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TUCSON CORVAIR ASSOCIATION 


CORVAIRSATIONis a mOnthly publication of the TUCSON CORVAIR ASSOCIATION, which is dedicated to the-­

preservation of the Corvair model of the Chevrolet Motor Division. The Tucson Corvair Association is a chartered 

member of the CORVAIR SOCIETY OF AMERICA (CORSA). 


MONTHLY MEETINGS are held on the fourth Wednesday of each month except December. One technical/social 

event is planned for every month except JuJv and August. 

MEMBERSHIP DUES are $10 per year and are payable to the TUCSON CORVAIR ASSOCIATION through the 

Membership Chairman. 


CHANGE OF ADDRESS: Send any change of address or phone number to the Membership Chairman. Don not send 

changes to the Ediitor. 


CORSA MEMBERSHIP DUES are $25 per year and include a subscript ion to the CORSA Commllniqlle, a monthly 

publication. See a TCA Officer for a membership application. 


CLASSIFIED ADS are FREE to a TCA Members and $t .OO per line to all others. The dealine for materials submitted 

lor publication is the 10th of the month for that momh's issue. Mail or deliver all materials to the Corvairsation Edilor. 

Art icles are welcome for pubilcation. 


BUSINESS MAILING ADDRESS: P.O. Box 50401 , Tucson, Arizona 85703. 
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MONTHLY MEETING OF THE TUCSON CORV~IR ~SSOCIATION 

The regular monthLy meeting of the Tucson Corvair Association 
was called to order at 7:45 p.m. by President RON ALLEN at 
the Picadilly Cafeteria on Wednesday, September 26, 1990. 

Reports of the secretary and of the treasurer as published 
in the CORVAIRSATION were accepted. 

The following persons joined our Club: 

MICHAEL BEGALA KATHY KUENN 

PAUL KENNEDY EVELYN KENNEDY 

HOWARD FI SHER 

Eleven members indicated a desire to exhibit a Corvair at 
the CAS~ de los NINOS CAR SHOW '90 to be held Saturday, 
October 6 , at Reid Park.DAVE B~KER was in charge of arrange­
ments. 

Members were encouraged to sign up early for the ANNUAL TC~ 
CHRISTM~S PARTY to be held December 19, 1990 at the 
SMUGGLER'S INN. Make your reservation with VICK HOWARD. 

License Plate winner of the evening was MARIE WILLIAMSON. 


The Tech Session followed the break, and included discussion 

by JERRY LEWIS and RON ALLEN on vapor lock. 


There were six raffle winners of the evening: 


LARRY DANDRIDGE (2) MAC POST ( 2 ) 

JERRY LEWIS K~THY KUENN 

Meeting adjourned at 8:45p.m. 

Respectfu1l1 SUb/i ttej: 

j/~'1t tf:, . ~~~,U-~-
Vern e Cauble 



What's Your Corvair Worth? 

from . Old Cars Price GUide, December 1990 
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car that ia not driven. or a very poor amateur reateration. All 


2) FINE: Well·restored, or a combin ­ componenta may need restoration to be 

ation of superior restoration and excel· "excellent," but the car ia mOltly we­


Th. worth of an old cal is a"ballpark" lent original. Alao, an extremely well­ able "as is." 
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1990 Casa de los Ninos Car Show 

This was the best Cas a Show remember. There were an usuall y 
number of good cars to be seen. There were 15 Corvairs - the most 
I think there ha v e ever been at a Casa Show . There wer~ several 
early model and several late models and l o ts of conv ertibles and 
even an Fe or two. Vertually ever y Ca,vair model was represented. 
All the Cars were cleaned up nice and looking their best. We did 
oursel v es proud! 



Illizzle 


Thanks to the Vintage Times, 
newsletter of Vintage Corsa of 
Orange County for this great 
puzzle. 

D S E I R E S D E R D N U H E V I F V I AIR COOLED 
C G T N I R P S C F J K S Y A X C OH K CAVALIER 
J R R E I R B N E E R G R E E N B R I R CHEVROLET 
U N B H F Y N S E D A N M V C N K W F E CONVERTIBLE 
E S T I N G E R H K D F H X M L F A M S COUPE 
T B B 0 P T E L 0 R V E H C Y E G R C E CORSA 
P W T B K P I I 0 A I R C o 0 L E D A I CORVAIR 
R U I V U D Y R D C M N F N E A H C V R CORVAN 
I I Z 0 V T E B I B D G M V Z H I o A E DELUXE 
A K C Z D T G L J Z H G J E B W J N L S FIVE HUNDRED SERIES 
V P U H L H F H U T J E T R Z V X T I D FORWARD CONTROL 
R U D WA E F T N X I N F T 0 S V R E E GENERALMOTORSCORPORA~ON 
00 D G L R D L A T E E 01 U D E 0 R R GREENBRIER 

