
TUCSON CORVAIR ASSOCIATION TUCSON. ARIZONA 

Volume 17 Number 3 June 1991 



TUCSON CORVAIR ASSOCIATION 


CORVAIRSATIONis a monthly publication of the TUCSON CORVAIR ASSOCIATION, which is dedicated to th'tr 
preservation of the Corvair model of the Chevrolet Motor Division. The Tucson Corvai! Association is a chartered 
member of the CORVAIR SOCIETY OF AMERICA (CORSAl. 

MONTHLY MEETINGS are held on the fourth Wednesday of each month except December. One technical/social 
event is planned for every month except July and August. 

MEMBERSHIP DUES are $10 per year and are payable to the TUCSON CORVAIR ASSOCIATION through the 
Membership Chairman. 
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TUCSON CORVAIR ASSOCIATION 

The regular monthly meeting of the Tucson Corvair Association was 
called to order by President DAVE BAKER at 7:45 p.m., May 22, 1991 
at our usual meetingplace, Picadilly Cafeteria. 

It was announced that the printing of the CORVAIRSATION was delayed, 
and would be received within a week. The President stated that 
the Treasurer had reported to him a balance of $1,524.08. 

The monthly Board meeting was announced for June 5th at 7:30 p.m. 
at JB's Restaurant. 

DIANE, MILT and JACK EVANS were welcomed; and we were glad to have 
a new member , KEITH SANGREY. 

GORDON CAUBLE was asked to report on the trip to the Pima Air Museum. 
He stated that the display of planes and aviation memorbelia was 
outstanding. 

DON ROBINSON announced that he had sample jackets, from whiCh members 
could order. 

BEVERLY BAKER encouraged people to use our Corvair Library. Gordon 
added that Clark's Corvair Parts has published a Catalogue of used 
parts for sale. One copy will be placed in our Library. 

~1_~RISPIN announced the June 15th Mid-month activity at Dave Baker's 
home: MILT EVANS volunteered to bring the hamburgers, and ESTHER 
ALEX will be in charge of songs. 

LICENSE PLATE WINNER this month was LARRY DANDRIDGE. 

RAFFLE WINNERS for the evening were: JOHN HEISCH, MICHAEL BEGALA, 
DAVE BAKER, DIANE EVANS, JEAN WININGS, RON ALLEN and KATHY KUEHN. 

The "Show and Tell" of the evening was done by BARRY CUNNINGHAM, 
concerning Corvair heads. He showed the individual heads, and 
described the difference between 110 and 140hp heads. 

THOSE who promised to bring raffle prizes of next month are; 

CE CIL ALEX GORDON CAUBLE DON CHASTAIN 
AL ~NISPIN BILL LESLIE 

There were 39 people attending, and Corvairs n.umbered 18. 

The meeting adjourned at 9:00 p.m. 

Respectfully SUbmitted: 

A~~ 
VERNETTE C. CAUBLE 


"-.. 
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FROM THE PRESIDENT 

AH' I WOULD BE RICH AND SPEND ALL OUR TIME. BEVERLY AND I 
THAT IS. GOING TO CONVENTIONS AND REUNIONS. My FIRST LOVE S. 
NEXT TO MY NEW GRANDDAUGHTER, KENDALL BORN ON JUNE 10TH. ARE 
CARS AND AIRPLANES. 

ANYONE GOING TO THE 1991 CORSA INTERNATIONAL CONVENTION? IT 
WILL BE OVER BY THE TIME YOU READ THIS BUT I BET IT WAS A 
GRANO TIME. ANYONE GOING BE SURE TO BE READY TO GIVE THE 
CLUB A FULL REPORT. SINCE IT' S INTERNATIONAL. I'LL BET THERE 
WERE COMMENTS LIKE "VAS 1ST LAU S MIT DAS MACHINEN?" AND "PAR- . 
LEY VOUS FRANCOIS" AND" RESPONDEZ. SE VOUS PLAIT". 

AND THE GALA AFFAIR OF THE YEAR. THE POT LUCK. POOL PARTY. 
WILL ALSO HAVE TAKEN PLACE. I PREDICT THAT A GREAT TIME WA S 
HAD BY ALL AND THAT THERE wERE OVER FORTY PEOPLE WHO ATE. 
DRANK. SWAM. AND WERE ENTERTAINED BY A STRINGED DUO AND SANG 
SONGS INTO THE NIGHT. I ALSO BET THAT ED SANFORD GAVE ME 
SOME MORE INSTRUCTION ON MY NEW COMPUTER SYSTEM. 

