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Corvai r s a t ion is a monthly publication of the Tucson Corvair 

Association , whIch IS dedicated to the preservalion of the COlvair 

model ot the Chevrolet Mo t or Division of General Motors. The Tucso n 

Corvalr ASSOCIatIon 1S a chartered memher d · t he Cor vair Soclely of 

America (CORSA \ 857 ). 


MONTHLY MEBTI NGS ar e held on the t ourth Wednesday of each month except 

~e~em~e[, ~~e te[~~i[~l/~oClal ~v~~t 1~ Dlanne~ for 9 ac~ rnont~ Wlt~ t~~ 

exception of July and August . 

MEMBE RSHIP DUES: InI t ia l dues $22.00 per year for Fa . and $ 15 . 00 for 
sIng l es, (Includes name tag) renewable $ 18.00 and $ 15 . 00 and payable 
to the TUCSON CORVA I R AS~OC IATION through the MembershIp Chalrperson . 

CHANGE aF ADDRESS: Report. any change of addr ess or phone number to the 
MembershIp ChaIrperson. Do not report such changes to the Editor. 

CaRSA MEMBERSHIP DUES are $28 per year and Include a subscrlptlon to 
the CORSA Communique. a monthly publication. caRSA membership 1S not 
requIre for membersillp I n TCA bul I S hIghly recommended. See any TCA 
officer for Inforlnation . 

CLASSIFIED ADS are free to members and $2.50 per 4-line ad to all 

others . 


DEADLINE for a l l materIals subm1tted for publication In the 
\;,Q..ry_aJq;a:t~on 1S the 1st for that month I s issue. Mail or deliver all 
materials LO the Editor. 

BUSI NE SS MA ILI NG ADDRESS : 4072 E. 22nd St. #197. Tucson, Ar zo na 857 11 
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Summer is here! And it is HOT, HOT, HOT. I think it is reaching 100 already, I was out in the 
sun for about a half hour and got a pretty good sWlbUl1L Well take heed the Arizona SWl can be 
very dangerous. 

Boy, I shouldn't complain about the heat for the poor people back east are having miserable, 
nasty weather. 

I want to express to everyone that it's not easy to prepare messages each month. I would like all 
your input,so it can be a little helpful, in preparing different subjects. 

Well, I guess I need to start getting the Rampside ready for our monthly activity. Ron informed 
me that we have to remove the shrouds so it won't get hot. Well I said to him ,"Go find a nice 
shade tree and a glass oflemonade and you won't get hot." 

Fort Huachuca is our next run, hope everyone will participate in this months activity. So get your 
Corvairs ready and tuned and lets have lots of fun. 

We have some fun activities scheduled for the upcomming months, at your request: There are 
lots of new places we will be visiting so get out there and lets have fun. 

Now I would personally like to take a moment to wish all the MOTIffiRS out there a HAPPy 
MOTIffiRS DAY! 

It's time to warn you !,hat I know that there is someone out there that's not to friendly. My 
advise is you better be aware because you just might be the next" Sierra Oscar Bravo" award. 

Remember, it is very inportant that we say" hello" to everyone. There just might be someone 
out there that is waiting for you to speak first. They may be shy or not very outgoing, so its very 
important that we make the first move. Lets make all our new members feel welcome and our 
vistors too. 

A note for everyone! Don't forget the New Mexico Convention in June. Everyone going g~t 
those registrations in . 

A sad note: 
One of our past members has past away on May 6, 1996 . Mr. Bortle was a member of 

Tucson Corvair Association back in 1978. We send our deepest s)""lpathy to his family. Mr. Bortle 
will be missed by all who knew him. 

1927 - 1996 

Don't forget the monthly meeting at the Picadilly Cafeteria on May 21 at 6:00 P.M. and the 
Board Meeting at the Golden Corailall are welcome at the board meetings. It is held at the Golden 

Coral on 22nd St. 

~.m:et~£iB /} • ~ 
~!;u(~/I) 
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MAY TREASURERS REPOR T 1996 

8 EG INNING C ~ll,H ON H~\ t"D .. ... . . . ...... " . . .... .. . ...... ... ... 54<). 40 


It"COME : (~I CCClUNT5 F:ECCly'A8LE) 


~l d:; ~ ... ~ ... ~ To ~ " .. ~ .. " ..... . ~ .. " .. .... ()\) .. (It) 

Raffle T icket s" .... .. . . ~ ... 27 . 00 
C:cr1 S .... " .. ~ .. ...... ~ ................ .. .... .. .. :L 4 .. 5 1) 
Me r c handise . . . . .. " . ... . ..... 26 .0() 
r:'at"'ts ." .. c .. .... .. ...... .. .... .. ........ " ~~)(l .. (i(~ 


