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TUCSON CORVAIR ASSOCIATION 

EST. 1975 

Corvairsation is a monthly publication of the Tucson Corvair 

Association, which is dedicated to the preservation of the Corvair 

model of the Chevrolet Motor Division of General Motors . The Tucson 

Corvair Association is a chartered member of the Corvair society of 

America (CORSA). 

MONTHLY MEETINGS are held on the fourth Wednesday of each month exc 
ept December. One technical/social event is planned for each month with 
the exception of July and August. 

MEMBERSHIP DUES: Initial dues are $ 15.00 (includes name tag), 

renewable for $ 12.00 per year and payable to the TUCSON CORVAIR 

ASSOCIATION through the Membership Chairperson. 


CHANGE OF ADDRESS: Report any change of address or phone number to the 

Membership Chairperson. Do not report such changes to the Editor . 


. CORSA MEMBERSHIP DUES are $25 per year and include a subscription to 
the CORSA Communique, a monthly publication. CORSA membership is not 
require for membership in TCA but is highly recommended. See any TCA 
officer For information . 

CLASSIFIED ADS are free to members and $2 . 50 per 4-line ad to all 

others. 


DEADLINE for all materials submitted for publication in the 

Corvairsation is the 10th for that month's issue . Mail or deliver all 

materials to the Editor . 
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Dear Members, 

When I expressed my interest in the presidency of this organization 
one year ago, our treasury was in an undesirable condition, our club 
copier problems weren't completely solved, and I was follo'lfing some 
giant footsteps (our past President Cecil Alex). Al Crispin has done 
an exceptional job of putting our finances in order, our copier 
problems have largely been solved through the efforts of Ron &Lynn 
Bloom, the Alexs and Marcy Tucker (my wife) . 

• 
I have learned that: my organizational skills are still poor, that 
my desire to lead the club in at least one new direction will go 
unfulfilled, and that I could have done a better job, had I spent 
more time and effort. (So to console myself, I say, "I was as good 
as Ike anyway!) I feel I owe you (as members) an explanation for 
my uneventful term. 

A year ago, Marcy and I were operating our plastic fabrication business 
taking in work from a wide variety of individuals and companies 
locally and from the southwest region in general. Around the end of 
May we started developing a few product ideas for the national market. 
The most viable of these ideas were then fully developed into proto
types, and the protos were then "sold" to a number of wholesale 
distributors. Once their sales people had our products in hand, we 
began to spend more and more time in produc.tion and product development. 
It was I suppose, like having children. We had less and less time 
for anything, all of our energy was being focused on sales and 
produCtion. The. time and energy left over allowed us to eat and sleep, 
(oh ok, I'll admit to working on a lot of race cars in the past year, 
but we only went to 20 some events this year as opposed to more than 
40 "shows" the previous year). 

With our first few products on the market, we've had interest from 
distributors in 3 European COUntries, and customer demand for similar 
products has caused us to go "back to the drawing board" and develop 
3 new ideas for international trade. As this is going to press, our 
new products have, been received verY', warmly! A... e we rich? Not just 
yet,' (remember it took the new!paper USA Today 12 years to show a 
pro£it). But we are close to success. Part of the cost of this 
success of ours is at the expense of the T.C.A., and my inability to 
devote more time and energy to advancing the club. Thank God I had 
wonderful people supporting me. 

As my term expires, I at least have the satisfaction of knowing my 
successor will be able to lead our organization with confidence, 
ability and good support. I just hope your new leader doesn't have 
aspirations of radically altering their business this coming May also! 

My association with this club has always been fruitful and fu~, and 
I'm sure it will continue to be for years to come. I would 11ke to 
thank each and every member for allowing me to serve you this past 
year. 



The regular monthly meeting of the Tucson Corvair Association was 
called to order at 7:30 p.m .• bv President Bill Leslie. at 
Picadilly Cafeteria on Wednesday, January 26, 1994. 

Visitors were Andrew Pardo. Randell Griffith and R.D. Bloom. 

Esther Alex reported on the Xmas party at OK Corral. 

Don Robinson now has sweatshirts ($12) ,and hats ($12 &$13) 
available for sale. $2.00 from each sale goes to LC.A'; , 

Beverly Baker reported on the T.C.A. library. 

Treasurer Al Crispin reported a treasury balance of approximately 
$850 as of meeting time. The acquisition of a T.C.A. Visa/MdsterCard 
for parts purchases was discussed. Al will gather the information 
necessary for discussion at a later meeting. 

The February mid-month activity is the Marana Car Show on Saturday. 
February 12. Six T.C.A. cars ~ took part last year. 