How MANY OF YOU BELONG TO CORSA AND RECEIVE THE CORSA COM
MUNIQUE? IF YOU ARE INTERE STED IN THE CORVAIR IT SHOULD BE 
A MU ST . THERE ARE SO MANY INTERESTING AND VALUABLE FEATURES 
TO KEEP YOUR CORVAIR IN PRIME CONDITION AND EXTEND ITS LIFE. 
JUST $25.00 PER YEAR. ASK ME FOR APPLICATION FORMS. 

Dt~ SUMMER APPROACHEST AND THE HEAT IS ON. THERE WILL BE NO 

CMID MONTH A VITI IN JULY AND AUGUST. JUST THE REGULAR 
MEET NGS. 

~~~ ~~ 
AVE BAKER 


PRESIDENT 

NEW COMPUTER OWNER 
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CAR BATTERY 
by KL Martin B.Sc. (Hons)(London) 
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. 	 because they stop 'worklngl In almost every 
Case the bllt tery Is rep laced beQhee It 
doesn't work well enough IIny more. What Is 
not gennerally realized Is that something 
can be done at this stage that may well 
prolong the useful life of the battery 
(quite often bvy many years), and that the 
same treatment carried out earlier In the 
battery's life may well have stopped the 
symptoms from occurring In the first 
place. 

SUlfating: Removal or Prevention 

The reason for a battery fall ing to 
work properly any more Is due to the 
chemical processes that take place within 
each ce I I when the bat tery is not fu I IY 
charged. Even the slightest of discharged 
conditions allows both plates to react 
slowly with the sulfuric acid electrolyte 
to form Iead Ions. It 1s these lead ions 
that cause problems - they combine with 
sulfate Ions in sulfuric acid to form 
highly insoluble lead sulfate. When this 
coats the plates of the battery. it fai Is 
to delIver enough power to be of use , The 
battery may well be thoroughly serViceab le 
In every other way. only the "sulfatIng" 
stops the battery from del ivering enough 
power to start the car. 

The sulfatIng can effectively oe 
removed or prevented by adding to each 
cel I a chemIcal cal led tetrasodlum 
ethylenediaminetetraacetate (often 
abbreVIated to tetrasodium EDTA). This 
chemical forms co-ordinatIon compounds 
With many metal ions . including the lead 
ions formed .i n the dl scharge cyc Ie of a 
battery. The compound formed by lead ions 
and the EDTA ion is not partIcularly 
stable in the aCId medIum of a Oattery, 
but when it breaks down aga in, any lead 
Su Ifate regenerated tends to drop to the 
bot tom of the ce I I where it lay s 
harmlessly sInce it doesn ' t conduct 
electricity. Any regenerated EDTA ions are 
free to continue their work. 

As can be seen from above. treating a 
battery with tetrasodiym EDTA IS I ikely to 
be most effective when the battery. fo r 
one r eason or another. spends periOds when 
Iti S not fu I Iy charged and so coota Ins 
too many lead ions. ThiS IS I ikely to 

occur If the car Is used for just st-od 
trips. Is Infrequently used. or has at any 
tlme suffered from an . inefficient 
generator/ alternator. Treating with the 
chemical can also help keep an original 
batt,eecY,An•.uee ... and ,Can. help In bringing
back Into use. a stored bat tery. . . .. 

To treat a battery with tetrasodlum 
EDTA you simply take a fully heaped 
tablespoonfl,Jlof the powder. divide It up 
and add to each cell. This assumes an 
average size battery. but the exact amount 
is in no way critical. What you should 
then do Is to use ,the car normally for a 
few days, or agi tate the battery 
frequenti y for a few days, and then gl ve 
ita through charge to bu i Id up on the 
cleaned plate areas. On the assumption 
that sulfating has been affecting the 
performance of your battery, an Increased 
performance will be noted from here on. 

Over the past few years, many thousands 
of European car enthusiasts have used 