S ub to t a 1 .. ........ .. .. ~ .. .... " " . ~ ........ f;:, 7 .. 50 


Dues: 

Al Ct... ispt n . . . .. ... ..... . .. .. .. 15 .. 00 

AIR 1 '-I '.3. S ...... a ....... U .. .. ............... 15" ()() 

Dan ~ Ar'l n Herln . ....... ... . .. 18.(l<) 
Bob Rentsclller . . • . .• • •.. ... 12 .01) 
Van PElt"shing ....... .............. .. u" , 15 . (II) 

!1ack I=· o st . ...... a ...... a .. .. " .. .... " .... 15 .00 
Bi 11 Va.ughrlu" .. .... a ...... "" ........ .. l_:;_~_.()J~ 


SLLbtotal Due s~ .a .......... .. 10 2. 1)(l 


TOT AL I I\l CO~IE~, (f4CCOUbIT5 F:E CEIW\BLE . .. . ..... .. .. I b9 . 50 


SUBTOTAL ••. •• •• ••• •••• " ...... .... .. ..... .. . ..... 709" 90 


E XPENSES, (ACCOUNTS PA YABLE I 


E1adg e s ••.• ••. •• ••••••.••• •• 34 " 2~ 


F'at~ ts " . ... .. ....... .. .... .... .. .. .. ~ .. ~ .. (H) ~ (.l() 


r·l c hdse ....... ~ .• " .... .. .. .......... .. .. ~ ~ 22. ()() 

Copier' s Llp plies . .... ..... . . O(). OO 
S t",mps ... .. ' ,' .. • . • ••• " • •••• • 6 4.00 (Ap "i H"rlay) 
Az Corp Comnl ission . . ... . .. . 10.00 
Mi d mon th (P i cac h u Pea k) . . .. 82 . 02 

TOTAL E X PE~IS E5 : (ACCOUNTS F'AY,,8LE) •••••.•• ••• •••• • •• • • 2 12 . 26 


ENDING BALANCE . ( CASH ON HAND) . .. . ....... . . . ...... . .... 4 97.64 




Minutes of Membership Meeting 

April 24, 1996 


Piccadifly Cafeteria 


T he meeting was called to order at 7:33 PM by incoming President Lynne Bloom who was chairing her first 
meeting after being absent in March. Her excuse was Ule birthing of a grandson in some obscure village in 
Pennsylvania. The minutes of the previous meeting were approved as published. Visitors were Barbara 
Galbreath (sorry we mispeUed your name last month!) and Nancy Terrill (Daughter of Gordon Cauble) 

Joke of tbe Evening - Gordon Cauble told one guaranteed to offend all members of the Armed Services. 

Mystery Person(s) - Both Barbara Galbreath and Barbara Eggers were designated and both pointed to 
offending members who were accused of failing to say hello to them. Shame! 

Treasurery (Allen Elveck) - Started the month WiUI $388.38 and ended with $559.39 (notice how nicely this 
agrees with last monU,'s ending balance l ). Allen reported several items of income and outgo, but unless he 
writes it down and gives it to me, it won't get into the minutes. I can't write as fast as he reads. 

Membership (Ruth Griffith) - In a special session of the Executive Committee, Betty alld Don Cbastain 
were elected to the status of Lifetime Bonary Membership. This was in recognition of their longtime 
dedication and service to the club. Congratulations! 
Several people still owe dues. As this as a dynamic situat ion, please call Ruth before she calls you. 

Library (Dave Baker) - Nothing new. 

Merchandise (Don RobiDson) - Diuo. 

Activities (Larry Dandridge) - Herb Berkman gave a report on the festivities at Picacho Peak. Larry 
outlined the Activity schedule for the remainder of the year. Special Nole: All dates are the weekend 
immediately follOWing the monthly meeting. The plan is as follows: 
May 25 - Road trip and tour of Ft. Huachuca . 
June 19-22 ­ CORSA Convention in Albuquerque (not a TCA activily) 
June 29 - Trip to Patagonia Lake (Arizona, not Argentina) 
July 27 - Pool Party at Ron and Lynn Blooms home. 
August 31 - Reid Park Zoo and Picnic (Tentative - may be changed to a cooler month) 
Sept 28 - Biosphere II. 
Oct 12 - Casa Dc Los Ninos Car Show. 
Nov 30­ Old Time Train Trip from Benson. 
Decr?? ­ Christmas Party 

Old Business - The subject of the copier warranty was questioned once Illore. Ron Bloom said naUung had 

been done (yawn). 


New Business - None 


Raftle - AI Crispin won the license plate drawing with Ius "Sexiest Corvair". Ask him what makes it sexy. 

Members are encouraged to bring a Corvair to the meeting, even if they have to tow it! 