Barry Cunningham reported on the Tune-Up clinic at his shop on 
January 22nd. Eleven Corvairs were in attendance. 

Al Crispin discussed the slate of officer candidates for the 
February election. 

Volunteers for the February raffle prizes are Allen Elvick 
Esther Alex, Barry Cunningham. Randy Griffith and Beverly Baker. 

License plate" drawing winner was Don Robinson. 

Raffle prize winners were Lynn Bloom. Barry Cunningham and Don 
Chastain. Proceeds from the raffle ticket sales were $26.00. 

Beverly Baker announced that Mike Krug was looking for assistance 
in assembling an engine for his van. Anyone interested can contact 
Beverly for his phone number and address. 

Barry Cunningham reported on distributors and rotors. 

Joe Abate discussed a valve job on his 140 heads. distributors and 
cam gears. 

The meeting adjourned at 8:45 p.m. 

R~fUllY Submitted: 

Marcy T4;eYdtc 
Recording Secretary 



IN JANUARY WE WERE INVOLVED IN A NEW AND EXCITING EXPERENCE, WE 
PUT BOTH THE RAMPSIDE AND THE CONVERTIBLE IN THE MOVIE CALLED 
n PONTIAC MOON n THE PRODUCTION OF THE MOVIE WAS BEING HELD AT 
THE ROUND - UP LOUNGE AT BENSON HWY. AND THEN AT THE APACHE 
MOTEL. RON,AND HIS SON R.D. SAT' PATIENTLY WATING FOR THEM TO CALL 
TO SHOOT ONE OF OUR CORVAIRS. WELL UNFORTUNATELY WE WEREN'T 
CALLED THAT EVENING. SATURDAY THEY WERE TO BE DOWN AT THE SET AT 
7PM AND MR. VERN GRIFFITH WENT TO SEE WHAT WAS GOING ON WHEN HE 
WAS TALKING TO RON AND THEY GOT HIS CORVAIR IN ALL THE ACTION. 
WELL RUTH AND I WENT TO SEE OUR GUYS, AND WE GOT TO SEE A LOT OF 
PEOPLE RUNNING EVERYWHERE BUT WE DIDN'T GET TO SEE ANY OF THE 
SHOOTING. RON AND R.D. GOT TO SEE A LOT OF THE SHOOTING AS WELL 
AS HAVING LUNCH WITH TWO OF THE FAMOUS MOVIESTARS, INCLUDEING TED 
DANSON, [GREAT] WHERE WERE THEY WHEN WE WERE THERE! BUT OVERALL 
WE HAD A GREAT TIME AND HAD SOME EXCELLENT FOOD, AND BELIEVE ME 
THEY FEED YOU VERY WELL, LIKE NEW YORK STRIP FOR LUNCH! WE HAVE 
TAKEN SOME PICTURES OF THE MOVIE SET, AND RUTH AND LYNN HAS BEEN 
INVITED TO JOIN THE SOUTHERN ARIZONA FILM COMMISSION. WELL OVER 
ALL IT WAS FUN AND EXCITING. LOOK FOR THE RELEASE OF " PONTIAC 
MOON " IN EARLY FALL. 

' RON & LYNN BLOOM 

THE FEBRUAR~ RALLY WAS HELD AT THE MARANA HIGH SCHOOL. THERE WERE 
FOUR CORVAIRS THERE, MR .ALLEN BLVICK TOOK FIRST PLACE, MR . RON 
BLOOM TOOK SECOND, AND MR. AL CRISPIN TOOK THIRD. OVER ALL IT WAS 
A FUN AND WINDY DAY. THERE WERE MR. & MRS VERN GRIFFITH AND MR. 
& MRS RANDY GRIFFITH & FAMILY. THOSE OF YOU THAT DID"NT WANT TO 
GO MISSED A GOOD TIME AND GOOD FELLOWSHIP. THERE WAS SOME FINE 
OLD CARS THERE INCLUDEING THREE STUDEBAKERS, A 29, 30, & A 31 
GUARANTEED TO GO 95 MPH ! WE HOPE ALL OF OUR CLUB MEMBERS AND 
FRIENDS WILL JOIN IN ON THE MIDMONTH ACTIVES AND SUPPORT YOUR 
CLUB. WE ARE TRYING TO PLAN DIFFERENT ACTIVITIES FOR THE 
UPCOMMING EVENTS. 