tetrasodlum EDTA with great success on 
their batteries. You may wish to do the 
,same by purchas Ing some of the cheml ca I 
and giVIng it a try. 

Battery Acid: Safety Precautions 

The electrolyte In a battery 19 

sulfuric aCId at a concentration about 
mid-way between the di lute and 
concentrated aCIds that you may have met 
when at school . As such. you have to take 
care when hand ling It. The one th ing you 
must never dO IS get the acid in contact 
With your eyes. Don ' t peer into a cell if 
you are charging the battery with the caps 
off: the spray from the fizzing can get 
In t 0 your eyes and will ,cause permanen t 
damage. Remember that the gases given off 
dur Ing charg ing const i tute an exp Iosi ve 
mIxture - if they are as much as sparked 
by even static electriCity. the explosion 
that occurs can sp Iash ac id ou t of the 
bat tery a II over your face. I f there is 
the slightest posslbi Ilty of the acid 
gettIng Into your eyes then wear goggles 
while you work close to. or With your 
Oattervor its aCid. Batterv aCid spIlled 
on 	 you or your clothes WI I I cause burns if 
left for very long. The treatment for acid 
sp I I Iages wherever they occur Is a Iways 
the same - wash down with large amounts of 
cold water. 

Beware of Whe r e you keep 0 Id or new 
Do tt er I es. Th Ink ot ,..hat cou Id happen If 
one \Jere (0 fall of t a high shel f; spl I t 
dnd aepos, t ac Ia d I lover the garage and 



'. '~ you. If you store battery acid do so only 
in glass or thick POlythene screw-topped 
containers, leav'lng a space for air at the 
top. Label the containers permanllntly , 
keep them out ot the reaCh ot chi I dren, 

tl -and store where they can't tall and 
nothing can fall upon '- them; All this 
should apply to batterlee too. 

,4:' 'It 

Reetorlng The Battery 

By tar the most cOOl1lCln problem that 
people seem to encounter Ie What to do 
with a battery during a period of 
Inactivity, ' or If It Is superfluous to 
needs, What needs to be done to 'store it 
for future use. If you can't get i nto the 
habit of charging It regularly and often. 
it must be stored dry and the fo II ow i ng 
procedure can be adopted. 

Firstly, the electrolyte must be 
carefu II y removed fran the battery. The 
simplest way of removing it is to take off 
the cell caps, turn the battery on ItS 
side WIth the terminals uppermost and then 
completely upside dO\oln. over a polythene 
bowl . Never do this over a me t al 
container. the acid may react with it; 
also the battery sli II works at ·this s tage 
and any dead short across the terml na Is 
may wei I burn a hole through the 
contai ner. The electrolyte wi II probably 
be re-usab Ie. even If i t looks dl rty , so 
if it IS caught In a bowl it can be kept 
for future use. An average SIzed battery 
contains about 1 112 liters (3 - 3 1/2 
pInts) of electrolyte, WhICh should be 
stored as descr i bed above . 

After the battery has been empt i ed. It 
should be washed out with COPIOUS amounts 
of cold water. Don ' t stint on this. keep 
fill ! ng and tipPing out unti I the last 
trace of sediment emerges . If you don ' t 
remove all of the acid at this stage. it 
Will cling to the plates and coat them 
with lead sulfate. leading to all the 
familiar problems assoclatea With 
sulfating, St ore the battery on It s Side 
with the ce l I caps removed . 

Restoring The Battery 

When the battery IS to be usea again. 
the acid can Simply be poured straight 
back In. fo I lowed by a recharge . Before 
that. the plates can be cleaned of any 
sulfate depOSits that may have bUIlt up 
dur I n9 I ts work I ng ' Ilfe by USI n9 t he 
chemi cal tet r asodlum EDTA. men t I oned 
pr eVIously, DiV i de about a thlra of a 