The following were cajoled into supplying raffle prizes for next month: 

Allen Elveck, Jobn Bates, Don Benn, Larry Dandridge, AI Crispin & Mack Post 


Program - Cecil Alex told anolher joke, which wasn't any belter UlaIl G<>rdon Cauble's. Gordon then gave a 

very short tech tip on how to prevent the oil from gumming up in your turbocharger beanng. 


Meeting adjourned at 8:31 PM. 


Respectfully submitted, 
Herb Berkman, Secretary 



Minutes of Executive Board Meeting 

May 2,1996 


Golden Corral Restaurant 


Meeting was called to order at 8:00 PM by President (L) Bloom. Members present : Lynne Bloom, Ron 
Bloom, Larry Dandridge, Allen Elveck, Vern Grif!ith, Ruth Grillith. Arriving late was Secretary Herb 
Berkman, due to the necessity to retrieve Mrs. Secretary at the airport (she also was in attendance). Our 
lllankS to VP Dandridge for taking the minutes. It was decided that meetings in odd numbered months 
would only cover odd numbered items. Next month we will cover even numbered items. 

1. Filing of State of Arizona Papers 
Ron Bloom was reappointed to his post as Club Mediator willl ll,e State. Papers were filled out and 
signed updating the club officers for the tax-exempt status (or whatever that's all about). 

3. Activities 
It was decided that Ihe activity for November 30 will be the Benson Train tOUI. This is an old-time steam 
train that leaves from Benson and spends several hours meandering around the old ntining areas over that 
way. There was some qucstion about that being Thanksgiving weekend. Larry will look into it, and the 
date is open to discussion. 
The Christmas party has been set for December 14. Location is sti ll TBD. 
There was some discussion or moving the "Reid Park Zoo and Picltic" out or August and into a cooler 
month. There have been some crackpot predictions of high temperatures expected in Tucson at that lime, 
which may result 1n little or no animal activity to observe. The ants however are expecled to be at their 
ltighest energy state and accordingly hungry. 

5. Newsletter 
. Ruth will be convening the "Newsletter Comntillee" at Lynn 's house on Thursday May 9, with the 
intention of issuing the saille by May IS . 

7. Membership 
Some of the people listed on the delinquent list have paid their diles, but others are now delinquent. Allen 
and Ruth will review and update Ihe list. 

9. Other 
Lynn asked several times if anyone had any other items for discussion, but every time she did, irrelevant 
conversation broke out. After a few of these, it was decided there was no other business and the mecli.ng 
was adjourned at about 8:35 PM or so. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Herb Berkman, Secretary 
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TeA Meets eee for 2nd Annual 

Picaho Peak Picnic 


It was the morning of Saturday April 20, when a horde of growling air-cooled road machines swarmed 
into the parking lot at Picacho Peak State Park, disrupting the pastorallranquillity to the creaking of shcct 
metal expanding and contracting with each few degrees of temperature variation. The cacophonous 
symphony, augmented by overtones of small childlike voices, crinkling of plastic food bags, dogs barking 
and the whir of aged fan belts flung through the air, signaled the arrival of the now annual Tucson 
Corvair Association/Cactus Corvair Clubs Joint Picnic and Fan Belt Toss (TCA/CCCJP&FTB). 

Altogether there were sixteen (l6! count em - 16!) Corvairs in attendance, along with several lesser 
vehicles of questionable origin, both domestic and foreign. Belching forth from the bowels of these 
vehicles were at least 37 living creatures including approximately 6.7 children, 2 dogs and an estimated 
780 pounds of various foodstuffs. The Corvalrs broke down (pun intended) into 5 early models, 8 late 
models, 2 vans and 1 rampsidc. 

During the festivities, revelers were given the opportunity to vote for their favorites in several categories. 
Along about the time the food had diminished to around 274 pounds, the following results were 
announced: 

Cleanest and Most Loved - Gordon Cauble (64 Spyder convertible, red) 
Best License Plate and Most Un-original- Herb Berkman (65 CorsalYenko Coupe - "CORSA X") 
Sexiest - AI and Gail Crispin (Early Convertible, white wired interior) 
Most Thoroughly Used - Lynn and Ron Bloom (Rampside, blue) 
Happiest - Guy Ferstl (phoenix - Late Coupe, evening orchid) 
Most Multicolored - Dan Yoerns (phoenix - Late Coupe, several shades of primer) 
Best Wheel Covers - Bill Heindel (phoenix - Late Coupe, Yellow with Camaro Rallye Wheels) 

After a thorough gorging, a few folks relaxed in overloaded lawn chairs, some otllers toured the area, 
admiring the desert flora (and fauna if they found any) while the hardiest anlOng us tested our skill at the 
tossing of the fanbelts. After stripping belts off most of the 16 cars, several teams formed up and started 
flinging the skinny rubberized toroids through the air in an attempt to ensnare three stands of all-tluead 
protruding from a triangular base plate. These had been fashioned by the unsteady hand of Mr, Ron 
Bloom into targets amazingly similar to the ones usually seen only at tile Palm Springs evenl. 

