TUCSON CORVAIR ASSOCIATION
Volume 17 Number 10

TUCSON, ARIZONA
January 1992




T

RVAIR

CIATION

CORVAIRSATION is a monthly publication of the TUCSON CORVAIR ASSOCIATION, which is dedicated to th,
preservation of the Corvair model of the Chevrolet Motor Division. The Tucson Corvair Association is a charnered™
member of the CORVAIR SOCIETY OF AMERICA (CORSA).

MONTHLY MEETINGS are held on the fourth Wednesday of each month except December. One technical/social
event is planned for every month except July and August.

MEMBERSHIP DUES are $#per year and are payable to the TUCSON CORVAIR ASSOCIATION through the

Membership Chairman. #12

CHANGE OF ADDRESS: Send any change of address or phone number to the Membership Chairman. Don not send

changes to the Ediitor.

CORSA MEMBERSHIP DUES are $25 per year and include a subscription to the CORS4 Commuriique, a monthly
publication. See a TCA Officer for a membership application.

CLASSIFIED ADS are FREE to a TCA Members and $1.00 per line to all others. The dealine for materials submitted
for publication is the 10th of the month for that month’s issue. Mail or deliver all materials to the Corvairsation Editor.

Articles are welcome for pubilcation.
BUSINESS MAILING ADDRESS: P.O. Box 50401, Tucson, Arizona 85703,

PRESIDENT

Dave Baker

7041 Arrowhead Drive
Tucson AZ 85715
(602) 296-1392

VICE PRESIDENT

Al Crispin

6850 E. Edgemont Place
Tucson AZ 85710

(602) 722-9445

TREASURER

Marty Kuluski

2311 N, Tucson Blvd.
Tucson AZ 85716
(602) 326-5770

BECORDING SECRETARY
Verne Cauble

5950 N. Camino Arizpe
Tucson AZ 85718

(602) 299-1122

WHEELS AND SPOKES

BOABRD MEMBER-AT-LARGE  CORVAIRSATION EDITOR

Barry Cunningham
3725 E. 32nd Street
Ticson AZ 85713
(602) 747-9028

MEMBERSHIP CHAIRMAN
(Dues & Change of Address)
Marty Kuluski

2311 N. Tucson Blvd,
Tucson AZ 85716

(602) 326-5770

LIBRARIAN

Dave & Beverly Baker
7041 Arrowhead Drive
Tucson AZ 85715
(602) 296-1392

Van Pershing

4842 W. Paseo de las Colinas
Tucson AZ 85745

(602) 743-9185

ASSISTANT EDITOR
Alan Atwood

4287 N. Limerlost Place
Tucson AZ 85705
(602)888-4433

MERCHANDISE CHAIRMAN
Don Robinson

2044 W, Shalimar Way

Tucson AZ 85704

(602) 297-1356

BOARD OF DIRBECTORS
Current TCA Officer
Corvairsation Editor

Ron Allen

Dave Baker (2 votes!)



Vairs ’n Spares

FOR SALE: '84 CORVAIR Monza 2-door. Complete’
or part ocut Austed but good parts. Del Light
(602)883-6794. 12/91

FOR 8SALE: '88 RIGHT DOOR (for 2-door), $15,
automatic tranemizewon w/ differantial, torque converter,
flax plate & U{oint for late made!, $1 00, two rebuildable
carburetors, $18 for both; '84 & '65 bumpers and trim,
parts and fiters. Make ofter. Del Light {B02)883-6784.
1&8/an1

FOR SALE: ‘856 MONZA Coupe, 11Q/auto, yeilow
exterior w/ white interior, A/C, AM/FM cassette, 78K
original miles, new chrome, new front suspension, new
carpet and door panels. A beautful car that needs
nothing. 3,850 OBO. Call Gordon Cauble at 2981122
11/8

FOR BALE: '62 -'83 PISTONSG, +.040 custom cast
with new rings, excellernt condition. $150 CBO. Call
Josh DeWitt, 294-4340. 10/81

