














"I'LL BE LATE ,HONRY., SINCE THE
LATLH BROKE, IT'VE HAD TwO
MOTDRCYCLES ANP A VOLKSWAG"EN
THINK T WAS AN EXIT RAMP

Ed Murphy, Corvair Houston

95's ARE NMOT CORVAIRS........by Harb Karner

So you're proud of your Greenbrier or Rampside or Cor-
van, ah? And you think this is the finest Corvair on
the road? What you actually have is & Chevrolet truck
with & Corvair engine and drive train. That's right!
Fishar and GM's Automotive Division didn’'t have a
thing to do with them. They were made by the Chevy
truck plant in Indianapolis.

A1l this came light at [a] CCRSA meeting, whera a de-—
sign engineer kept an overflow crowd speli-bound with
delightful stories and incidents about Corvans, Green-
briers, etc, Ha confessed he didn't know much about
the engine, but did say the engine and trans front
mount are different than for the car - as several
owners have found out. Reason? It’'s a truck, remem—
ber, and put together 1ike a tank.

Skin panels are much stronger than the car because
they are relatively flat, no stamping or extrusion.
"Simple bands and brake work.” There's less rust,
also, bgcause whan the body panels were made at In—
dianapolis, the interior color was sprayed on and the
extarior primed, thus no chance for any initfal rust
before assembly. After assembly, the sxterior was
given one shot of apoxy snamel - “real heavy” were his
words.

The top, or 1id, as ha called it, is bolted on. "But
when you get all the nuts off, don’t try to pry it off
- the engineers believed bolting wasn't enough and
walded it at the corners and window posts.” Front
suspension is also different; it’s a truck suspension,
and rarely gives trouble. The body was buflt in three
sections. The front contained the instrument cluster,
steering gear mount and suspension potints. The rear
was “the rafls, built 1ike a bridge,” that hang the
engine, suspension and drive train.

The Loadsidae and Rampside had a slick-floor option,
which covered the corrugated sheet-iron bed, so made
for strength. Otherwise, there were extremely few
options, and literally no change in the line from be-
ginning to end. One change did occur as a result of a
hilarious battle betwean design and production engi-
nears over rear door hinges. Originally, rubber bump—
ers ware mounted on the rear panels, near the side, to

stop the door. This offended the design boys, so a
soft metal piece was inserted into tha hinge to pre—
vant over-travel, This provad ineffactive - his
colorful recall: “well, those 1ittle metal things
kept crumbling up and the door would get dented. To
prove it, the design boys cama down, mad as hell,
slammed open rear doors, putting big dents in ‘em -
did it on 26 vans. So the enginears said, ‘0.K.,
you’ve proved your point, now you b---—-3, fix those
d--n doors!’" The final solution was to weld a smal]
strap on the back side of the hinge to prevent over-
traval. Examine your vehicle and if 1t has a rubber
bumpar for the rear door, it’'s an early one. If it
also has a little gadget in the hinge, it was made in
the middle of the battle. If a strap is walded on the
hinge (easy to spot), you have one made possibly in
late 1963, ‘64 or '85.

The Chevy Truck Division also made the interiors, in—
cluding the seats. "Don't try to figure out what mo-
del year you have by the upholstery. We used aevery-
thing under the sun - the most gosh—awful mix you ever
saw. Springs warea covered with tobacco cloth in some
casas, burlap in others. We used molded foam rubber
and alsoc slab rubber, plus any kind of cover we could
get our hands on!” If you have an 8-door van, it’s
rare, as you probably know. A single production run
was made of this panal and it lasted only two years.
It seems there was considerable controversy over
whether to produce the 8-door in the first place, and,
after one run, it was not repeated.

Thare’s much more, but, as the saying goes, “you had
to ba there.” [Check out] a Chevy Truck Parts Book.
Yep, you're right! It contains a listing for GM’s
most famous truck - the Corvair!

(Herb is a member of Green Country Corvair Group,
Tulsa, Oklahoma. This article was pirated from an
unknown newslettar - the year is also unknown.}

CORVAIR REENBRIER...

THE ALL-PURPOSE WAGON THAT RATES A SPOT
IN ANY POLICE CAR LINE-UP

well, it was a good idea
which didn’t catch on,
daspite the sales pitch.

In addition to the usual
description of the trusty

Greenbrier - Tits smooth
ride and easp of handling,
the economical air-cooled

6~cylinder engine and roomy interior”™ - the follou1n§"

was noted: ~wWith its optional third seat, it can
transport nine burly officers and all their gear.”

(from a GM ad in the files of Guy Bobkoff}

From Enchanted Corvaire oewslette:







Thanks to Valley CORSA Rearview for this page.

Good Sounds for Your Corvair

For years I've put up with the miserable, scratchy, drifting low-fi
Delco radios in my daily drivers--longing for decent music for my two
hbgrs.of commuting each day. Partly out of Procrastination, other
priorities, and the alleged "fact' that they don’'t make radios with 6-
1/4“1nch shaft.spacing anymore, I continued to listen to the "crystal
set” sounds (kids, ask your grandperents what that means). Finally, 1
decided that I didn’t want to listen to this garbage anymore and that
I would find a way to update or retrofit a decent stereo into a late
model Corvair with & minimum of butchering. The criteria were set:

1) 671{4 inch shgft centers, 2) excellent sound, 3) user friendly, not
requilring an endineer to operate.

First of all, the 6-1/4 inch shaft spacing allows reuse of the
stock chrome bezel which would make the installation neat, simple and
attractive. Most aftermerket radios come with bezels not wide enough
to cover the dash hole completely, and shaft spacings short of the 6-
1/4 inch requirement. Secondly, the user-friendly part is
necessitated since I commute alone and don’t have e second person in
the car to read the international symbol translation dictionary as I
drive. These days, one can always tell when the driver of a new car
is tuning his radio--he’s the one weaving down the road. It's all I
cann do to drive and avoid those other weaving drivers--let alone try
to figure out all the cryptic little buttons that need to be pushed
with a pencil eraser. Just give me = good sounding phase~locked loop
receiver with decent-sized buttons!

Well Virginia, there is such & radio! Spark-o-matic Model #350 has
all these features at a decent price. The buttons are well defined
and are user friendly with just one reading of the instructions and
the sound is great! Clean looking installation with the only required
modification shaving 3/3% inch off the top and bottom of the stock
bezel opening. Cost: about $129 at FPep Eoys and Western Auto.

Harry Yarnell, Chesapeake Corvair

Late Model Shocks

Midas, of muffler fame, has in stock (or a day to order) Midas
Lifeguard Shocks that are warranteed for as long as you own your car.
The part number for the front is MB785 and the rear MB78B6. Cost is
$23.9@ each, though watch for sales. Buy three, get the fourth one
free.

Bob Fugate, San Diego Corvair Club

Window Channel Replacement Tip Courtesy CORSA Communique
By Steven PBarker,
Northwest Wisconsin Corvair Club

When replacing window channels with new stock, save all rosebud retainers
that are attached to the back of your old channel. To install new channels,
put old and new ones back to back and mark the position of the retaliner ontc the
new stock before removing them. Using a small drill bit, drill a hole through
the channel where the center of the retainer split will be. Then put all
retainers back into window opening. Line up new channel into the window opening
matching drilled holes with rosebud retailner. Using a small flat headed screw,
secure each retainer, The screw will go through the retainer's split and if
you use a flat screw, you will have a smooth operating window that will not hit
the glass. ,