When the last belt had landed, tile grand prize case of oil was awarded to the team of Charles Nissen 
and Yang Yang from Caclus Corvair Club. Even at that, it was a hard-won victory, as tlley had been 
forced into a playoff round after being held to a tie match by the team of Herb and Jonni Berkman. The 
valiant warrior couple brilliantly upheld the honor of TCA right up to the last round. 

Of course, after the final baWe was lost, nothing seemed to matter anymore, so we gradually dispersed 
back to our cars (all of whom still love us unequivocally) to enjoy the afternoon drive home, Our bellies 
full and our friendships rekindled for another season. Our everlovin' thanks to tile CCC, especially Mary 
Ann Nissen, for all the work that went into making tillS an event worthy of being annualized. 
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6 OLD CARS NEWS & MARKETPLACE 

Top 10+ Reasons to own a Corvair! 
By Bill Artzbe"ger 

The name Corva ir seems Lo immedia tely sLir up a re laLionship wi th Halph Naul!r. 

Ask anyone aboul the Corvair and they will slale unequivocally that " Nader was the 

one who ki lled the Corvair! " 


So, lel's begin to sellhe recu rd st raight. The COI"Va ir I.!nt(!red the aulomolivt' wodd 

in September of 1959 us the 1960 model. The first scric~ of look-alik e:i l:tJl1Linued 

through 1964. 'rhen, in lhe fall of IV64. lhe new serics arrived as th e 1 9(;~ lIlodel. II 

con tinued through 1969. The Corvuir covered u spon of 10 ycuni with neW Il IO(h·h; fur 

each year . .. a loluJ U,S. producti on of two lIliliion cars . 


The early 1960 models, priced at $1,869, were to compell.' wilh the ever-popular 

Volkswagen , the new Ford Fatcon, the Plymouth Valiant , lind the AMC Hambler. 

Although America was feeling the erTt:cls of a cyclic rcccstiion, an all~ tt:re low-priced 

auto mobi le was nol whal buyers were searching for, 


T he Corvair was outsold by "the oth er" more conventional a nd s lighlly nlon' .. ppcul­

ing compacts, Out something hnppen ed in May of 1960, This lllile:; lolic ch:llq.! I'd (he 

way American au tos would be built for ycars lo come, ,Ind has endured t tl thi s day! 


The Corvair Monza was born . The Monza was the s porty car wilh hJl1tbullle, cum­

fo rtable, colored vinyl Cront buckct se<1 l.s, plush matching'colored carpt'ling, nnd 

qu ilted embossed vinyl dour pal"lt!1s. The bright chrome-plOltcd spccio.l door h illldics 

und window rt!b1\.liators werc II compliment to the good ItJult ing- arlll)"(':-;ls ,lIId IlmdH'd 

chromc trim , furth er, lhe poli:;hed aluillinum ins tru ml.!nl pnnl' l and mat ching" t;lllve 

box door {with a MOIlZOl mcdullion) e voked a fedi ng- of IIi XII ry. The I hill , enlur-m' llchcd . 

deep-dish ed !)tccring whe!.!1 wiLh a chromed hOI'Ll rillt; ,II HI t...l unzH l1tIl' 1I ilo(l oll ;:Hhler! 

the Cin ishing touches to the Monw sports em intcr io r . 

. The c xterior wns cqua ll y pleasing. SLainlcss ::stnel all ti hrighl il lluliizt"d ;liUlll inlllu 

,. ltim in eye·catching pJact's , a lo ng with s tainlc s::i ~tcl!! hill wJ\l'(" ('m'c r:, gil\"[, tIll" cu s ­
tomersj usl what they wanled. 

'rhe Corva ir MonzOl of mid-1UGO wa::; lhe ;\\l toillclb ile lha t ::;elllic t rcnd fur Anll,!"ic;.\ll 
car styling thereaCler, Gcneral Motors sold npproximately 11,000 in the nex t four 
months. As a follow-up, t he MonzOl sold near 150,O(lU in 1UG 1 lind :l:.lO,IlOO in l q()~, 

I3uL wuit, ir the MonzOl in terior wa::; not elloltt;h, ;.mot hcr rirst was ill ~ lllr c, To giVL' 
car buyers l he high perrormance alld appCOlt"ancc they demund r d, u new tll l"hoch..\rgcd 
engi ne WOlS offered rnled aL 150 hp! Thi:; wn::; chri stt! lI cd the MOIlZ i\ Spyder , The Spyder 
included another !)pcciol da::; hbounl with, a luchol1lcler a nd ;Ilurbo hoo::;t ~a\1gc. 