FOR BALE: '83 DOOR & QUARTER PANELS for a
convertible, red, without buttons. Larry Dandndgs,
1441 S. Alvernon. 10/a1

FOR SALE: 1988 CORVAIR 500 coupe, 110hp/
4-speed, strong engine, cloth upholstered bucket
seats, 4 new 185R13 whitewall tires, full wheel cavers,
dual glass-packed mufflers, new windshield, plus misc.
parts. Make offer. Call Ron Allen 721-0851 anytime.
s/a1

FOR SALE: '63 SPYDER Coupe. New paint and
interior. Beautiful car. $23%50 OBO.Call Don Robineon
297-1386. 9/91

FOR SAILE: 140 HEADS, fiy cut and valve seats
ground, no valves. $118 each, Call 0. Mearshall at
883-1421 moming or evening or Del Light at 883-6794.
2/ )

FOR SALE: '83 GREENBRIER, automatic, freshly
sealed engine, new brakes, new battery, carbse rebuift,
good mechanically. Asking $1500. Call Lewis Bailey
(602) 744-9307. 1/

FOR SALE: SPYDER COUPLE, '84, white w/white
seats and red interior trim. Rust free body and new
tres. A one owner car that can e driven anywhere
$2,900 OBO. Call Gordon Cauble at (802)298-1122
4/91

“Traveling estimates. 1t could be less than you

" FOR SALE: NEW and GOOD USED PARTS "
[ Aebutt fiywheel for earty or late, bolted and::
baanced, $85, good FC axdes with packed:.:
- “bearings, $80 each; '65 Corsa wiring harnesses

- “parts. Call Gordon Caubile (B02)299-1122

sAgnition wirea and long rotors, plus all regular
. ignition items. Wrapped fan belts, air and oi

__Cunn:ngham for information at (802)747-W028.

. CORVAIR PARTS: Large selection of early and
~late. Resonable prices. Larry Dandridge, 1441 S.
- Alvernon.

AUTO BODY REPAIR and restoration.

think, but then again, it could be mora. Corvairs
are my first love. Ted Christianson. 887-5449.

main & eangine compartment; new gas door
guard, $20; reconed Corvair radio speakers,
early 15, late $18; Other new and good used

FOR THE DO-T-YOURBELFERS: Mag

fiters plus viton O-rings and oil cooler seals. Cal
Gordon Cauble (602)2935-1122 i

yard full of great Corvair parts. Cal Barry,
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CORVETTE STING RAY

CORVAIR MONIA

CHEVY 1i NOVA

Break down the many models that are available and you have about
150 different cars—and each one of them is every inch a Chevy

By Angus Laidlaw

IME was when you could buy a Chev-
rolet and you got a Chevrolet. You got

the same motor, brakes, wheels, sheetmetal,
and everything else any other Chevy buyer
got. The front bumper would be the same
whether the car was a beach wagomn or a
convertible. So was just about everything
else except for the body back of the wind-
shield. And even that would turn out to be
the same length and fit on the same frame.
Time was, but them days is gone forever.
Now a Chevy is a Corvette with genuine
sports-car racing potential; a Corvair whieh
is still a really honest compact; a Chevy 1I
which is not quite a compact; the brand-new
Chevelle which may become the new stand-
ard-sized American car; and a Chevrolet is
an Impala, the largest selling American car.
Even this brief runi:through doesn’t hint
at the true model picture because each line
comes in multi-model variety. Pick one style
in just one line, and you can still have it in

just about forty-eleven different ways.

So, in the face of so much confusion in
the marketplace (and Chevrolet is not alone
in offering skatyeight really different cars)
just how can CAR & MOTOR pick a “best fam-
ily car” and a “best sporting car”? In nearly
three months of driving every new Chevy
available and talking Chevies with any other
car nut or Chevy owner, or salesman, or
editor around, I came to the conclusion that
the Corvette Stingray was, predictably, an
easy choice for “best sporting car.” The
“best family chariot” was much harder to
pick, but I plumped for the Chevy II sedan.

