a TC~ M. ,bers ,nd $1.00 per line to ,11 ottoers. The do,line for .aterials 
sub.itted for publication i, tho lOth of the lonth for th,t ",oth's issue. Mail or deli .. r all .. tori,l, to 
the CorvairsatJ[ln Editor. Articles iUE' MelcClle for pubilc~tl(ln. 

BUSINESS MAILING ADDRESS: P.O . So, 50401, Tucson, Arizona 85703. 

WHEELS &, SPOKES 

PRESIDENT MEMBERSHIP CHAIRMAN 
Alfons.o Ri'Yas (Dues &Chang. of ~ddre5S) 


3489 Vi, Guadalupe Carole Sanf(ofd 

Tuc<.n AZ 8511b 1710 S Ce,l"n Plac. 

(b02 I 325-078 I Tucs"n AZ 85749 


i6021 B8~-9214 
VICE PRESIDENT 

LIBRARIAN 
Dave B"er 
70\1 Arrowhead Drive 
Tucson AZ 85715 
I b021 883-;337 

TREASURER CORVAIRSATION EDITOR 
nite H.yden Viif, Pershinq
6971 NBl,. Sly Terrace. \842 WPas•• de 1" C(olinas
Tucson AZ 857.1 Tucson A2 85745 
(b021 297-0219 (b021 743-9185 

RECORDING SECRETARY BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
Bever ly Ba'er Current TCA Office" , Don 
7(141 ArrtcNhBd Drive Rc,IJlnson) Carole Sililf6r d, 

Tucson AZ 95715 and the CDrvair"tlon Editor 

Ib021 993-4337 


BOARD MEMBER-AT-LARGE 

AI.n Alwood 

\287 NLi.berl.st Pl,ce 

Tu(s.n AZ 95705 

(0021 998-\\33 NON-MEMBERS. 


We .ould like to invitr you to join
the Tucion Corviir ASiOclltion. We 
.ill ••nd you Ihree .coopli.entary 
iiiues of thl Corvilriitlon and 
..Ico.e you to att.nd all of our 
octivitits. This is a grut chane. 
to get 10 tooN us. M. latter whal 
~our Corvair interests Ire, you'll 
find a 10\ of 900d folts wilh 5i.il.r 
interests in the Tucson Corvair 
As.ocialion. If JOU decide to join 

,~ U" the due. are only flO per year. 
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From the President ............. . 


want to thank those of you that drove Corvairs out to 
our April mid-month activity. It got off to a shaky start, 
but everyone had a good time once we figured out where it was 
being held. The Corvairs driven out to the show did an 
e.cellent job of representing our Club. We can all be proud, 
not just of the show cars that turned out, but of the daily 
drivers as well. 

The mid-month activity for May will be held at the end 
of the month on May 31st. Details for the potluck picnic can 
be found further on back in this newsletter. It's a very 
nice place to have a picnic, so try to make it out there. 

One item I'd like to mention briefly is Project Monterey 
which is sponsered by the Cactus Corvair Club of Phoeni •. 
The CCC is helping to restore Doug Roe's early model Corvair 
rac e car. Hopefully it will be ready in time for Doug Roe to 
drive it in the Monterey Vintage Car Race in August. To 
raise money far the project, a raffle is being held. First 
prize will be a freshly built Corvair motor of up to 140 HP. 
Don Robinson will handle the sale of the tickets. He should 
have them in time for our May meeting. We'll also give you 
more details at that time. 

Finally, Frank Held our temporary Vice President and 
full-time can man would like those of you turning cans to 
crush them beforehand. If your turning in newspapers, bundle 
them up. Ta king time to do these thinghs will make his job 
just a little easier. 

