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Fuel Economy vs. Real Economy’

In the October, 1994 edition of the Lone Star
Telegram, | took the original cost of a 1963 Corvair
adjusted for inflation and compared it with the price of
modemn compacis today. I concluded that the Corvair was
a good value when new, and one could restore a Corvair
1o like-new condition as an interesting, cost effective
alternative to buying a new compacl.

To justify the expense, I decided to look at
another point of Corvair cconomy ~ gas mileage. Most
Corvair owners arc aware that new Corvairs were
supposed 1o get highway gas mileage in the mid-twenties.
Since these figures compare with many modern cars, how
do we quantify the economic benefits of fuel economy
averages?

It’s easy to notice that once a car exceeds
“Corvairish” mileage figures, actual fuel savings based on
MPG becomes less significant. Consider this interesting
scenerio: an improvement from 10 mpg to 11 mpg will
save more gas (han trading in a 35 mpg car for a 50 mpg
one!

It should also be apparent that one must drive
often to compensate for moderate expenditures to increase
Corvair fuel economy (at current petrol prices, anyway).
For the weekend Corvair driver who feels that he could
gain another 1 or 2 miles per gallon with new hardware,
it's probably not worth the bother.

Until gas prices increase substantially, good

ecopomy may not factor

To clarify this, find your
current.milcage m down the side
ol the table and cross-reference it
with the column containing your

proposed mileage increase Am. | Specifically:

This number represents the

amount of gas saved per 1000 Ag =
miles of driving (example:

improving 18 mpg by 2 mpg |where

saves 55.6 gallons of gas driving
10,000 miles). Multiply that by
the eurrent per gallon price of
gasoline 10 determine the money

A “back of the envelope” calculation will reveal
that the amount of gas saved by improving one's
average fuel economy is a function of initial average
gas mileage, desired improvement in average gas
mileage, and the total amount of miles fraveled.

i

Ag is the amount of gas saved

K is the number of miles driven

m is the current average gas mileage (mpg)

Am is the improvement in avarage gas mileage

m(m + Am))

greatly into driving a Corvair
versus another make with
similar passenger or cargo
space. However, one can
certainly make the claim that
Corvair fuel economy is
\ “good enough”. The table
shows the extra gasoline
needed to commute with a
Corvair will easily offset the
“sticker shock” of any new,
super-efficient compact.
Don’t waste money.
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