LYNN BLOOM 

TO ALL TUCSON CORVAIR MEMBERS: 

YOU ARE ALL WELCOME TO HELP AND SUPPORT THE CORVAIRSATION NEWS 
LETTER. ALL AND ANY ARTICLES OR INFORMATION WILL BE VERY HELPFUL. 
AND FOR YOU WIFES SEND IN YOUR COMMENTS AND RECIPES AND WE WILL 
GET THEM IN OUR NEWSLETTER. PLEASE HELP AND SUPPORT THE 
CORVAIRSATION NEWS LETTER . 
PlEASE SUBMIT ANY ARTICLES OR INFORMATION,BY THE 10TH OF EACH 
MONTH. 

THANK YOU FOR YOUR COOPERATION . 
~-:: ----=~--- -- -'=:='="=~,--=====-: -- ' 

LYNN BLOOM 



roCSOM CORVUIt USOCUTIOM 

, Cm!ue o( Car. Ovntsl br MImbs 
Ju.____________________ 

~.----------------
,z'!C_:i'ov 4.-1.. 1Mfl'1~J.r-~ . 

~ 

.1. 

3 

'/ 

r 

• 
V ' 

? 

V 

'I 

Zip.____ 

'-Ir hl, .1.1 8~'/" e_ ~. Il..!.:., 

. 

- - ~-

"f. Aa; ,."". 

Mephone f,______ 

._--
l4/-.JrrH f,..", '7i> 

/-.lor, 'I 'b".. ct.~"I-' ~f
~ »t.i.J=.., ""

"'"'.,j 5il 

/11", Sr~", "'''u 
r.w".,_. ~n'/ 

~ 
5U811.& w~ Wemmyt ye l It~il 


HousUm, Texas. has just come 
up with a sort of ultimate anti-car 
bit of legisiation. By defining a 
junk car as any inoperable vewele 
(your Lamllorghini with a broken 
distributDr shaft would qnalify) 
their regulation allows the city, all 
without any court order, to enter 
upon youx property to haul off the 
offending rebid.. and to insure 
that the person who suppcsedly 
owns the ~ does not interfere, 
they will ",nd an armed deputy 
along with the wrecl<er driver. And 
this, after tile TEXAS court case, 
Price v. Juution City. Texas which 
found that 'eVenjunk cars are pro
tected under the Constitution." 

Chickm Little was right. The 
sky is falliDg. 

Car cnshing is least of our 
worries evm if it gets the biggest 
press. We .bould protest the tDtaI 
destruction. rather than salvaging 
the good portions nfthe vehlele, but 
basically, it will be junk that is 

JadDown 

cr\l.Shed. This is not the case with 
the other three most scary scenar
ios. (1) Environmental pollution 
laws seen in emission controls and 
solid waste regulations: (2) un· 
equal taxation as governments la· 
bor tD extract every cent they caD 

from any form of personal prop· 
erty, and (3) a combination of ec<>
logical and aesthetic zealots who 
want tD set their own standards of 
safety, health, welfare and beauty 
through zoning regulations that 
n.lll the ragged edge of Constitu· 
tionality, and often slide over. 

Nine months ago, in an article 
in OLD CARS WEEKLY, I wrote 
that 1993 is the summer we should 
forget oux meets and shows and 
concentrate on becoming united t<r 
ward off this doomsday. Obviously, 
few took me seriously. I say it 
again. We are lost as a hobby if we 
do not uni.fy. Sure, no one will. take 
the Duesenburghs, or Packard 
phaetDns, or Wills Saint Clares, or 

Wint.Jns cut to the cn:sher, but let 
me tell you the Chevies, Ply· 
mouths, Fords and lesser vehleles 
of similar hat:kground will pay the 
price. 

Every state should have a 
state-wide umbrella group like the 
Association of California Car 
Clubs. Approximately 25 do now 
and one is in progress in Oregon, 
but that still leaves half to accom· 
plish this feat. And every individ· 
uaI club and all the statewide um" 
brella elubs should join a national 
umbrella such as the COUllciJ of 
Vehicle Ailsociations, 10400 
Roberts Road, Palos Hills, illinois 
60465. 