Properly set up, tuned, nnd " lweaked," the S pyder would run Ole qun rter-mi le drag 
strip in the 17,5 second ra ngc al80-85 mph . Nol too bad ! 

And by 1964, things gol better~ 'I'll{> old 14fi-l'id engine was s troked lo 1li1 dd. The 
horsepower was rn ised 'lg-ain. Now, tlw d J"<lg: ~tr i p timcs wcre illcn 'usl'd to l1I'ar HO mph 
anel in the low 17s. 

Nineteen sixty-five was bOlh a gaud alld hud )' l'ar for thc Con'air , A hrand IH' W body 
style was o n-hand wilh engi neering c!lunges to the l"our-\\' hC't'i ind<,pC"ndl' nt ~lI !:' pcn· 
s ian , The trOliling arm n:ar suspen~ion ,,",IS intl"l)du<'cd ~lld in (,n·cd . (Il l' ('OI"vilir wns 
another new CDr. 

Magazine wrilers could nol praise Lhe new Corvair enough. Photog'raphL'l"s could not 
fInd a bad angle to tOlke It picture, Thc r.:mlpC's nnd Cour-doors WN C true pilbr l l'R~ hard­
tops, To top this, the 18U- h p turbo WOlS cil lTied Over and i1 new Cour carburctor enginc 
was oITerell . The Spyd~r tlesi!jll ~tion Cor 1.11(' turbocha rged vl!rsillll \Vas d ropped in 
ravor of 8. new na me - Co rsa. The Cor~a namepl nlL! incl uded both the 140-hp Cour­
carb engine alltl tllC' l RO-hp turbo C'J) j!ilH', 

The Corsa inl"lud L'd Oln c:xcep tit'J) ,d d~\ ~hbo;u 'd. with u laq.:e tm'holl\cLe1", a turbo 
boost gauge (where applicnble) and n C'ylinde r head tcmpera lw'c gaugc. Some wri ters 
s till claim it to be as <ttlructive ~nd fundiollol as :lny ever de !;iJ..," ll'd . 

The drOlg s ("ip times Co r the new Con;air with l' illwr the turho cnl,rlm· or the COUl" car­
buretor engine increnscd on ly s lightly, 

With the trailing arm s lispension , lhl' Ill'\\' 1965 mode l di s played 1:."·C'ill possihilities 
ror a true racing" cnr. Don Yell ko, a Chcnolcl dl' ~lh'r Ilcal' Pill~hurgh , Pa. , :l :-:pl'cd llll'r ­
chant, and a highly "ll'l'ompli ::;il ed r;lfC l'Olr dri\'\'l" wns the firstlu n 'co/-.'11i7.t:: thi::; possi· 
bility, He imlllediall' iy creall'd thc " )\'nko Stinger." Atl ei1st121) wen' huill ill v:lI'ious 
s tages oCmodiCicat ion . The most powerful Wil~ II ~izz l ing 140-hp \'l'r:-:io n - on'r 10 hp 
per 100 p ounds of 3\l lomouile , These WPI' t ' 1,.·;ulIjl:l ;l!ned with g rl':lt ~11l':Cl':-;~ "\.,; i\h in llll' 

SporLs Car Club oC Am!!r i..::,", road l";lcing l'in.:uib, 

. .........A1} of Lhis writing, m nny modified ;llld \"\' llko-pn'p,lrl'd Corv;\; r ::;. an' ~till ;\Iivc ami 

pe"HQ.rming wcll inthl' sports car mcing ri rcuil!:'. 


And Cor t he occasioll;.)1 i.1Utocro5~ 11:.,:\'mkhOllla, py lon I'ucinj.! l drivcr, ;.)1\ th;lt ~C'l'l11S 
necessary to compt:' t.(' in these ncLi\'iti('s i:-: ,I suilablr:5l'l or radial tin'~ with (ht' (un'cct 
pressures. and lo llloke il ft~w CI'on t <lInll'l',Il' n lillher adjus tment::;., You w ill han' a lut oC 
run with a compet il iYC' automobile th<ll i::; (plu ::; or llli!lu::;J 30 Yl'a r~ old~ 

We mentioned t hal 1965 was both n good )'C'ar aud a bad ,Yl'[lr fot" Ihe Con·air. Thc 
bad pa rt was tha t the 1964111 Mu~ta l\ g with th e hu'ges t sail,s alltl ad l"illllpaign ('vcr 
know n to the auto world hnd a lTived, 

cant . next page 

Our Top 10+ reasons 

to own a Corvair: 