'---­C C E C E V D E H S I R U B K R W L B D LAKEWOOD 
F R D M D F K M V K H A J L Y C B F K N LOADSIDE 
G D I o C 0 R S H E F L PET B D 0 X U tv1CNZA 
V Y S E D A P R A A L M M 0 N Z A B V H NINE HUNDRED SERIES 
T P P Y G Y J F H 0 R 0 D E G A T L T N NINTYFIVE 
R S M M D A R L I N G T P E S G o J A E POWERGUDE 
A E A E H 0 T A T 0 P 0 Z E F D K R C V RALPH NADAR 
N 0 R A L P H N A D A R G L D S N F N E RAMPSIDE 
T Y K F R B Y M C 0 S S Y I E B E H M S SEDAN 
A R L U F K C V N U G C U J Y R Y A N E SEVEN HUNDRED SERIES 
X L A K E WO 0 D E K 0 0 H Q L K N D E SPRINT 
L E A N P V 0 I D E D R E R R T G J M V SPYDER 
E K G T S U J I E D B P D H S M o N A I STINGER 
H C S D H A L U E D C 0 S D o A L A L F TRANSAXLE 
A W E T G X I K N K R X V B R I V E Y TURBO 
H K R F R G K L U L o A-Q S I D E A 0 T ULTRAVAN 
A E G EWE F G E L O"T S 0 F F U R B N WHALE 
T D W D I R F V G N MI Y T T A E T G I YB¥O 
C o R V A N K L 0 Y F 0 H D S H K L K N 
P R Y I Y G J G D Z X N K G D_T D U B H PUZZLE DEVELOPED BY 
N N E H U N D R E D S E R I E S B U D RICHARD M HARTZUER 



. Service Savvy The "AI RCOOU: Roo 

Gas Shocks for Corvair? 

A couple of men have asked if new shoet. 


absorbers they buy should be the gas t ype. 
Having been in tlle chassis group at Cllevro­
let!CPC Engineering, I have a speaking know­

ledge of gas shocks and have answered that 

they are not necessary; not worth .the money. 

Bu t wait. Maybe ~ don't know wha t gas 
sh?ck absorbers are all about. Therefore 

a short article for the newsletter in in 

order. 


What are gas shocks ? They might also be 

called gas filled, gas charg~d, or ~ 


pressuredo Whatever you call them, there is 
a gas (usually nitrogen) in them, under 
pressure, as well as the normal hydraulic 
shock fluid. 


Why is the gas put in there? A shock 

absorber that is exercised greatly over rough 
roads will begin to aerate. Tile oil begins 
to froth. Oil with bubbles in it will not 
operate properly in the shock valving, and 
the shock loses damping control. Your wheels 
won t t stay planted on the groUlld. Shock 
valving is quite an art -to balance out "100se ll 

enough for a smooth ride, yet "tight" enough 
to retain wheel control by resisting aeration. 
Now if the oil is under pressure, that will 
suppress .neration, allmving the valving to be 
loosened more for ride, yet maintain t"heel 
control. BeCalJSe of the internal pressure, 
the shock is always extended while in the box. 
If you could apply etlou gh force to co llapse 
(shorten) it, it would pop rigllt back out 
when your force was removed. This pressure 
results in an upward push on your suspension 
that could very slightly raise the car. 

What types of gas shocks are available ? 
It seems like the Bilstein might be the one 
around longest. It is of single tube 
design in that what you see from the outside 
is the working cylinder for the piston. The 
shocks you are utied to se.e'1ng on your Corvair, 
or other car, is a twin ,ube. Seems like 
long ago when this type 3Ohock was used on 
cars it was called aircr4ft type, or double 
acting hydraulic~ " "Anyone remember for sure? 