Here’s the evidence.

Chevrolet Corvette, There can be no gues-
tion about the deliberate sporting image
around which this car was designed and
built. As the only American “true” sports-
car, it 1s both a success and a failure. It offers
jazzy looks, two individual seats, minimal
luggage space, pretty fabulous road holding,
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brakes to go with it's high speed and accel-
eration, race winning potential, and even
great docility in blizzard-jammed traffic. The
combination of these qualities undoubtedly
makes for unquestioned success and rightful
inclusion in the ranks of the true sportscars.

Yet the Corvette is not the complete suc-
cess as a sportscar that it could and should
be. It lacks that elusive quality, essential to
differentiate between “motoring” and merely
“driving,” that distinguishes a car as a trans-
portation appliance from a sportscar, a piece

of sporting equipment. The missing quality

is “feel.”

Driving the new Corvette Stingray on wet
roads, dry roads, snow, or even ice is an
exciting experience, but it is also alarming.
The car has amazing traction and holds the
road amazingly well in nearly all conditions.
But it becomes alarming when you can feel
no difference when you round a turn at 60
mph, and then retrace your steps and go
around the same turn at 10 mph. In either

CAR & MOTOR

case, the Stingray holds the road neatly and
drives effortlessly and without feeling any
difference at all around the turn. Surely, at
60 you are closer to the edge of adhesion
than you are at 10. Yet the car tells you
there is no difference. For me the Stingray
simply does not have the eager, exciting feel
that many sportscars do have to tell you
when you are pushing them near the limit,
when you can try a little harder, and when
you definitely should not push through that
turn any faster.

This lack of *'feel” does not take anything
away from the very fancy chassis engineer-
ing that gives this car the gability to go
around almost any bend you care to try at
almost any speed you dare to try it. In over
500 miles of driving, much of it on snow,
the car did not skid once. As a driver accus-
tomed to cars that do not hold the road this
well, T guess T just never quite cared to work
up to the point to which this one would slide.

Aside from the lack of driving feel, the
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Five Chevies

Corvette Stingray is just about everything an
American sportscar should be. It is comfort-
able on a long trip for both long and short
drivers. It goes effortlessly at turnpike speeds
and is very un-tiring to drive under these
conditions (perhaps a by-product of the
lack of steering feel). Other Corvette drivers
may even wave at you. At rest or fuel stops,
other motorists notice you and your car,
(and they notice in the way Cadillac ads say
they will but they don’t really—for Cadil-
lacs).

If one coined word could describe driving
any car, “Daliesque” would be the word for
the Corvette Stingray. Remember the fa-
mous painting of the folding watches? It
kept coming to mind as I drove the Stingray.
The combination the super-compound curve
in the rear window and the slight bend in the
rear-view mirror had a weird effect on the
cars behind you. Watching one come up and
pass was an experience. The distance was
not distorted, but the passing car first looked
squat, then as it got closer the wheels be-
came almost stilt-like, and finally, just be-
fore it pulied left to go around you, the left
headlight and front grillework seemed to
swell in a lopsided kind of a way, The dis-
tortion was not great, and it did not seem
to change the relationship of cars behind
you, only their shape. So this trait was only
disconcerting at first, then as you get used
to it, the funny shapes of the passing cars
become fun. This feature may even be a
safety factor in so far as it tempts you
to drive the car a bit more slowly than you
otherwise might.

Another “Daliesque” feature was the
needle on each instrument of the very com-
plete panel for the driver. The dials are flat,
but each one sinks back in the center with
a conical depression which & indirectly
lighted. The needle pivots at the center of
the dial, creeps up along the side of the
cone, and then bends around the edge to
point at the figures on the gauge. The in-
struments were easy to read, well lighted,
apparently accurate, and their completeness
definitely added to the pleasure of driving
the car.

