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From the President.....cccucu.. _—

Happy New Year!

I waited until today, Martin Luthur King Jr’s birthday
holiday, so that 1 could say something about the January

activity held on January 14th. I was great! We met for
breakfast at the Roundup—-—--seventeen people were there for a
great meal. Then we cruised down to the Rodeo Parade Museumy

where we were met by Del LLight and Ed Dryden for the tour.
The Museum is centered around a typical western street with
variuos shops and artifacts of the old west. The variety of
old wagons and equipment dates back more than 100 years. The
rodeo parade is February 23rd this year if you would like to
csee some of the vehicles in action. Also, the Museum is open
untill Rodeoc Days on Saturday and Sunday, 12 noon to 4 pm.
Thanks to Del and Ed for this interesting tour.

We have received the new CORSA rosters and new golf
shirts, which will be on display at the January meeting.
Don’t miss the big sale of late model door window "fuzziesg"
-—- they are on sale at the January meeting for less than half
price -- GSeventy-five cents per foot in four and eight foot
lengths.

The nominating committee will be presenting the slate of
officers at the January meeting for the election at the
February meeting. If vyou would like to serve, please contact
Bob Thompson. We always need people like vyoul!

February’s activity 1s an economy run to Bisbee - the
Valentine’s Run. Plan to run to Bisbee with a friend, spouse
or best buddy. We’ll leave from the Chevron station on Park
and Benson Highway at 10:30 am on February 19th. First we
will meet at the JB Restaurant (Park & Benson Hwy) for
coffee, then top off the tamnks at the Chevron station. We
should arrive at Bisbee about 12:30, where we will gas up
again, and proceed to the Copper Queen Hotel for lunch. Plan.
now to attend because we need a headcount at the January
meeting, or call me not later than February 14th.

Cans...Cans...Cans!! Bring them to the January meeting.
I will have the seats out of the vanm so we can haul all thosce

cans to the recyclers.

See you the January 25tht

Don Robinson






So the Chevrolet announcement came as good news. Here
was an air-cooled car that everyone could buy. This new
engine was to be an alternate choice in the famous Chevrolet
Superior models. Outwardly, the only difference between
Copper-Cooled versions and standard Chevys was a louvered,
sheet-metal griile instead of the exposed radiator core.

As in most air-cooled engines, the cylinders were indi-
vidually produced. They were machined both inside and out
to get uniform wall thickness. The vertical, sheet-copper
fins formed loops around the cylinder and were fused 1o the
iron to give quick heat transfer 1o the radiating surfaces.

The cylinders were mounted on the crankcase in pairs,
capped by two pairs of overhead-valve assemblies, The fins
between the adjacent pairs were necessarily short and con-
sequently had less cooling capacity. To offset this, the intake
valves were placed above the short-finned sides. The exhaust
valves were thus toward the outside ends in each pair, where
cooling was a bit more effective.

These fins were enclosed by a large sheet-metal housing,
and this was open at the front and bottom. Above the en-
gine, a large, pressed-metal air duct. with a valve access
door, blew out the hot air being drawn up and forward. It
was expelled by a large squirrelcage blower. The axis of
this fan was at the top of the engine and was driven by a
V-belt from the crankshaft. Other items that made this
engine radical for its day were an automalic spark advance
and a belt-driven generator.

The engine was a square Four, with a bore and stroke of
3.5 inches. This gave a displacement of 134.6 cubic inches.
(It was the smallest engine Chevrolet ever produced.) With
a 4-10-1 compression ratio, it developed a maximum of 22
hp at 1750 rpm. The touring car, for example, on a wheel-
base of 103 inches, weighed 1670 pounds. That's a power-
to-weight ratio (with five passengers) of some 111.5 to |.
Price was $725 minus accessories. Base prices began some
200 higher than models with regular water-cooled engines.

“There was a full range of roadsters, coupes, sedans, and a

sedanette as well as the touring models.

After less than 300 of these cars were built, they were
called back to the factory without explanation. One rumor
has it that the recalled cars were loaded onto barges and
dumped into Oakland Bay outside San Francisco. At least
two now rest in U.S. museums. One (much like a lamb
among wolves) is owned by the Henry Ford Museum in
Dearborn, Michigan. So it 1ook some 37 years before an
American company would again produce an economical
air-cooled automobile. Ironically it was again Chevy. /m1

. ke

QOverhead valves were activated by exposed pushrods and rocker
arms, Starter motor potnted downward from top of the fivwheel,

Five-passenger touring car of 1923 sold for $725 f.0.b. Flint,
Michigan. Air-cooled engine was widely hailed by the public.

Countinuous copper fins were fused into cast-iron cylinders 1o
give maximum cooling, Exhaust valves siood toward outer fins.

a
Air-flow diagram shows how cooling dratr entered throuzh ithe
bortom of meral shroud. was driven out by b1y squurrel-cage fan.
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