" What you see on the outside is the oil 
re~ervoir. The "working cylinder is another 
tube inside. Therefore the name t~in cube. 
If the reservoir tube gets dented~ere is 
no harm. If the single tube type gets dented, 
the piston couldn't pass. The single tube 
is relatively heavy and denting is not really 
a concern. Gas pressure tt"in tube shocks are 
a relatively recent development. If that 
statement is wrong because of foreign usatlc , 
then at least their use and popularity in 
the USA is a rec ent tiling. A gas pressure 
twin tube shock looks just like any shock 

that yo u are familiar witll. Oh, there is 
another version of the twin tube that has 
been around for a long time. Delco marketed 
the Pleasurizer and they were OEM on certain 
GM cars. This one had a "pliacell" gas bag 
inside; a plastic envelope that was filled 

with gas, t"lrapped around the rod and stuffed 
into the reservoir. If a Pleasurizer or the 


more recent twin tube gas shocks lose the 

gas, they remain a normal shock absorber. 

I don't know if anyone markets a gas twin 

tube of length and attachment to fit a Cor­
vair. 

Should I buy gas shocks for my Corvair? 
On the positive side is a different (better) 

rod seal, and the rod should be more corro­

sion resistant. This should produce longer 

life. On the neutral side is the fact 

probably none of us drive our Corvai"rs in 

an aggressive enough manner to need gas 

shocks. Therefore you would never realize 


·you had anything different ~ Even an occasional 
gymkhana or slalom would not be enough shock 
exercise. 


On the negative side is higher price for 

gas shocks. Also, most any shock that could 
be purchased today for the Corvair \"ould nOt 
have the same valving that was on the new 
car. Service shocks tend to get standardized 
for the kind of ca rs we dri"ve. A gas shock 
would be another compromise, some being valved 
quite tight. You might or might not like the 
r~sultitlg ride. Then again, you could cont" 
sider them great as cOF.lpared to what was ,"orn 
out and thrown at"ay. All-in-all, I don't 
think you will get your money's worth by 
buying gas shocks. l1aybe the anSl4er "ould 
be different if you entered press-()n-regardl~ss 
competition every weekend. 

This article comes from The 
AireDale!, Newsletter of~e 
Detroit Area Carvair Club 

~---------------------------7 




Vairs 'n Spares 

FOR SALE : 1965 CORVAIR was just reconi,­
gur"d less than 200 mJies ago from a Cor.e 
180 hp Turbo (sad story of what happen to my 
pride and joy Varoooom - a S)ory too long to 
relate) to 11 ctlp. Has TB-30 Otto cam With 
fllJl-.afe gear, .060 over TRW forged pi>tons, 
vrton seals, Mallory dual-point distributor, Mal­
lory C/O ignition, Stewa(1-Warner oil pressure 
gage, Stromberg 2:banrel, '66 Saginaw ,,­
speed, positracTIon - 3.!'5!'5, telescopic st88nng 
wheel. Also new whrte headliner ~ rest of Inter!or 

IS black, new whrte paint job -famous dlBJmond 
glass, new turn signal switch. Asking price 
includes two 14 in rear mag wheels - on has the 
skin, all parts removed - 140 heads by Bill 
Coyle, water injectlon, rebuilt turbo - so buyer 
can return engine to 10Chp turbo configuration. 
Needs oversize valve gUides. Meets Old Cars 
Price GUloe grade 3 requirements. Get all of 
this for only $:2585. Call Fred Zimmerman any 
tJme at 887-6805. 10/90 

FOR SALE : 1969 ENGINE, $50. A good 
mechanic's project Almost complete. Alw an 
excellent small trailer with which to haul it or 
anything elsel $100. Call Don Davis 296-9811 . 

9/00 

FOR SALE : SPYDER COUPE, '64, white wi 
white seats and red Interior trim. Rust free body 
and new tires. A one owner car that can be 
driven anywhere. $ 3,500 OBO. Call Gordon 
Cauble (602)299-1122 9/00 

FOR SALE : '64 MONZA COUPE, 11 a.'auto­
matic, new interior wI headr€'st5 on front 
buckets, ne.v dark red exterior. A very sharp 
car; drive anywhere . Asking $3,500 OBO 
Contact Gordon CAuble (602)299-1122 9/90 

FOR SALE: SEVEN CORVAIRSI 3 - '65 
4.cjoor/ automatics, all running, need interior and 
paim; 1 - '63 2-door/au1omatic ; 1 - '65 conven­
iblE'/aurtomatic, needs paint, top and interior, 
runs. Al l for $7, Q(X) or will sell indiv idually. Many 
good parts for '63 including motor. Stored in 
Huachuca City. Call Pete Dillman 745-3725 In 
Tucson or 456-1171 in Huachuca City. 7/90 

FOR SALE : '64 GREENBRIER, automaTIc, 
not running, $500; '61 RAlMPSIDE, nuns, $1000 
Call Roben Segl, Case Grande, 1-836-6390. 

