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ROCHESTER “H" CARBURETOR IDENTIFICATION
by van Pershirg

in the Corvair Technical Guide published way back in 1986, Larry
Claypool put together an excellent article on identifying the Rochester
"H" carburetor. Larry points out that indeed all Corvair carburetors are
not the same! The following is a summary of his findings.

1960: No provisions are found in the
carburetor itself for a choke. It is Photo 1: 1960
part of the air cleaner assembly. The
bowl vent was external and found under
a cover (photo 1).

1961: Chokes were added to the
carburetors and were operated
manually. Fast idle cam did nct have
steps so that when you pulled the
choke knob the butterflies would close
without depressing the gas pedal
(photo 2). A fast idle screw was added
and the bowl vent was moved to the
duck bill underneath the air cleaner
to keep gas fumes out of the new
heater system and dirt out of the btowl (see photo #3).

18962: Automatic chokes were added
along with vacuum pull-offs and
vacuum ports to operate them.
Carburetor designation changed from
"H" to "HV". Steps appeared in the
fast idle cam and choke unloading
was obtained by the use of a tang
as shown in photo 4 which opens the
choke slightly when the gas peddle
is fully depressed to allow starts
when the engine is flooded.

1963: Fuel bowl vents were moved to
the sides of the air horn to
improve hot engine idle restart
(photo 5). The choke unloader was
changed from the tang to a tab on the back of the cam.

1964: A vapor vent was added to the pase of the carburetor to prevent
gas fumes from collecting in the iniuction system and causing hot engine
restart problems (photo 6). The flcats increased in size (photo 7) and
an assist spring was added to staoilize them and increase force on the
needle valve. A hole was added for mounting the new air cleaner (photo
8) and the venturi cluster was chanjed to allow better atomization
(photo 9).
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1966: The fast idle link on the

primary carburetors were changed

from plastic to metal (photo 14). Photo 14:
On California cars several changes
were made with the addition of the
smog pump and its plumbing. An
internal bleed circuit was added
which prevented the setting of tnhe
idle mixture screw beyond the
emission limits, Identification can
be made by looking into the air
horn (photo 15). The fuel bow]l plastic netal

casting was modified to accept this

circuit (photo 16) and appears on

all carburetors from here on but

was only drilled out for those used

on smog engines. The power enrichment circuit was eliminated on smog
engines as a mid—year change.
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1967: No significant changes.

1968: Since all model were equipped with smog pumps, all primaries had
tne air bleed circuits and no power enrichment. Secondaries had a "fixed
fuel feed" which was basically a fixed idle circuit which prevented
stuck throttle glates caused by drivers who used the secondaries
infrequently. Secondary linkage was changed using steel sleeves and
stiffer springs on the secondary actuating rods. This provided more
force to overcome sticking problems but required more gas peddle force

to open the secondaries.

1969: No changes were made.

while most of the design and detail changes are shown here,
remember that many variations of cach style were made. Jet sizes varied
depending on the horsepower, transmissicn and even the type of air
cleaner that was used.