Still the only honestly two-seated Ameri-
can sportscar, the Corvette Stingray does
well by its owners in nearly every depart-
ment they can expect. It also comes through
with 17.24 mpg (manual 4-speed with 300
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FORE AND AFT views of Corvette show sleek
styling and sporting image. Bend in rear win-
dow and mirror create odd visval effect.

IMPALA left something to be desired when
it came to hondling. Steering was a hit slow,
51/ turns from full right to full left on wheel,

hp engine) in long-trip driving.

Chevrolet Impala. This automobile is a
completely different kettle of fish than the
Corvette. It comes as a great surprise that
many of the mechanical parts including the
engine are identical or close to it.

In its own way the Impala is just as suc-
cessful as the Stingray, but this car is the
perfect example of the kind of car I like to
call a “transportation appliance.” The car
is neat enough looking, it runs under adverse
as well as perfect conditions in a very un-
excited, unexciting way 10 get you where
you want to go and it brings you back.

The very qualities that make the sedan
Car & MoOTOR drove seern no more inspired
than a chain-restaurant meal on a turnpike
are the ones that make it a success (even as



IMPALA'S performance as generally_ satis-
fying, but wheels spun on slick surfaces.

more people seem to like the bland food of
the turnpike chain). And certainly, the car
does not lack for optional equipment to
spice it to your personal taste.

The seating was comfortable both back
and front, there was room for everything
you could possibly want to carry in the way
of passengers and/or luggage (short of a
grand piano, and three-little-league teams at
the same time).

Performance on the limited access high-
way was equal to any reasonable passing or
braking situation you would plan to meet.
The car certainly seemed to accelerate with
traffic and pulling out from an entrance
ramp became a simple matter of glancing
astern and stepping on the gas,

Perhaps it was the extreme goodness of
many of the samc qualities in the Corvette
that made the Impala show in a bad light,
but in handling, particularly, the car just did
not have it for a standard sedan. The one
C&M drove was equipped with manual steer-
ing, so I felt that it should have had some
road feel but it just wasn't there. The steer-
ing was slow enough, at 5% turns from full
right to full left, but no easier than most
other mon-power steering systems. 1 had that
same dead feel many motorists have come
to associate with powered systems.

This car could well have used the limited-
slip-differential option of the Corvette. The
least snow or slickness of the surface and
the wheels spun, the car simply slithered. On
dry surfaces, though, there was no hint of
poor traction at any reasonable highway
speed.

Despite not liking many things about the
Impala, my overall feeling was that it was a
good, all around, family car. There are op-
tions available that might well cancel most
of the complaints about-the car tested, and

CAR & MOTOR

YOU GAIN somefhif;g in ﬁylmg in .ﬂlle Chev-
elle over the standard Chevy—and pay for it.

as a workhorse millions of drivers have

 found in this car, or its basically similar pre-

decessors, an ideal, reliable form of solid
transportation.

Chevrolet Chevelle. This is a completely
new line of Chevrolets that falls half-in-be-
tween the standard sized Chevy Impala and
the semi-compact Chevy II. It shares some
mechanical features with both its bigger and
smaller siblings, but it really is a brand new
automoible. [t does share many unseen body
structyral parts and some mechanical assem-
blies with GM cousins like the Pontiac Tem-
pest, Olds F-85 and new Buick Special (each
of which is more closely related to the Che-
velle mechanically and structurally than it

s to its namesake of 1963).

While the Chevelle shares many of the
mcchanical parts including some engines,
transmissions and rear axles with Big-Brother
Impala, it feeis like a totally different car.
This is a car that not only does a very pro-
fessional job of being an automobile, it even
enjoys driving a little.

You gain something in styling over the
standard Chevy and pay for it, just a little,
in seating room, head room, and trunk room.
The payment doesn't amount to much that”
you will notice unless you customarily spend
8 hours a day in the car with five passengers
plus full baggage. The gain in convenience
over the larger model more than compen-
sates for any slight losses in interior space.