1. Collec tibility A genuine "Mill! ­
.sLone," "Spceial Jntl!,'c.st," und olle oC 
today's moslnff"orduble collcctor cars, 
'2. Engineering A marvel oC innovation 
und aulomotive enginc!.!ri ng. 
3. Sportiness Sporty Monzu interiors 
and great looking cOlwer tihlt:!s, 
4. Raceable f amous a t sports car 
events, good autocross (gymkhana, 
pylon rac ing ) car , 
5. Handling Aheou-of-ils- l ime four­
wheel independent suspension, 
6. Lightness AII ·alu minum cngine 
with steel cy li nders , 
7, Good bre athers Turbochurl-ted ur 
rour-carburctor options (Spydr.r or 
Corsa scrics). 
8. House -trained Corvuirs do no l leok 
oil (if ro-scaled wilh Vilon seals'. 
9. Reliability Corv.irs do not throw 
fan bells (when using lhe proper high. 
cord belt).
10. Good parts availability Hcaaon­
uble pl"iecti, 
11. Proven tmrety The only uutorno­
bile in lhe United Slales ever proven by 
the U .S. Depar Lment oC Transportation 
to be sure to drive. <The only car known 
lo he tcsl!.!d Cor thu t reason!) 

http:ntl!,'c.st
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The message was on the wall. ThL' Muslnng with a V-S was cvcntuaUy scheduled to 
be the Indianapolis puce cal'. The musclccar rucc was On . Ann no one would buy a six. 
cylinder car when they could buy u. V-8 fur nearly the same price. 

GM recognized that the Cor"vair hod ib lime. 
In April of 1965, only seven months aCtel' the !lew se ries COrY'<1ir WilS introduced, Lhe 

word from Lhe Lop wns: "Discontinue dc\'c\<'IHl1l!nl . . . continue to llleet sufely and pol. 
lution requirements only." 

GM had several replacements ready (0 lake the Cnrvnit·,s place. There was the 
Chevy II Novt\, the Rti1'8Clive Chevclle M,llihu, i11l0 the spurty Camara waiting behind 
the curluin:s for I ~)(i7. The Corvair engine hau ul\Vays been expensive Lo muke nnd was 
a mnjor cost in the Corvai.·'s design . It. was nol c;ust-effecliv~ lo re-design the engine or 
to try lo r~placu it. with u V-8 m'unythilll:) l<ll"(..:cr 0" hcavier. The car was the epitome of 
balance with thc ungine it. had. The Corvnil' had cnm \:l to the end of its road. 

You will no Lice that up to this paragraph. the name Rulph Nader has not been men­
liont:o (except in the lead paragraph). The "eason being that up to this pOint, he had 
little to dn ..... ith Ih(' Corvair. He oid not enter lhe public pidure until November of 
1965 (<lfu: !' the \....ord tn C<ll1celthe (:01'\,,111" \\"il ~ made in Apl'il of that year). 

Nader first dn:w attention 10 him::;dfwi{h "II article he had wI'iUen titlud "The Safe 
Car You Can ' l Buy." At that time he .....as g'lining popularity as a conslimer advocate. 

Tn Nnvember of 1965, his book Unsofe AI /\/Iy ..'jpn'd arri\'co on the bookshelves, In 
his hook . Ill! emphatically stated thot enrly rorvitirs (H)()0-'G3) with renr swing !\Xtes 
11<111dk,d POllrly nnd were dangerous to dri \·l'. He further stilted lhat GM highly 
imprnvcd the l£)G.t lHodels with un mhlt ·d frnn\ ...way hal' ,md it real" tnlll!",\'crs(' ~pl'ing. 

Nadl'i" h;Id k\..... COlllm~n( s in hi s book ilh(llll the 1965 Con-air. He clid confide thal 
Cfvl u:-;t.'d it:; \'· t.'Il.dt. ' \"I ' !npl'd knowledge of tl ITar-c ll~rilH'd ,",ICl' car ch:'::dg"H('d by Zora 
Arku t'· IJlllltu\' lor {:lln·t'I It.' \;I!IH'I tIl l"l'-i\l\'(' n{ the Cnrvilir. 

Only tile.' lir:-:t ch,lptt'r I ,ll jlag("sl til" l:' f/~ C/ /~ ' ,\/ : \II.\" .~·pcr!d WaS devlltl:d to the Corvair. 
Other dwp{ c r:-: )'t ·fl'creel 1(1 other Ilwke:.; or (:u n ; such GIS 13uid.; :>, CIlI 'ys!cr::;, and Fords. 
The bonk ha:; :J5 ·{ pages! Bul fudph Nnd l~ r will he remembered only for Ihose 4l. 

Conven;ely, Nilder did us a greal fuvur. IIis bouk creatcd (he turning poinl for lhe 
aUlo industry's aW<ll"eness to build '·~i.lrt. 'l ·· lo · drive" alltomnbiles. 