The government is not fooling. 
5,000 zoning departments are not 
fooling. The Sierra Club is not fool· 
ing. The EPA is not fooling. And we 
had better not fool around either 
for it will soon be too late for ahuge 
selection nf our 1960 through 1980 
collectibles 

This article re-printed from the January, 1994 issue of the 
Generator & Distributor 

monthly magazine of the Vintage Chevrolet Club of America 
~ •VA I~ }te-eL7 N",..u.:;k-rr,."e.. 
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"': Is the Corvair dud' As Mark Twain one. lUted. '1lle 
jeport 01 rrrt demise has been arossIy _gpoal8cSl" 

;>< The sporty little CoNar Is Inde«I Vflly much alive and 
'Well as can buttested to by nearty 7,000 CORSA (Cotvalr 
sOc;ety 01 AmIrica) members. Betwetn the fall 01 1959 
... the ~ 011969, 1,786,243 CorvaIn __ ~ 

, '~At the last count. nearly 300,000 are realsterecl 
'Ind n.mlnc - I very respedilblt survival rate 0117 per.
'Cent. Most automobUes of ,Imllar vlntap can expect • , 
1OI....it'y rail 01 only 1M to _ ... percent. 
;~ But are tIwy safe' Most IIIfllYOII<I It awn '" the ... 
'tiJry 01 the Cotvair and th. younllawyer and consumer 

IIdYOCat., Ralp/l Hader, Th. Corvalt automobile and 

Mad« became synonymous and stiI ar.. However, as the , 

bi:ts unwind. it's clear thIt he wasn't a major factor In the', 

6ocisIon to stop buildlnl tile CorvaIr. 

" Ed Cole was tile father of the CotvaIf. Some 01 his cr.. 

-dInt!ab as a <>-aI Motors en&ln___ his wort< with 

WotId War n anny tanks at tile GM Cadillac Plant. the '49 

Ca6'r h¥H:omptesslon qne, his d8\a~t 01 the 

famouS smaI-t)Ioc:k V-a Chevrolet, and hlJ early rise to 

General Manapi' of Chevrclet DMslOll of GM In 1956
(Cole lIIentuaiy became President of GM In 1961 It the 

...0158.) 
> The CotvaIr was tile prodI.Ict of Colt's creatIv. tmaaIna

tIOn. Rear_line4 lor.lan, cars were readily beln. 

accepted by AmerIcan car-buyers. The German V~ 

.... __ sellinC at rapidly ai,they could be unIoadecI 


,~ a ship. "*-Itt wer.i too. And tile Ponc:hts __ ' 

,~snapped uP laster than II'r1 sports car 01 the period.

t: It would be speculative to Sly that GM haclln mind 

deillCpOnl a '"poor man's Porsdle," but Cole tested his 

..... CoNair enp In I Ponche bOdy and _ elated.
I(lNI- the stepplna-ston. needeefto furtIIer:,develop 

Ilfw ...Corvair. 

f-,The orillnal ....,. plan was to ~ I lilt s/x-eyII tder; 

,*-<:OOIed en&Jne cast from aluminum In two halves. The 

c),llIden and head and IntaQ manifold __ to be cast 1ft 

bloc. The lint 01 theSe enllnes tlq)eIiencectucesshe cyI

bier wall _ u to po« aluminum alloys. The Reyn

olds Alminum Co. dalmed tile)' could ~ this pt.

!em usinl I smcon. aluminum alloy. This was never 

dev slept<! fur1het alter It was dlscovered to be tqo hard 

to be machined ec:onomlcaBy. 


The accepted plan was to use separate cast Iron cyar.

den and two separate cylinder heads. ~ of the 11 

...... caslilip nec:8$Sitatecl, • opposed to the oriP1at, 

plan d ~ tile qne flTew proportfonately ~ A 

ccmpomlse was then made .nd tile ~ead i1Ven to 

produce the neW CoNar. The costs were cut elsewtlefe, 

lICIt not In the qne. ,These cost cuts would eventual)' 

_ back to haunt GM •• charp was made In one til 

their I8suits that th. lack of, • front sway bar (to _ 

money) caused tile car to be unsafe. (ThIs was dtsproved,

lICIt ......ertII.,ess remained indelible.) 


The Corvair re:achecI tile showrooms In tile faI 011959. 
_ old ad. states: "FIrst Impression. arl best," The 

Cocvair missed on its "nt shot Rubber floor mati anot 

.." uphoIst" 'I_e not what car buyers were searcNna 

for. The perlormance 01 tile ~p, 1-4O<Id enaIne. ~ 

dally with the twoHP"d Powerill1de transmission, _ 


J~.~;;;;;~;,;:~:';.~ -===;:;;;;I!'1If!! 
...... 011 ." ........VY'W " '&I'lw.. _1'\,1 u.Aftp ...... 1"r!O' VVUIJ" n.u '" 

pIa.1ed the Manu 900 model. Zora Arkul-Duntov (the

eor.etta expert) was corralled to add some spirit to the 

CW, and he did. wtIatever th. Initial 500 and 700 models 

IKkecI, tile Monz:a 900 did not It was nearl'/ 1 total new 

Qrf 'II'iU1 buc:Mt seats. stainless st.... and anodlzed aN"*""" tr1m, it was tile automobile that set the styllnl_