Al Rivas 
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Dou{,) Roe's tu/bocha/glld raCCI has be"", dra stic ally moo.Ilod with a Iron, ··ronow­
plow" which cleans up .he cal aerodynamically -- and prOlliae$ an unusual 
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COR VlI I R S _.....::.20-=----_ PRESENT____4~1~__ 

~he reqular monthly meeting of the Tucson Corvair Association 
was called to order at 7:45 PM by newly elected President Al 
~ivas on April 22, 1987 at the Picadilly Cafeteria, 6767 E. 
Broadway, Tucson, Arizona. 

'Phe minutes of the previous meeting were approved as printed 
in the Corvairsation. 

Under old business, we were reminded that the organization is 
still in need of a vice-president. The location of the car 
show featuring Corvairs and Porsches has been changed to the 
Gemco parking lot at speedway and Kolb . This event will take 
place on April 25, 1987. 

Paul Stewart introduced his wife, Julie, who came to the meet­
ing for the first time. 

The suggestion to have guest speakers at the meetings was in~ 
troduced under new business. The monthly activity for May 
will be at ,Z\qua Caliente Park on May 30 th. ;~ore details will 
follow. There will be no mid-monthly activities in the months 
of July and August. 

lifter the break, the drawing was held with gifts donated by 
c unningham Corvair , I nc., Tucson Corvair Association, and 
picadilly c a feteria. After license plate numbers TTR 429 
and 3AL666 were called with no response, a $10.00 gift cert­
ifica ted from the caferteria was given to Al Rivas. 
for his plate No. H 27 . Other prizes were won by l1ike Hayden 
Al Rivas, Don Bortle, Diane Evans, and John Eliot. 

An interesting tech session followed and for sale items an ­
nounced. 

Alan ,Z\twood will ha ve the program for nex t month. 

'rhe meeting adjourned at 9:00PM. 

Respectfully submitted, 

,, ­
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110 HP-Automatic 
140 HP-All Wi st 

SPEClFICAnONS 
1969 
O\'onlllenltb .. .... , .. , . , . t8l.3Lo. 

HeIght • .. , ........•. , . 51.2, 81.1!1in. 

Wldlh ............... .. , ... 69, 'ln, 

Wboolba'8 ..... .. ..... .... 108.0 In. 

Dt.placoment .... .. ..... , 164 cu. In. 

Bore x Stroh .. .... ... 3.437)( 2.94lD. 

Horsepower / Torque: 

Turbo-All' ., . , 95@3600/ 154pound,­


feel @ 2400; 110 @ «00/160 @ 2800; 
"0 @ 5200/160@3600 

ComprolllOIl Reth) : 
Turbo·AIr, ......... 8.25, 9,25: 9.25:1 
Tr8DIJtDiuloD Rallol: 
3-..,eed .... .. .. , ... 3.11, l.U.1.00:1 
4-Jpeed ..... , .3.11,2.20.1.47,1.00:1 
Aulomallc ............... 1.82. 1.0:1 
Rear AAle Ratio.: 
Standard .. ..... ..... ..... .. 3.17:1 
Opllo.al ... , ... 3.55:1 (al ... 'Iandard) 

ENGINE NUMBER SUffiX CHART 

CORVAIR FOREVER 

We come the the end of our yearly highlights with the 1969 Corvair. 

We hope you have enjoyed our series featuring all the model years. 


1969 PRODUCTION: 6,000 units. 

Coupe: 5,479 	 Convertible: 521 
500: 2,762 Monza: 521 

Monza: 2,717 

TUNE-UP SPECS: 

Distributor: dwell: 31-34 degrees 
gap: .016" (used); .019" ( new) 
breaker arm tension: 19 - 23 ounces 

Tim i ng : 	 95 HP-Standard (Dist No 110452) : 6° BTDC 
95 HP-Automatic (Dist No 110453) : 14 ' BTDC 
110 HP-Standard (Dist No 110454 ) : 4' 8TDC 