So now lhM \....t' unders tand the Cu!'vi.\ ir :s lory, we should rlJ'cognizc the great injus­
tice doled to·lhe ('t.Il"vair. 

However, the SllJry was not totally over. I tl lhe tale 19605, Senator Abraham RibicorT 

WtlS ;:l.s~igncd to hearings on auto safety. The hearings lasled unli! March of 1973 ... 
four ye,lrs uftcl'lhe last COl"vuil' CUine oIT lhe assembly lines! The hearings were based 
inili;:l.II\' ulll"!: 19GO-'63 Corvnirs. 

GM impnHil'ntly invesLlgo.lcd Noder'!3 b:-.ekground nnd was unable lo discredil him 
11\ [IllY wny. 'I'hi:.; h~d to GMs L1.1tt:y illto the 9:~r.rings for rctlsons otiler than the reports 
on lhe Con'air. The hearings cost the tn..>.1>nyers millions ofdoUars. 

In the flll,,1 allalysis, the Corvair W:1S exonerated. The U.S. Department of'franspor­
tation i~sul'd;:l. ~1:lll'l1H' nt in July of 1n72. "The hamlling nod s tnhi)jty pt'rfonnancc of 
UI~ 1960· '(\;1 Corvnil' docs Iloll'('~ult in lin tlul1ol"llwi po\.cntiul fur loss of l:ontrol or 
rollover . .and is atlcasl as guud as the performance of most contemporary vehicles, 
.both fureign amI. domesLic," 

Not all Corvairs were sporty, 
The Con'nil' lorby, Iwcause or its misunderstood reputation, remains "borderline" 

in lhe col\pdiblc world. nutlhrough il oil, it has friends and rollowers. The Corvrur 
Society of Amcrica. (COnSA) hns ave!' 6,500 memuers jn ils organization. They have a 
high-c1nss Illunlllly magozine that lists at Leost nve Corvnir events each month, There 
is n yearly nalional convention (Ralph Nauer allended lhe COnSA convention in 
Washinglon, D.C.) olllilhe club 's activities increase with each yenr. 

In 19»2, it wns estimaled lhrough state-by-slate regislrations, thal over 300,000 
Corvnil's \.... crc registered, licensed, and roadworlhy. That is a remarkable 17 percent 
survivol fi",'11re . Thal mnkes une more positive mark for lhe Corvair and eays it 
shouhhd lw (JvC'r1ool(t'd . 

Submitled hy Keith Banks 

http:inili;:l.II
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With ]Jeaftfelt~' 
-~----- ..- ------

SORTiE, DOnald E.~ Lt. Col. USAF, 'Ret., ' 
. 69, died May ,6, 1996: Survived by his wHe,-1l1.l10l-fT time of becpest ·sorr~ Martha LDuise.Bort\e; children, Don (Doreen) 

Bortle. Jr .• John Bortle, Carol (Dennis) Stein- . 
er, Mike Bortle and Martin (Mickie) Bortle; 
brother, Walt (Norma) Bortle; grandchndren, 
Samantha, Jacob, ~Andrew, Alexis "and ~(~l1l1Mf feel Gob 1nt l10l-fT sibe 
Alexzandrla. W : Borlle attended Oneida 
High School and St. l.awrence University 
and Cornell University, all in New York. He : 
was fighter pilot lor 31 years, a WWII veter· ~.,t~l1l1is lovi115 arms mfolb l10l-f an, two tours 01 du.ty In Korea and Vietnam. 
He Ilew F60's,J:84's, F86's, .F100's, FS's and 
F4's. He was a member of Ihe DAV and Elks, 
'Retired Affairs Office at DMAFB, VITA, TeE 
and Rolling Hills Goff Course. In lieu 01 now­
ers, donations La the American Heart Assoc•• 
5325 E. Pima, Tucson, ssn5. Fu neral Ser­
vice 10:00 a.m. Friday, May 10 at BRING'S 
BROADWAY CHAPE). and Graveside SeT: 
vice 1:00 p.m. Friday, May 10 at Ft. Huach'u­

, ca Post C~metery wllh Chapla!n paplaln . 
~ Thomes Porter and full 'military honors by 

DMAFB Honor Guard . Arrangements by 
BRING'S BROADWAY CHAPEL, 6910 E. 
Broadway, 

Al1b 111S peace witl1l1Mf abibe. 



1995 - 1998 catalogs f{

{{ -tr* 	 are READY! '1J\t~\o\" 
you get 3 Catalogs! ~e"\S\O\'\S 

MAIN CATALOG - over 400 pages, over 10,000 parts 

SPECIALTY CATALOG - over 170 pages (NOS, OTTO & USED PARTS) 

1995 Supplement & Price List - June revision 
To request by mail : (poslpaid) USA, Canada, 

$5.00 $10.00 
To order on a parts order: Order CAT·Q $3.00 3 Lbs. 