1fI!rtics fOI' ears to com.. In the luxury spor1s car 'flekt. It 

... the epitome! The ManZI 900 sold more than any 


.' 
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GClwCorv* model ~ Its_II 19M.• fIt ... QUIddr recoellad !bit", ~ anted men 

t 

: 

. . -: .;-. ;.:-;~... ' ". , 

,... ~ AMW.IQIr, and consequently II. 
.,.....-.tdbe~blltImpC'I'b'e Inl~ 
effort to boost hoI'MPOW«. tile ClMwolet .,,~ 
came up'MIIt a twtIocharpr. (The lint _1IIIM_ed In 
1962.) n.model_named.."SpydIr." 
~ the time 1964 rolled araIftI. tile .".,.... stroked 

.. 164 dd and I ,.. ...., bar _added. (TNt ... In 
addition to the II'ont '..., bIr that _ edded In 1961.) 
~..u.....4S-.made to.... and the or1&tnall960 
austeA, \owoj)riced compct "' _ transformed Into • 
'IWY res~able automobile tIIat .as tuft to drive. 
AIthou&h c-w sales didn't matdI tile more c:onven
!lanai Ford Falcon, Ramblet. or ValIant .... they _. 
IIIifty ~ to rnaM a SIMI ~ and the Corvw tern
poi. itt filled a veld In the GM Ineup ofMrto offwlnp. 

The 1965 (thr~ 1969)Corv*... acompletely MW 
aIIiIImotNe milestone. BottI the body ttyf1rII and the c0nn,.,"'" luspeusiool __ 8IhaustIYeI)' chanied. Ther. 
_ a new ~pressloft .".,... wtth four proar t 

siwaIy linked carburetors offwad at 140 hp. The Manu 
nameplate ... continued wIiIe the Spydar was dropped 
.. hrvor 01 '"Corsa... The 14().hc) turbocharged enPle was 
upped to 180 hp. Th. rear suspension wa. no loni.r 
swill. arm. It was now a ~ nearly Identical to 
tJ>e Corvette. but with two col sprInp Instead of a Ira.,. 
--.e~ . 

Itwaslrllmpeted. ana 01 tile bastautomobiles .... to 
be M'I oft II'I'J Atheilcail assanbIy Rna. Writers and enp. 
~aIiI<e~'t pralle the"' enouafI. Phc!to~ 
COIICedM the MW ~ style had no bad .,.,.. for pic> 
lin ~ Soma stiI tNnlt rrs ana of Oetroit'. best 100.... , 
..cars. POibmance ...... It won _ ,on road counas 
IIId ... (and stills) a favorIta for parIdtta lot slalom raI>.. " - , 

And that Is the lint hall' of the CorvW story.,Tha second , 

hIoI reaI1 bepn early on while ttl. lint hall' was takInC

p.c.. 

Sometme in ear1y 1961, a son oil California mal~, 
Ilea attorney was killed In I CorvW. In July of 1961. the 
at!IImey's" partner, Mr. Harney. flied a suit against Ghl 
claimlna the Corvair had II defec:tlve desl"",. Ads were 
placed In sorteraIlawyw-oriented mapzlnes In an attempt 
tD organizII a &roup of attorneys Intwasted In furnishin. 
Wormatlon that could be used against GM and the Cot
.... The Ameo Ql Trlallawyefl AssocIation and Nader 
e.."" ed into the p;ctwe. The A.T.LA. r. a group of attor
n8JS who act for the plaintiff In product liability cases. 
While Nader wasn't involved in a court case aplnst G M up 
tD that point. he pined reco&nitlon with an artIele he had 
.-itten titled, "The Safe Car You Can't Buy," He was 
becoo.Ii.a self appointed consumer advocate. 

Soon. Harney had 30 eases on his docket. All were 
apinst GM and the CorvaIr. In June of 1964, the ftnt of 
Itoesa, the PIerinI ease, _ bf'ouiht to trial. M .... PIerini 
~ .. ed tNt her CorvaIr suddenly, and for no apparent 
tuson, _ off the road. White tryl", to return from the 
SOft shoulder onto the road, hef' CoNalr, at »35 mph, 
'8idIy and unccntroIabIy erossed the hlgllway, It struck 
...mban' ....... t and roW aver, Mverln, het' arm. 