tabl espoon of . the powder between · each 
cell. and then top-up loll th warm water. 

' EDTlI works slowly in battery acid but 
extremely quiCkly In neutral or alkal ine 
solutions, so leave the EDTA solution In 
the battery only for an- hour or so ,---. 
shak I ng It occasl ana II y, . and then remove 
and wash out well with water. lifter the 
EDTA treatment, put the acid baCk In and 
recharge. If you are short ot electrolyte 
(you shoul~n ' t be If It was drained 
proper I y), get a II tt I e from your 1 oca 1 
battery suppl ier. If he won ' t cooperatee, 
ask a I oca I chemi ca Is supp Ii er I f he will 
make you up a l i ttle 4M(SN) sulfuriC acid 
(I part concentrated sulturic acid to 4 
1/ 2 parts water). 

Rescuing a Dead Battery 

Batteries that are completely dead, or 
more commonly have one dead cel I, can 
often be rescued, depending on how and WhY 
they fa i led. Checking the voltage may not 
tel I you much - a reading in the range of 
13 to 14 volts is nearly always obtained. 
Testing the specific gravity with a 
hydrometer can also be misleading , as 
different manufactures use slightly 
differIng acid concentrations and so 
Interpreting readings can be a prOblem. P 
a rough and ready guide, a battery tha\
SUddenl y and spectacularly fails or fai Is 
to start a car after a long static charge. 
ml ght as we I I be thrown away. Those most 
l ikely to be resurrectea are ones that 
weere In good condition but have stood 
negl ected f or some time . These need the 
electrolyte removed and a treatment With 
EDTII as described above. In one albeit 
spectacular case. someone recently 
returned to use a battery that was 14 
years old and had been out of use for 10 
years I 

Topping-up Solution 

Dl stillea water I S not strict Iy 
necessary for topping up and It certainly 
Isn ' t wor th the cost If you have to buy 
I t. I f you have a retr i gerator or a 
freezer, you can co I I ect the frost tha t 
forms due to condensat ion of water vapor 
in the air and use that . Falling that you 
can use tapwater that has been bOI led and 
allowed to cool. but I t IS bet t er t ... 
prepare yourself a toping-up solution. ',,--. 
do th i S. put a ver y small amount of the 
tet r asoalum sa l t at EDT~, 10 a Jug ana aaa 
some hot water. a llow It to cool ana 



carefully decant the water off, leaving 
behind any sediment that might fall to the 
bottom. 

Prepar 1ng yourse I f a toppl ng-up 
solution like this Is far more economical 

'- ·.,·"'"Ulan " contlnually buying "dteH·Hed water 
- .. ·- --1or ·batteries and ·· hlls ·the- ·1IdvantIlQII over '" 

distilled water In .that the solutlon you 
are adding has something In It to .~vent 
sui fat ion of battery plates. 

I would be very happy to try to answer 
any queries one may have about batteries. 
but please include an International reply 
coupon for a reply by surface mall, or a 
$1 bill to cover my costs for a qu I CK 
reply by alrmai I. My address Is K.L. 
Mar tin. 19 Brookmead. Meppersha I I • 
Shefford. Bedfordshire. SGI75SA. Great 
Bri tian. 

Reprinted from Antique AutomObile via 
Valley Corsa via South Coast Corsa. 

l~t.-A
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Tech Tip by Mike Stickler 

Installing '65 and later heads on on early model engine 

Installing the later model heads on the early model engine presents the problem 
of keeping the smaller size jugs centered in the heads during assembly. I've used 
plumbers tape as a shim to solve this problem. Cut the tape lengthwise down the 
center and then cut off a section slightly longer than the required circumference. 
Bend the tape into a smooth circle. Tapping it with a hammer on an anvil seemed 