6,190 

FOR SALE: '60 700, 4-DOOR, strllJght bOdY, 
all orig inal pans, some parts rechromed, needs 
Interior and PllJnt $650 aBO. Don Schmm 
74!5-!'5581 . 6100 

FOR SALE : '65 CORVAIR COUPE, 110 
engine, 2nd owner, 5CK orglnBl mlle5, need5 
5ma:1 amount of body work Engine needs 
minor rebuilding . Interior need5 replaced. New 
brakes. Asking best offer. Must sell. T K Estes . 
wk '795-8242, hm '88!5-1 339 3/90 

FOR SALE : Complete 14Cl--1P eng ine, $400. '64 
~P engine, $300. Crul Gordon Cauble 
(602)299-1122 2190 

FOR SALE : '61 LAKEWOOD, 11 O/automatic. 
. M"ke offer. Van Pershing. 743-9185 10/00 

AUTO BODY REPAIR a'ld Restoration. Trav el­
Ing estimates. I could be less than you think, but 
then again, it c ould be more. Corvairsare my 
first love. Ted Christianson. 887-9449. 1 i90 

PARTING: '66 Corvalr, 2d, no motor. SELUNG 
'63 van motor, 47K miles. Mlsc Corvair parts. 
Call Ted Christianson 887-94491 ; 90 

FOR SALE : New ~ems Rebuilt flywheel for 
,;arly or late, bolted and balanced, $85, Good 
Fe ,,,,Ies with packed bearings, $80 ea Call 
Gordon Cauble fit 299-1 I 22 

FOR SALE : NEW and GOOD USED PARTS. 
'65 Cor58 wiring harnesses • maJn & engine 
c ompartment, no·w gas door guard, $20, us •. d 
early windshield .vI weather strip, $60; re-con•. d 
Corvair speake.rs, early $1 S, late $19; Other 
new and good used parts Call Gordon Cauble 
299-11 22. 6/88 

FOR THE DO-IT-YOURELFERS : Mag igni­
lIOn wires 8. long rotors, plus all regular Ignilion 
items. Wrapped fan berts, air 8. oil filters plus 
vnon o-nngs and o il cooler seals. Call Gordon 
Cauble 299-1 I 22. 

FOR SALE : '65 MONZA CONVERnBLE, 11 0/ 
automatic, hght blue wI blue interior & wMe 
top, engine completely rebuilt & body ready to 
paint New top installed. Good tires. Car is 
driveable. Asking $250:). Call Gordon Cauble 
299-11 22. 6/89 

. General Auto ~pdir .'SAM'S 747-3734 
C~trtl'~ Brake & Front End

~19 E_~~t~ ' .1JI<;oon, 4 . SaeciallstPLACE 

http:speake.rs
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TCA's Annual Xmas Dinner/Party 

Now is the time for you to get your reservations and dinner choices in to the Association Treasurer, 

Vic Howard. 


WHEN: Wednesday, Dec~mber 19, 1990. 


WHERE: Smuggler's Inn Restaurant , 6350 East Speedway, just east of Wilmot. 


************************.*.*************************************************** 

Happy Hour 6:30 P.M. No Host Bar 
Dinner 7:30 P.M. 

*******************************************.**********.*********************** 

~ChQice l&s! Ouantity 
Roast Prime Rib of Beef, Au Jus, Queen $13.95 
Roast Prime Rib of Beef, Au Jus, King 14.95 
Breast of Chicken, Teriyaki 11.00 

TOTAL 

You will have your choice of TWO vegetables: 

Stuffed Baked Potato, Broiled Half Tomato, Steak Fried Potatoes, Green Beans Almandine, Rice Pilaf, 

Broccoli Hollandaise, or Baked Potato 


You will have your choice of ONE dessert : 

Chocolate Mousse, Cheese Cake, Carrot Cake, Ice Cream, or Sherbet 

You will have your choice of beverage: 

Coffee, Tea, or Decaffinated Coffee 

This year the Tucson Corvair Association will pay the 7% tax and 15% gratuiJy Jor your dinners. 

Circle your choice(s), mark quantity, price, and add LOtal cost and send, with check (Made payable to 
T.C .A.) to the treasurer at the address below: 

Vic Howard 
6270 N. Camino Arturo 
Tucson, AZ 857182 

PRINT Names 1 ________2 _ _______ 3________ 

ALL ORDERS MUST BE RECEIVED BY VIC HOWARD BY 14 DECEMBER 1990. 