( Dist No 110455) : 12' BTDC 
No 110454): 4' BTDC 

MANUFACTURER'S 

SUGGESTED 


RETAn. PRICES 


1969 
500 bll'dtop 2·dr .............. 2.142 

Moou bardtop 2· •..... • ..... 2.506 

Mooz.a cOl1l1ertlble .••... ... . . . 2,625 


REAR AXLE IDENTIFICATION 

CDAVAIA (3.27 ralio) AA 
COAVAIA (3.55 ralio) ... . . .. .... . . . . AS 
CORVAJR POIOitraclion {3.27 ratio). .. . . AC 
COAVAIA POlOitrsction (3.55 ratio) .. .. . . AD 

Manual TranIO. . .......... . .. ........ ' AC High Performance PowergJide . . . . . • • • . . . . . .. AF 
High Performance ....••.... ...••••. ... AD Special High Pllform,nce . . . • • . . . • • . • . . . .. AG 
Powergride AE High Performance Powerglide .. .• • . • • . . . .. AH 

CQRVAIR MODEL SERIES IDENTIFICATION 1965-69 

Corllair ..... . 10100-10500-10700 Monze (2·Dr .) .. ... 10537·10567·10737·10767 
Corvair (2·Dr.l .. ..• . . 10137-1 0537-1 0567- Manza ICony.). . ... 10567·10767 

Corvair (4·Dr J 
Corv,if Std . 

Corvair Std . (2·Dr.) 
Corvo,ir Std. 14·0r.l 
Monza ... 

10737·10767 Monza (4·Dr.) ... ..• . ...•........... 10539 

10139-10539 Cons ....... . . , •• ... .. •... . 10737·10767 
10137-10139 Cona (axe. Can ... .) ................... 10737 

. ..... ' ..•.... 10137 Corsa (Con .... )..•. . ._ .. .. . • . .. 10767 
....... ... ...•. ... 10139 F.C .. ... R1206 

. . 10537·10539·10567·10737·10767 Greenbrier A1206 

http:Opllo.al


letter to '69 convertible 
O\Nners 

ihanks very much for your reply to and in terest In a 

r o ster for -69 C o rval' c onvertib le owners. 

What makes '89 c onv ertibles so Interesting to Car­

vair enthu siasts 7 Well. obvlOysly. 1969 was the last 
yesr for manufac ture and the conv ertIbles do hav e the 

loweSt creduc tlon at I!!Iny CONS" csr. To one o wner, 
though. thiS model represen~s me peak of dev e lopment 

and refinement of [he C ONlllr. l imited though. t may be 

due (0 corporate marketing pol iCies. True. the Corse w ith 

its speci el instrumentation and turbo-charged eng ine 

opuon had been d i , cont lnu&cl two years earlier. but Im­

prov ements cont inued to find thelf way mto the car 

than ks to the nsw federal safary standardS 

heedrest,. s ide marker l ights. dual brake systems, 

c ollapSible s teering column . etc We should also mentIon 

the aIr In je Ction reactor system (smog pump) which may 

reduce exhaust pollutants. but which IS also such a 
bother for engine servicIng . But aven the A I R system 

necessitated a few Improvements: a twelve plate all 

r.ooler (pre\liously only on the 4 carb and turbo engines) 

By Mor' Elli, 

and t he aluminized muHler( s) Three and f :>ur speed c ars 

a re 8130 blessed W ith a muc h Impro\led Clutch c able. 

hav ing an alfcraft Qualltv " sperCQid " Jomt at the pedal 

end. In plac e of t ha prevIous stationary ball. No more 
broken cables I 

On the negat ive Side. '69 Corvalfs do suffer from poor 

8ssemblv Qua l i ty and body/chaSSIS rust. espeCially In the 

w heel w ells and fro nt c rossmembar Structural failure of 

the c rossmember could cause a seriOus aCCident It IS 

strongly suggested your car be checked Chevrolet has 

Indirec tly aCknow ledged thiS problem by remanufac­

turrng a Supply of crossmembers - they are available 
from dealerS . 