Qutside the Chevelle is exactly the same
size as the 1955 standard Chevy in every
dimension except overall height. Clever lay-
out and interior design gives you all the
space that car had to offer, and performance
is improved in every department including
fuel economy because the Chevelle weighs
a bit less.

(Continued on page 125)
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Five Chevie-
(Continued from page 101)

For my taste (and yours may be quite
different) the Chevelle was a much surer
and pleasanter automobile to drive than its
big brother. This car would not worm
through VW sized holes in traffic, but it also
did not feel that a Mack truck sized opening
would be too small. Other motorists knew
you were there and accepted the fact so you
had neither the small car driver’s fight for
recognition nor the limousine chauffeur’s
ponderous problems. Both in the city and in
the open, the Chevelle easily held its own
with other traffic.

As with the Impala, the straight six engine
looked as if it would be a snap to service.
Even with power steering pump, power
brakes and air conditioning there was room
to reach essential service points like plugs,
distributor, carburetor, and oil filter. The V-8
was nearly as easy until you add the air-
conditioner. Then things begin to get a bit
tight.

Chevrolet Chevy II. The name may not be
inspired, but it is sort of catchy and so is
the car. For my money as a family man, the
Chevy II line makes far the most sense for
an only car than any other Chevrolet. If you
live in, around and with your car the way
most families do, the Chevy II makes the
life more pleasant, the cost Jess, and the com-
fort more than any other Chevrolet.

Both front and back seats have plenty of
leg room so long trips will not curl your
toes. The driving position easily adjusted so
a 6-footer, and my 5-foot l-inch wife felt
right at home. So did I at 5 feet 8. The car
is high enough so it is easy to enter and leave
without learning special tricks about where
to put your feet or how to duck your head.
On short trips this can make quite a differ-
ence in your attitude towards your car, and
most family jaunts are short trips, many of
them very short trips.

On the road, I liked the feel of the car
despite objectionably slow power steering.
Full right to full left took flve whole turns
of the wheel (compared with 3% for the
Corvette’s power steering), but the car
seemed to know where it was going and be
happy about getting there (the very feeling
that was conspicuous by its absence in the
Impala’s manual steering).

Chromed mouldings that were not placed
around the windshield could not cause the

CAR & MOTOR

CLOSER CONTROL over fluid levels is main-
tained by adding dipsticks te check trans-

mission (left), rear axle {top) and engine.

annoying reflections found in some lights in
the Chevelle. However, the same simple trim
package did not include a padded dash. So,
right in front of the passenger’s forehead
Chevy II has a smoothly arced expanse of
very hard-feeling sheet steel.

In a four door station wagon model, there
were a couple of neat design features that
might make this car particularly attractive
for families. The rear seat folded forward
and locked in place with an ingenious ar-
rangement of sheet metal that also formed a
flat bed long enough to spread an air mat-
tress for camp-out sleeping. And the spare
tire was neatly tucked into the right rear fen-
der in such a way you could get it without
removing everything in the back of the car
to get at it. Details, but nice details that you
grow to appreciate more and more the longer
you live with the car.

This year the Chevy II offers a V-8 en-
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CHEVY Il NOVA 4-door sedan is an ideal ‘family ¢ar, with plenty of room for comfort, It's
available with V-8 engine this year for the first time, though six is fine for most general use.

gine for the first time. With 195 hp it must
make this light car very lively indeed. In
general suburban driving, I was quite happy
with the 120 hp of the smaller six, but for
trailer towing, heavy hauling, or just the fun
of it, the V-8 could be just the engine to pull
this car out of the compact class in perform-
ance.

The sixes both have plenty of service room
in the engine compartment so the do-it-your-
self mechanic should have few problems.
Even the V-8 presents no serious accessibil-
ity problems. Even if you never come closer
to your car’s engine than to watch the serv-
ice station attendant check the oil, this serv-
iceability will pay off for you in lower tune-
up costs. '

Other long service or service free parts
include the unique single plate rear leaf
springs. Since there are no leaves to rub
against each other, there are no squeaks and
no lube problems. U-joints are sealed and ex-
haust systems aluminized for long life.