MAKE CHECKS PAYABLE TO: T.C.A. 




CAPT LEE'S AUTO SPRA·STRIP IS THE PAINT 

STRIP PROBLEM SOLVER 


SPRA·STRIP IS SAFE FOR METAL, FACfORY 

FIBERGLASS. RUBBER. GLASS. AND WOOD. 


EASILY REMOVES ANY KIND OF PAINT. 


• NON-AEROSOL STRAY lIOUID: No mess . Easy to apply • 
Goes twice as far as pasles. 

• wORKS FASTER AND BETTER: Removes up to 8 coats or 
more with one apprtcallon - Lacquers dissolve In seconds ­
Enamels bubble up in minutes - can remove plastic fillers and 
GM primer. If disired - Completely safe for Corvenes - Easily 
strips seams, hard-to-reach spots, and small parts • Water 
completely neutralizes &lI ipper - jusl scuH or etch to paint 

RESTORlNG CARS IS OUR PASSION. IN 24 YEARS OF BUILDING 
WE HAVE NEVER SEEN A PRODUCr LIKE AlffO SPRA'· 

c.,,,,,,,,,,TIIA,T'S WHY WE DECIDED TO D1STRIBlffE IT IN THE 
T AREA. CALL US FOR A DEMONSTRATION. 

887·9449 

Tucson's 
Best 
Automotive 

Corvair Specialists 

Domeslic & Foreign 

Repair 

1441 S. Alvernon Way '* Tucson, Arizona 85711 

(602) 750·151 5 

Michael Ailey-Owner Larry Dandridge-Manager 

MEMBERSH IP REPORT 

Dues for: 

OCTOBER : 
Milt Evans 
Alan Gray 
Joshua DeWitt 
Samuel Hernandez 
John Heish 

NOVEMBER: 
Dave Baker 
Ron Quarantino 
Gerald Lewi s 
Ken Kuluski 

Vic Howard 
I'Iembersh ip 

Wrecking O\Jt 

Corvoirs! 

Ben & Son Auto It. Truck Salvage 
(lormer\y Jeny Bishop'3) 

4260 E. Illinois 

Tucson, Arizona 85714 

748-1444 

TREASURE'S REPORT 

Balance September I, 1990 .. ........•.... $142B.49 


Income: 
Dues ....... .. .... . . . ... $11 O. 00 
Raffle ticket s ..•...... $ 55.00 
Chri stmas party .......• $ 27.90 
Adverti sing ............ $ 10.00 

Total Income .................... $202.90 


E)(penses: 
Raffle pri zes .......... $ 26.40 
Postage ~ supplies ..••• $114.14 

Total Expenses ....................SI40.54 


Balance October I, 1990 ................. $1514 .56 


Vic Howard 



Fun Stuff Sales 


SPECIALIZING IN TRUCKS. SPORTS CARS. CLEAN DOMESTICS 

(602) 293-1 250 

FAX (602) 293-6668 

3637 N. 1 ST AVE.. TUCSON. ARIZONA 85719 
(JUST NORTH OF PRINCE RDJ 

Alrlaa pr;QM 'eck'e i8,8 e AIC and Carb 
Domestic & Imports Transmissions 
All Repairs Brakes & Tune-Ups 
8-6 Mon. - Fri., Sat. By Appt. 

K & J AUTO and TRUCK REPAIR 
ASE Certified Master Auto Mechanic 


Owner: KEN LEWIS ~ .iii lie illAi it. 

Tucson, Arizona 85711 

.111.71& 1&&7 



TUCSON CORVA IR ASSOCIAT ION REGULAR MONTH Y MEETING 
FOURTH WEDNESDAY o f each month 

(except December) 
Piccadilly Cafeteria, 6767 E. Broadway. Tucson 

6:30 pm: Parking Lot Bull Session 
7:00 pm: Dinner (Optional) 
7:40 pm: Meeting 5t3rts 

COMING E V E NTS 

November 2 - 4.1990: Great Western Fan Belt Tass ~ Swap Meet. 
Angel Field. Palm Spring, Califo r nia 

December 19, 1990: TCA Christmas Party - fill out the 
reservation form inside. 

Wednesday, Oct 23: Regular Mo n thly TCA Meeting 
Wednesday. Oc t -31: TCA Board Meeti n g 7: 3 0 at JBs, Swan ~ Speedway 

Tucson Corvair Asso c iation 
P.O. Box 50401 
TUcson Arizona 85703 

, -­