Hope the Information enclosed IS of Interest to you 

Mark Ell i S <j:> 
Radnor. Pa \ ...> 

CORVAIR IS DEAD aeneral MolO" drove the Jin.aJ nail into the 
, coffin wlln a cool announcement that production 

had Stopped and thai the facilities will be used (or building the NO\la and components for 
the XP-887. 

The news came as no surprise. From iu sales peak of 317,389 in 1961, the Corvair went 
steadily downhiU, to 86.211 in 1966,24.306 in 1967 .•nd 12,887 in 1968. When the end 
came, 2.183 bad beeD sold iD the J969 model year, wd some 1900 remained in stock. 
When the 1969! were introduced, Corvair was [he only GM car without the locking 
steeriog column that becomes a governmeot requirement in 1970, SO it didn 't take mucb 
guesswork. 10 k.now that the car's days were numbered. 

What.happened'! We think. it was a natural death. Ralph Nader did his bit. but we doubt 
he deserves all the credit or the blame. He made nol5C, but lile most reformers Nader 
preac.hes to the convened. Those who decided not to buy a Corvalr after hearing from 
Nader wouldn't bave bought one anyway; they Just ....·ouJd ha ...·e bad 10 find some otber 
rea.&OD. 

Corvair never made it as an economy car. That's Ytbat Chevrolet had in mind. but tbe 
stripped Corvair 1(X)s, the cars people were supposed to wanl. clogged the back lou of 
every dealer who took them. The car didn't move until it became the Monza, a nimble, 
nashy unonhodo~ enthusiast's car that made up Wli.b fun what it lacked in good. fuel 
mileage and lroublefree operation. 

Chevrolet still wanted the economy markel, and introduced the conventional Chevy n . 
Ford did. in facL have a better idea. The Falcon didn't seil. but the Must.ang sold, and 
created an entire new market. Chevrolet lOOk. the hint, and brought out the Camaro for 
1967. Camara sold. Corvair sales were cut to less than one-third of the 1966 total. When 
Corvair was the sportiest compact, it sold, When it was Ihe weakest Ponyc3r, it didn·1. 

Could Chevrolet have done more? Sure, but for what'! Cutting me Camara advertising 
aDd development budget would hun the successful car, and there's no proof it would help 
the failure . Why develop an American Porsche, when the public has sbown it doesn't want 
an American VoJ~wagen? 

Chevrolet may have a soh spot for tbe car. Anyone who has bought a J969 Corvair will 
be issued a nontransferable certificate Cor $150, redeemable on the purchase of any 1969· 
1973 Chevrolet. It's tough to have an orpban at trade-in time, and Chevrolet bu done wbat 
it could, and more than the olber manufacturers have done in similar circumstaDces. Right, 
DeSoto, Edsel, and Nash owners? 

Rnt i.o Peace, COrYair-. 

'--.­
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POTLUCK AT AGUA CALIENTE PARK 


Sunday. May 31st from 10:00am to 4:00pm 

Bring a meat item to barbeque, as well as a dish to 
sh ar e with others such as a salad, vegetable or dessert. 
Yo u'll need to bring plates, silverware and condiments~ Be 
sure to bring a lawn chair as seating may be limited. 

NO ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGES! I 

TCA will p ro vide sodas, ice. charcoal and lighter fluid. 

Ilow do I get there? I will have copies of a map showing 
how to get to the park at the May meeting. If yo u can't make 
lt to the meeting. here are the directions: Get on Tanque 
Verde Road and head east. At the intersection of Catalina 
Highway and Tanque Verde, continue east on Tanque Verde for 
another 3 miles. Go past Houghton Road, past Melpomene. to 
Soldier Trail Road. You wi 11 see a sign for Soldier Trail 
Road and then another one for Agua Caliente Park. Turn left 
on Solier Trail Road and head north. past Fort Lowell Road to 
Roger Road. Turn right at Roger Road. Do not d rive past the 
Agua Caliente Park sign. As you drive east on Roger Road you 
wil l see the Park en t rance on yo ur left. The potluck will be 
~t Family Area #1. a sma ll island j ust north of the parking 
lot. Hope to see y ou there' 

-=---~ -=- ----=-=- - ­
~ -- ~ --- =- - --- -. ----- ---~ 

The San FranCisco Bay Area & Valley CORSA Clubs 
Are Co-Hosting a CORSA'Sanctloned 

GOLDEN GATE MINI-CONVENTION 
Friday, August 21 Sunday. AUgu8t 23, 1987 

.. ...r.: -... 
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SL.l.rflfTlE!'r- ? 