The _ -.t on for three days bafore GM's attorneys 
decided they were ill-j)repared and would ask to settle the 
S3OO.ooo lawsuit out of court. Harney aveed and the . --- ...• - -.. -.. -_ ...
.......... ~.,..I'UI' .'V."""""" .'


ina _ lIttMCS onto h -Csec:lsfoii arid In-headnn .. 
intwpreted it to say that GM lost and conceded to build
.. faulty c-airs. (A court sew.ment Isn't an Qdmlsslon 
01 guilt. The medIIo diose to IlP'IOre this fact.) Americans 
..... 1lIYan the dlok. to believe that GM. a company that 
had bean buiIdlnI automobiles fQr some 60 yeats, was 
deljbel:ately ntllliaent In chooSin. the Corval' dulan; 
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IaMW the CoNalr was unsafe: cut ~ to pin profits; and 

_ willfully and Intentlonally bulIdIna an ~ that 

would kiM customen! 

, Some American. beIIeWd thls;lncI some ~'t as they 

,Continued to buy CortaIrL They -. In tM rmo.lty, 01 
'course, but they rfmalned undaunted. '" 
\It The outcome of the PIerini case caused o1fIer c:.. 
apInst GM to be filed as fast at paper could be wound ' 
Jntoa IyJNwriter, To be precise, the number 01 ases,ew 

: ta294. ' ,
'i..Utile attention _liven to the cases that Gil won. Ten 
c:ases were tried and eight verdicts were for GIl. The two 

c:ases against GM were appealed. One resulted ~ favor 01 


, GM. The other was • COtnp;lr8tive neallpnce _diet and 

G M was held responsible for ontt 12 percellt of the dam
ases- " \+Back at tM factory. It was busIIMss as usu& The lint 
S«Ies and body style. were phased out In fav~ of the new 

,'65 models. By tM time these can hit tM sho...-ooo I~ 
they were completely ovenh~ by tM '641'. Ford ' 
Mustan.. The Mum". was fntroduc:ed with the Iarpst 
,ildvertlslnl ·campalan fIVer known to the auto in<IUstry. 
.The '65 CorYaIr, the marvel 0I1n-uo.., was Oft the road: 
to tM orphan..... The order from the top was to be&In 
wIndlna down the COrvaIr. It was obvious that it couldn't 
,be developed to compete with the ~ muscle ~ ..... 

No other automobile _ had as much notoriety as tM 
,COrVaIr had to thl. point. But the most clamavc- yet , 
ta come. The United States Government WOIJId em.. inta 
a conflict that woukllast untl Mardi of 1973, fOIW yea;,. 
after the last Corvair came off the assembly One! 

Abraham Rlblcolf, a senator from Connecticut. WIt 
~ to a subcommltt .. ta InYestfpte ~
.nythlnl - that seemed Importait and tIrM/r.... took 
aim .t automobile safety. Nader wu Immediately 
selected as his primary consultant. He was the perfect 
choice. There was no one whO was more Interested or 
more concerned about auto safety. And the tlmlnl 
coWdn't have been better. GM had /list settled a lawsuit 
InvoIvtna a stuck accelerator on • '60 O>ewcld. Nader 
_ listed as the defense councI In a SlICC?S$NI appal 
brief. 
, It's dllflcult to Imasma that the &lant of industrt that 
GM was, a top auto manufacturer In the world. could be so 
void of wisdom. After the PIerini case was settled for 
$70,000 because they _e lil-prepared, It would have 
been logical for GM hl&IHfNei executives to wortl to avoid 
bad prest In arrt other confrontations. 
. Wotso. 

In November of 1965, UnMI(. cd Aft)' Spnd reached 
the book stores. Now, Nader had become their tarpt.. 
Who was he' What did he want? What was he tryinI to 
prove.? They handed the lob of InvestlPtlnl Mader to 
AIoysIous F. Power, GM'. chief counsel. Poww I*ed a !rio 
Wale loivHtiptor, Wlllt.om F. O'Neil, to IooIl into Nadw'. 
past. , 

He cNcked out Nader'. hometown of Wlllst.d, Conn. 
He checked his school, his Sunday school. his emplo),
ment as a newspaper boy, his family, and his farri(. busi
_ His years at the Harvard Law SchooI_e dIedced. 

-~----- ---  -
... ,_. - 

If anythlna was apInst Nader,lt _ his bad<ward. color
less lifestyle ~_ <lui by co"..,-, to the standarda 
of youth, He _ untarnished. 

Gill, not satIsW. dtckled to .. further. (This was dur
InI the period \flat the RIbIcoft !-.-Ina was In fIA swfnl.) 
They went to their own EDeen MuIJlhY. the GM law Ilbnr
lin. It _ she who becalTle InsIstMt that somethlna lisa 
than perfectlorl could be discovered about Nader. 