Corvair. This radical little compact has
come a long way since it was first introduced.
For 1964 the body styling remains much the
same as in past years, but handling takes
quite a step forward with both front and rear
anti-sway bars.

More than any other Chevrolet series of
autos, the Corvairs combine sedan utility
with sporting car flair and feel. However,
awkwardness of entering and getting out of

hard top models, plus limited rear seat space
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in some models makes the Chevy 1I the bet-
ter family car. For the Chevy buyer who
cannot afford a Corvette, but who like the
flair and fun of a car that handles and is
more than a transportation appliance, this
may be the ideal automobile.

The flat six, light-plane-style, opposed air~
cooled engine continues with outputs of 95,
110, and 150 hp in different stages of tune.
The spare tire still lives in the engine com-
partment where you might expect oil fumes,
ozone, and heat to damage it, but it seems
to thrive on these rubber killing conditions.
The nose still offers far more trunk-room
than you might expect. On the whole the
Corvair continues with very minor mechani-
cal changes.

But these changes have been sufficient to
gradually change the car over the years from
a dubious handier with very little room to
a specialized semi-sporting machine with
very good handling indeed and more room
than is to be found in most other similar
automobiles.

There is the round-up in Chevrolets. The
one you like because it does your job may
be quite different from the one for me or the
one for the man down the street. Now, at
long last the Chevy fancier can pick just the
right car for every Chevy is not exactly like
every other except for the area between the
back of the windshield and the front of a
rear-mounted spare tire. Them days is in-
deed gone forever. a



RONS Juicis
SERVICE ™
RON BLOOM - PH. 881-1443
C-39R Licensed Contractor C-62
« Warm Air Heating * Service Maintenance
« Cooling & Ventilating  * Home Improvements
* All Types of Repair
4072 E. 22nd St. Suite 197 » Tucson, Arizona 85711

Bonded
Fax 602-745-8118

This space is
available

s pese

Wrecking out « -
- Corvairs!

Ben & Son Auto & Truck Salvage

{formerly Jerry Bishop's)
4260 E. Illinois

Tucson, Arizona 85714

748- 1444 I
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Castings - Aluminum - Iron
* Straighted
* Welded
* Rebuilt
— ANTIQUES REBUILT —
* Machines
* Engines
* Cars

217 N. Cleveland
P.O. Box 371

Bowie, Arizona 85605
602-847-2294

Tucson’s

Best Corvair Specialists
Automotive Domestic & Foreign
Repair

1441 S. Alvernon Way * Tucson, Arizona 85711
(602) 750-1515

Michael Riley-Owner Larry Dandridge-Manager

Please patronize our
advertizers whenever you
can. They help us - Let’s
help them!

New TCA Dues Structure

effective January 1, 1992

Due to rising costs of operating the Tucson Corvair Association

Association,

e Board of Directiors passed a resolution to increase

membership dues.

$12.00 peryear: Family Membership

$15.00 peryear: Initial Membership
(includes one name badge. $4.00 for

each additional badge.)




TUCSON CORVAIR ASSOCTATION REGUL.AR MONTHLY MEETINGS
FOURTH WEDNESDAY of each month (except December)

Piccadilly (Cafeteria, &767 F. Brnadwa?? Tucson

6:30 pm: Parking Lot Bull Session
7:00 pm: Dinner {(optional)
7:40 pm: Meeting starts

COMING EVENTS

Regular Meonthly Meeting: Wednesday, January 22, 1992
TCA Board Meeting: Wednesday, Jan 29, 1992 at IB’s Swan & Speedways 7:30pm

Tucson Corvair Association

P.0D. Box 50401
Tucs=on, Arizona BS703

77
@sau / /

wy

ASSOCIATION

FIRST CLASS MAIL |