to produce the smoothest curvature. File the ends down until it's just a hand-press 
fit into the head. Check the fit with one of the jugs as you go. Solid copper head 
gaskets will give a better seal with this set-up. 

Happy Vairing!!!!!! 
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Co/Va/rs //7 the P//7e~ A Mountain Getaway 
August 15 - 18, 1991, Flagstaff, Arizona 

What's to do? How about a ride on the Grand Canyon Scenic Steam 
Railroad, an evening tour of Lowell Observatory, an area tour of 
Incredible variety and beauty, a show 'n shine car show, and a family 
outdoor barbecue. Can't make It to Washington DC? Plan your family 
vacatJon now In this beautiful area of Arizona 

InformatJon packet available for $1.50; snd to Sid Stewart III, 2034 W. 
Flower, Phoenix, Arizona 85015 

from the Central Virginia Corvair Club Newsletter 

Front End Noise 

Having a hard time tracking down the cause of ,a front end noise? 
h . ngs I f any bushing isCheck the upper and lower contro1 arm b us l. . . . 

cracked broken or has chunks missing, replace l.t. Make sure ther~ l.S 
no loos~ness b:tween the shaft and the inside diameter of the bushl.ng. 
If the bushings don't fit the shaft snugly, replace them. The up~er 
control arm bushings can be inspected from the top of the suspensl.on 
assembly just inside the front wheel, and the lowers can be checked f~om 
underneath the car. Another noise spot are the lower shock mountl.ng 

' bolts, which can bang the lower arm when loose. 

Lower

IControlUpper 
Check ArzIIControl bushings _______ 


ArzII 
 here ~~~~__~__________,/ 

Brake Reaction Rod 

http:mountl.ng
http:suspensl.on
http:bushl.ng


VaiTS :JI n Spares 


FOR SALE . '6(1500, 2d, 3-speed, $500 and 
'62 Greenbrier, auto, $500. Too many cars, 
county wanls them moved. Get in touch with 
David Gunderson, 10691 N. Spokane in Avra 
Valley, no phone but leave message with 
neighbor 682-2602; also 882-7681 . 6/91 

FOR SALE : FORWARD CONTROL - Van & 
Pick Up parts. Reasonably pnced. Ev.. rylI1lng 
from van door to tailgate latches; axles &. trim 
parts Don Robinson (602)297-1356. 4/91 

FOR SALE : BOhp (Z) ENGINE $150 Call 
Don Robinson (602)297-1356. 4/91 

FOR SALE : '64 MONZA. 4 Door, 11 O/auto. 
Nice ,mer 'or, new bres , could stand paint job 
$1300 ..;all Larry Dandndge (602)7~1515. 

2191 

FOR SALE: '64 CONVERTIBLE BODY, no 
dents, no rust; serviceable jntenor parta, 
transmission and differental installed, no 
engine $500. Call Larry Dandridge (602)7~ 
1515 

FOR SALE : 140 HEADS, 1 set fly cut and 
valv~ seats ground, no valves. $115 each; 
One on'V WIth valves, $130 Call D. Marshall at 
883-1421 :-noming or evening or Del Ught at 
883-6794 2191 

FOR SALE : CORVAIR PARTS. Large out
door yard fu ll of great Corvair parts. Call 
Barry Cunningham for information at 
(602)747-9028. 2191 

FOR SALE : PARTING OUT 7 Corv",,, (1 
convertible) . No Iltles Call Mike Garrison in 
Sahuanta at 1 -602-648-261 0 P.O. Box 603, 
Sahuarita, AZ 85629. 2-91 

FOR SALE : '63 GREENBRIER, automatic, 
freshly sealed eng,ne, new brakes, new bal
tery, carbs rebu i ~ , good mechanically. Asking 
$1500 Call Lewis Bailey (602)744-9307. 1/91 

FOR SALE : '61 LAKEWOOD, automatic, 
recondItIoned $1250 OBO. Call Del LIght 
(602)883-5902. 12/90 

FOR SALE : '64 MONZA, 2-door, auto
matc, not running but complete. $350. Call 
Del Light (602)883-5902. 12/'£1:> 

FOR SALE: '65 MONZA, 2-door, 4-speed, 
rough but strong engine Running. Will part 
out engine first Call Del Light(602)883-5'£1:>2, 
12190 

FOR SALE '61 MONZA 500, 4-door, 
automaTic. All original and near parleet 
Inside and out Original air condmoning 
upgraded with modern low~oad compres