• KJck-~ P1lrty & Dance • Swap Mael & Vendors Here~s a great alternative!! 
• Concours inside the Luulflous • Self-Gulded Signt-ae6lng Toulli 

Le Baron HOlel m San JO&e of the Sen Frandeeo Bay Alea 

• R/Illye • Child CAre (dunng Kkk-oH Party & BanQuel) 

• Paoong LOI Beauty Cootesl • ~I Displays 
• Model car Coneoun> 

• Awarda Banquet • And mora "I 

------=----- -- ­
-~ --- ----~--- ----:. - - --- - - -=- -~-~ 

BrIng the W'hole t.mUy .nd combIn. the mlhl-oC:lrNenHon wtth • caH1om_ IlUmrMf Vllcatlon 

you'll ne'4r 'cxvetl 


S.nd $3 for your Regl'lnl llonIll'lfO/"T1lol. tloo PIIctl.et M.~ your CheCk. ~~ 10: 

"Golden a.t. Mlni-Corlftrrttan"I and aend 1110 Joe Caruto. p,e. Box 126,Fremont. CA 945.:36, 


~ - -=------=-- ---=--==- -= 

~---=- ---=- - --,,""- - - ---. - - --- - . - - - ­
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FOR SALE: '68 MoNZA, 2-door, 
110 HP, ~-speed, recentl y 
overhauled wi pistons. jugs, 
et al.,paint and upholstr y 
needs attention, Good bod y new 
tir~ s . You need to see it. 
Wi I 1 dri v e it to Tucson if 
1nterested 1n looking at it. 
Antho ny 8er ver, 11 0 E . 3rd 
St. , Saffo rd, AZ, 855~6, 
1-~28 -263~ 

~oR SALE: '61 GREENBRIER, no 
motor or t r ansmissi o n, lots of 
extr a p a rts (2 old eng ines), 
Good body. Anthony Server, 
110 E. 3rd St., Safford, AZ, 
855 1,6, 1 '- ~28-263~ 

FOR THE no-IT-yoURSELFER:Mag 
ignition wires & long rotors, 
plus all regular ignition 
items . Wrapped fan belts , air 
& oil filters plus v iton 
a-rIngs and oil cooler s eals. 
Call Gordon Cauble 299-11 2 2. 

FOR SALE: New and Good Used 

Parts. Early & late clutch 

cables, clutch discs and 
bolted flywheels; ' 66 Corsa 
wheel covers; '65-'66 
headliner for ~-door, light 
blue; earl y & l ate blower 
bearings; '63- ' 6~ re·ar axle 
bearings wi axles; '65 Corsa 
wiring harnesses; '65 tail & 
bac k-up 11ght assemblies; 
Corsa air cleaner assembl y . 
Call Gordon Cauble @ 299-1122. 

FOH SALE: '6~ MoNZA2-door, 
automatIc, needs work but 
sound body, engine &: ai r 
conditionIng. Ca 1 1 Del Light 
883-679~. 

FOR SALE: '65 MoNZA2-door, 
reco nditioned engine 
install.'d, running, needs bod y 
& interior work. 3-speed 
manual transmission. Call Del 
Li ght 883-679~. 