It'. not aplnstthe law to rnv.sttpte a penon', prtwate 
11f•• However, It'. against the law to hara" a penon. 
Nader accepted the prank phone call. In the middle 01 the 

• nl&lrt- He accepted the' ~ who secretly watched 
his every move Irom doOrways. Then. In the course of 
events, on two different occasion'. Nader was 
approached by very atb active younl ladles. This upset 
Nader-Itwas the llnal straw. He was certain that s0me
one was tryfna to dbaedlt him and he let It be kno-..n. 
Newspaper headlines read: "Nader ClaIms He Was Tralled 
and Harassecl." . 

Gill'. President J_ Roche WIIS summoned to ~ 
coifs silbcommittee floor for an bplanatlon. While den)' 
Ire KfOJ h~ Roche admitted to an Investigation 
Into Nader'. tlfL In an attempt to plaeate aU partie.. 
Roche publicatly apoIostzed. HIs statement was a pubiC 
admission that GM had Indeed investigated Nader. Power 
and his Investlga~ __ c:ros.examlned and empha~ 
cally denled any actMties other than questions and some 
surveillance. F~ reason. unknown, Murphy was _ 
questioned. The '-ina lested OM @/. The memory of 
the meatlnllasted much Ion.... 

The Rlblcoff l'earrn..on aUto safety continued with '60. 
'63 Corvalrs finpI:ed as the center of conb 01/erSY. GM. 
once apln I~ed. had to shift Into hl&lt aoar to, 
strengthen their case. First;, theY had to educate their 
own attorneys as to the fine points of automotive enII
neerin.. Then, they had to educate everyone InvolVed 
who'd have a J)earlnl on any decisions of the eornmitteL 
The testimony of race drtvers Indudln, Stlrllnl Moq, 
Juan Fangjo. Carrol Shelby, and PhY HII was used. GM 
wanted nothlnl left to be questioned. They dld their 
homeWOflc. ' 

The hearlnp cost both the taxpayers and GM millions 
of dollars. In the final analysl., It was proven that GM 
wasn't neatlaent and the COMIir wasn't unsafe. A stat. 
ment was Issued '"'July 1972 by the U,s. Department 01 
Transportation and It read: "The handUnl and stability 
perf~ance' of the 1960-1ge3 Corvalr does not result in 
an abn~aI potential for 10$1 of control 01 roRover, and It 
Is at least as good as iIIe performance of most cont~ 
rwy vehicles. both forelan and domestic. .. 

The very Innocent Corvalr, whU. proven not aullty of 
any wrongdoln.. ¥las aullty - IUlity of belnl too far 
ahead ~ publ1c acceptance: aullty of belnl too ~ 
cated and stylish: and IUlItY of causlnl the onsiauPrt of 
safety regulations that were to beiIn and continue to this 
~. . 

While the CONair hasn't yet pined an overwhelmin, 
popularity with COllectors because of Its misunderstood 
reputation, It shouldn't be overlooked. It's one of teday" 
most unique and aHordabie COllectible automobiles. 

• I 
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Corvair carb;; 

· . I
vnchrotios:1 _r_._ ~-'" .....~" .-

Aa:ording to Latty Claypool. t 
JI!etbod to syndmmize the cart 

· 011. Cb""Y Corvair is to use a \h 
tool that sits a!.op the carIrur8 
m.....".". the air no.. going thrq 
I.acking a Unisyn.. however. you ~ 

I

pretty accurate job with two • 
paper meuuring one-quarter iaj 
by about six inch.slong. Begin b:r 
nect:in& the left; carblln!tor linkat 
the croso shaft so each carb ~' 
adjusted independently. With the 
fully open so the fast die cam i 
gaged, back out the idle speed IIC 

·each carburetor until it no longerJ 
the throttle ann. Now take your:1 
paper and pIaoo it between the .... 
the throttle ann. M yeu pull thei 
paper through, tighten the idhi 
screw until you feel a slight <irq: 
paper. Now Nrn the screw in exae' 
and one-ball turna. Repeat th.io p~ 
for the other carburetor. No.. COlli! 
\ell; carburetor linkage back OII~ 
r:roea shaI\, a.ijusting it up or d( 
needed SO the linkage enten the lit 

Tbe carburetors are DOW mecha 
synchronized. You can adjust th 
speed up or down .. needed witho 
turbin3 tha initial a4jWltment ao I 
you remember· to turn each idIi. 
acrew the exact &anl8 amount. ' 
adjw;tments, by the way. should iii 
with the engine fully warmed uP. 
D1.atiaI ahifted into Drive. and COJ 
air cLeaner assembly installed. '" '. 