sor. No rust ever. Drive it anywhere. The 
best eXSJmple of this model to be found 
Asking $3,600. Call Don Davis (602)296
981 1 11 /90 

FOR SALE : SPYDER COUPLE, '64, whit. 
w/ white seat and red interior trim. Rust Ire. 
body and new tires. A one owner car that 
can toe driven anywhere . $2,900 OBO. Call 
Gordon Cauble (602):299-1122. 4/91 

AUTO BODY REPAIR and reS'toraTion. 
Tra\lellng e~timateo . ncould be less than you 
think, bU1 then again, it could be more. 
Corvalrs are my fist love. Ted Christianson. 
887-9449. 

FOR SALE: NEW and GOOD USED 
PARTS. Rebuilt flywheel for early or late, 
bolted and balanced, $85, good FC axles 
WIth pacKed bearing~, $80 each; '65 Corsa 
wiring harne~ses - main & engine compart
ment ; new gas door guard, $20; reeoned 
Corvair radio speakers, early $15, late $19; 
Other new and good used parts. Call 
Gordon Cauble (602)299-1122. 

FOR THE DO-IT-YOURSELFERS: Mag 
ignition wires and log rotors, plus all regular 
ignition Items. Wrapped fan be~s, air and all 
filters plus viton O-rings and oil cooler seals. 
Call Gordon Cauble (602)299-1122 
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Fun Stuff Sales 

SPECIALIZING IN TRUCKS. SPORTS CARS. CLEAN DOMESTICS 

(602) 293-1250 

FAX (602) 293-6668 

3637 N. 1 ST AVE .. TUCSON . ARIZONA 85719 
(JUST NORTH OF PRINCE Ro.l 

Tucson's 
Corvair SpecialistsBest 

Automotive DumCSlic & Foreign 

Repair 

1441 S. A/vernon Way· Tucson, Arizona 85711 

(602) 750-1515 


Michael Riley-Owner Larry Dandridge-Manager 




Domestic & Imports 

All Repairs 

8:00 am to 6:00 pm 

Monday - Friday, Saturday by appointment 

AIC and Carburetor 

Transmissions 

Brakes & Tune-ups 

K & J AUTO and TRUCK REPAIR 
ASE Certified Master Auto Mechanic 

Owner: KEN LEWIS 

Manager: JACK 

7941 E, Lakeside Parkway, Bldg 109 

Tucson, Arizona 85730 

296-4396 

IS PAINT STRIP PING A CHO RE YOU DREAD'! 

CAPT LEE'S AUTO SPRA-STRIP IS TH E PAINT 

STRIP PROBLEM SOLVER 


SPl{A-STRIP IS SAFE FOR METAL, FACTORY 

FIBERGLASS, RUBBER, GLASS, AND WOOD, 


EASILY REMOVES ANY KI ND OF PAINT. 


• 	 NON.AEROSOL STRAY LIQUID: No mess· Easy to apply ' 
G0EI6 1:'o\ ... :G as far as pastes. 

• 
 WORKS FASTER AND BETfER: Removes up 10 6 coals or 

more with one application . Lacquers dissolve in seconds · 
En<lmcr~ bubble up in minul()s . can remolo/e plastic fillers and 
GM pumer, if dlSired . Completely sale lor Corve" es . Easily 
~\lips soams, herd -to- l eech spots, and small ( m rt$ • Waler 
com~llelf11'l neullalizes suipper • iust scuff 01 etch to painl 

RFSTOJO:-,t r C,\llS IS OU I~ PASSION. IN 14 YfARS OF UUILOING 
CARS. WL HAVE NEVER SEeN A PRQDUcr LIKE AUTO SPRA', 
STRIP. THAT'S WHY WE DEemED TO DISllUnUTE IT IN THE 
TUc:;.ON AREA. CALL US f-OR A lJEMONSrHATION. 

Ted Christians"n Mary Anu Chapman R87-9449 

Wrecking oul ' 
., Corvoirs! 

Ben &Son Aulo &Truck Salvage 
(formerly Jerry BioOOp") 

4260 E. Illinois 

Tucson, Arizona 857J4 

748- 1444 

http:TUc:;.ON


TUCSON CORVAIR ASSOCIATION REGULAR MONTHLY MEETINGS 
FOURTH WEDNESDAY of each month (except December) 

Piccadilly Cafeteria, 6767 E. Broadway, Tucson 

6:30 pm: Parking Lot Bull Session 
7:00 pm: Dinner (optional) 
7:40 pm: Meeting starts 

COPt I N6 EVENTS 

Aug 15 - 18, 1990: 	Corvairs in the Pines, Cactus Corvair Club, 
to be held in Fldgstaff. See more info inside. 

Nov 1 - 3, 1990: 	Gr'-eat Western Fanl>elt Toss and Swap Meet, to be 
held in Indio, California. We'll have more details 
as they become availabl~. 

Regular Monthly Meeting: Wednesday, June 2 6, 1991 
TCA Board Meetinq: Wednesday, :ruly Cl, 1991 a t J8 ' s Swan I\. Speedway 

Tucson Corvair Association 
P.O. Box 50401 
Tucson, Arizona 	 85703 