TECH Tl P 

WEATHER STRIP REMOVAL (Bruce St . Gean, S.O.C.C. ) 

Certaiflly one of the mo,t fru~trating tasks 1S weather­
strip removal. In tll~ p'!st, I used se veral touls, such as 
screw drivers and knives, and found th~t they did ~ u t 
completely remove the ulJ weatherotrip. Alsu, I usually 
slipped and scratched the paint. Finally, the weather­
strip groove was all ,cratched up and, unless pa1nted, 
was sure to rust. 

The solution? Use a blow dry~r! Select one with seve,al 
heat settings. Get the r~mov3l started in the usual way 
with a screwdriver. Then point the blow dryer between the 
weaLher s t ri p and the groo ve at a 45 degree angle, heating 
the adhesive and surrounding metal. Apply gentle pulling 
force to the strip and, presto! It comes right off! You 
must watch the strip to be sure that the separation stays 
between the adhesive and dces not break into the weather­
strip . If that happens, you are probably going too fast, 
or have too 1<1'" a ~eat se ttil',g . You will find that an u,,­
believat,ly c l~an job can be done (on the trunk, for ex­
ample) in ten minutes' 



TRESURER'S REPORT 

Balance April I, 19B7 ........•... $1,073.50 


Income 
Dues ..•..........•..•. ··· 75 . OO 
Raffle tickets ...•.•..••. 43. 00 
Merchandise sales ......•. 26. 00 
Aluminum cans .....•..... 119.74 

Total Income .•.........•.... ·.·····$263.74 


Expenses
Corvairsation ..•.....•... 22.00 
Raffle ~ merchandise ...•. 31.32 
Corvair video ..... . ....•• 39.B9 
Car show .................. 14.01 

Total Expenses ...........•.•. ··.· . . $107.22 


Balance May I, 1987 ............ $1,230.02 


Alan Atwood 

CONFRONTATIONAL 
DUES SECT I ON ~.. 

Due in JUNE 
Allen Elvick 

Due in MAY 

Due in APRIL 
Chris Cunningham 
Don Hillman 

Dropped for Nonpayment 
Peter Moga 

Douglas Dyke 


Jerry Bishop 
i s wrec kin' em out -

100 plus Co rvai rs!!! 

JERRY BISHOP'S TOWING 

& SALVAGE 748-1444 

4260 E . IlliNOIS . 


TUCSON . ARIZONA 85714 


http:1,230.02
http:1,073.50


622-0478 
CUNNINGHAM'S 

CORVAIR AUTOMOTIVE 2635 N. Stone Ave. 18, Tucson 

DIny Gunnini~3m 'larr¥ Dlndrida! 

Corvair Specialists 
lo.elgn & dome.tle ee •• too 

8 am - 5pm Mon - Fri 
.....,pol"lm_"' n.e...." 

5 ....,01.,. by oppoln,m_n' 

New & Ueecl P.rte 

Towing 

FUN STUFF SALES 

SPECIALIZING IN TRUCKS. SPORTS CARS 

RV'S 6 MOTORCYCL.£S 

(602) Z93-6668 RICHARD 6 PEGGV 
631 E. PRINCE: AUFMUTH 

TUCSON. AZ 85705 ~'nORS 



TUCSOol conVAIR ASSOCIATION R£G!.LAR f'IONT....y I1E"EI!t!'i 

F"DLI?TH WEDNESDAY of f!ar:h month 
Pir:c:.dllly c.fet.... la. 671>7 E. Broadway, Tur:son 

6:30 p~1 Parking Lot Bull Session 
7:00 Pili: Dinner (Optional) 

7,40 p•• ~tlnQ 5tarts 


-
COMING EVENTS 

May 31: Pot Lllr:k at Aqua CalIente Pa.. k. 10 a. to 4 p •• 
(Se.. deta; I .. insld.. thi .. is&ue) 

.Tune 281 TechlTu...... ~ SessIon. Get b'i'"••dy for. day of 
e"p..rt Instru<.;tlonl 

Tur:son Co.." .. ;r A......r:;ation 
P.O. 00.. 50401 
Tllr:&On Ar; zona 95703 