· An Old Cars TECHnician badg8 i 
I..arr7 Claypool, proprietor of til< 
Sbop. Frankfort, DI. .; 

By Jay Piersant,i I . ' • 
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CORVAIR~ iuParts 

Over 8000 different new parts ~ Also buying new, used, 

Over 3000 used parts .IIr"' and NOS parts. Call or 

Over 500 pages of parts . write Mar't< or Cal for quote. 


steel floor panels dune buggy shop manuals trim 
steel patch panels suspension vw bus transplant carpets 
mid engine v-a emblems weatherstrips engine 
technical assistance interior assembly manuals wiring 

• Parts! 	 Get your 1992-95 catalog! • Service! 
(4 catalog set) $4.00 rushedl (U .S.A.) Canada & foreign more 

includes: main catalog (400 pgs.), performance & VW kits (60 pgs.). 
Used Parts 50 pgs.) Price List & Supplement with more new parts (50 pgs.) 

G CLARK'S CORVAIR PARTS, INC. ' 

% & Rt.2 Box 500,Shelburne Falls, Ma. 01370 -a ~. 


413·625-9776 


I 
I 

Dick Cannon 

Uniforms 


Korea ***** W.W.· II 


Ribbons 

Medals 


299-4723 


/ 


_N'S 

IN HOME 
SERYICE-

Ron J. Bloom Contractor 
aondcd/ UCEnKd/ lnsured 
Phone 6Ot·74S.<J8I7 
f.. 602·7'5-81,. 
4072 E. 22nd St.. Suitt 197 
Tucson, AI. 85711 

Wlrm Air Heating 
(0011"11 • V.ntllatln, 
( ·39R lie '091735 
Service Maintenance 
Home Improvements 
( -62 lie '091069 
Commercial Cooling/Heating 
l -05 lie ·098355 



Vairs 'n Spares 


PARTING OUT : 64 Coupe , lots of good parts left. Also complete 80 HP 
FC Eng. good run n i ng, $ 125 . 00 
Call Larry Dandridge (602) 571-9680 

FOR SALE: 62 two dr. 110 HP, PG, Red, New fuel pump, Reg, Battery, 
New brakes, New tires, Everything in good shape! $ 2000 . 00 
Call Merle Williamson (602) 290-6655 

FOR SALE:. CORVAIR PARTS . Large out door yard full of great Corvair 
parts . Call Barry Cunningham for information at (602) 747-9028 . 

CORVAIR PARTS: Large selection of early and late. Reasonable 
prices . Larry Dandridge,(602 ) 5 71-9680 . 

FOR SALE: 64 Monza 2 dr . parting out, Call Del Light, (602) 883
6794 or. 883-5902 

FOR SALE: 6 ea. M.O.S. e£ g . cyl. a nd Pi ston units complete . GM pIn 
3847843 (for 64 Corvair ) $400. 00 Cal l Don Chastain (602) 8 8 6-1076 

PARTS FOR SALE: Early rear axle be a rings, Wanted, FC hub caps . 

Call Ron Bloom (602 ) 747-4842 


*****NOTE--- Ads in VAIRS & SPARES a re fr e e to TCA members. Non
. members can place a four line ad for $2. 50. Se nd ads directly to 

Co rvairsation editor****** 



---""" .. 
TUCSON CORVAIR ASSOCIATION REGULAR MONTHLY MEETI NGS 


FOURTH WEDNESDAY of each month (except December)---


Piccadilly Cafeteria, 6767 E. Broadway, Tucson 


6:00 pm: Parking Lot Bull Session 
6:30 pm: Dinner (optional) 
7:30 pm: Meeting starts 

COMING EVENTS 	 PLEASE CONTACT A 
BOARD MEMBER WITH 
ANY SUGGESTIONS!! 

PLR!l.SE GIVE YOUR INPUT AT FEB . MEETING REGARDING ACTIVITIES 
FOR THE COMING YEAR*******LETS HERE FROM YOU WHAT YOU WANT TO DO 

February 23 Feb. Meeting Night Election of Officers 
'. 

Regular Monthly Meeting: Wednesday, January·· :26 , 1994 
TCA Executive Board Meeting: Feb. 2, 1994 JB's Swan & Speedway, 7:30pm 

Tucson Corvair Association 
4072 E. 22nd St. Suite 197 
Tucson, Arizona 85711 
Fax [602] 745-8114 ...... -.. . 

:-' ... ' -->~ ..... .,-~""' 
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