Oller 10.000 different fJ4t1s in S/tI(J/ 
.... , .....c~ , ........ ·....1~.;:::::'::: 


..... _.<-;:: : ::;:::;::::: 1--·... 
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Ron J. Bloom Coolroctor 
Bonded/ licensed/ Insured 
Estoblished In 1981 

Phone 520- 7.4$-0887 
Fox 520-7.45-545<:1 
A072E 22nd St., Suite 197 
tucson, Al65711 -5334 

, Worm Air Heotlng 
• 	 BLOOM 5 Coollnga: Ventilating 

MUliNO C-39R lie #091735 
&COOUNO- Service Maintenance 

Home Improvements 
C-62 lic#OQI069 

Commercial Cooling/ Healing 
L·05 UC #098355 

From one Corvoir ' lover to another. , . 
.,' 

J( ..... 

i,' CORVAIRS 
by 

CREATIVE STITCHES 

, : , . 2973 " Oxbow Road 
Grand Junet ion. CO B150~ 

(303) 215-172.2 

Ass'ne.ber of .CORSA ' cnd luc;son Coruoi t" 

VERN'S 

Home Repair 

889·7516 
1·520-429-0627 

General Contractor 
Insured· Bonded· License 

#103332Painting, Remodeling . 
(' r'nT .... r.., n,., ,,fc: ~t """"lr f"l ",.. ....H <: 

CLARK'S Corvair Parts, Inc. 
Box CC 

' Shelburne Fails, Ma. 01370 
413-625-9776 

1995 SUPPLEMENT ,.., 

•• ~ ./ ­
~o.., 

1995 	PRICE LIST 

~~.~;,~.:;~:.=-~ --::.-,;==::::::.::-.. --.,. .......... -- --,-"--­

CORVAIR UNDERGROUND? 

q~~ 

Why pay too much for Corvair parts'? Why put up 
with slow or otherwise unreliable mail order 
service? Let our 21 years of COrvair·only mail 
order expelience serve you! We may not yet be 
~hebjgg~.,tbut we think you'll see value in our 
emphasis on selection, service, reprodllctions and 
low prices ;" 
A giant 300 page catalog is just 85.00 postpaid 
(88:00 COD) or you can asl{ for a free newsletter! 
Find out why so many buy from 

CORVAIR UNDERGROUND INC. 
PO BOX 339 DUNDEE, OR 97115 

800·825-VAIR 503·434·1648 FAX 503·434·1626 



r;:.;1'. 1975 

Vairs 70 Spares 

FOR SALE: 1962 Corvalr Dune buggy W/rebullt eng. transaxle, ALL 
NEVI: brakes, wls, clu,=ch, IHrlng, pa1nt, upholstery, tires . Has 

re .. 1' seat & roll bar. IncluJeJ, el\lra pa.rts, ll~ 1\1'10. Lk~1\d ~ 
3000.00 abo. ALSO available: 68- 4/sp.tra nny. 65 Falcon Ranche r o , 
ext. mech. & body, $ 3000.00 abo . CALL Gene Tarman 520 - 153- 1923 or 
1- 800-627 1127, Lake Hava~u, Az. 

FOR SALE: 64 Corva l r Honza, 4dr. white, auto, rust free ; interior 
redone, runnlng cond. nds brakes, tranny leaks. $ 2300, 00 obo. CALL 
Gary Grzelak. 520 - 579-9822 

FOR SALE: 65 Honza Cpe. auto, runs, body work done before it was 
parked 15 years ago. Good g l ass excep t for pas s. door wi ndow. $ 
500 . 00. CALL Michelle Lilly, 520- 722- 2754 

FOR SALE: 64 Monza auto 110, factory air , new tires, r us t free, 
club car, N1CE AZ car. Call Dick Cannon 520-299 - 4723 

FOR SALE: 1965 Corsa open , 110/4 new paint , new black top , new 
tires & chrome wheels . liz . car been in one family from 1965 . AGki ng 
$ 4000 . 00 WORTH MORE! For more I nfo: Cal l 520-299-1122, ask for 
Gordon Cauble. 

FOR SALE: NEW and GOOD USED PARTS: FOR 'I'HE DOr!TrYOURSEL FERS: . 

Large inventory of new parts plus small selection of used parls 

Call Al Crlslpin 520-722-9445 


FOR SALE: CORVIIIR PARTS. Large outdoor yard full of great Corvai!' 
parts. Call Barry Cunningham for information at (520)747-9028. 

CORVA1 R PARTS: Large selection of early and l ate. Resonable prices. 
Larry bandridge. (520) 571-9680. 

IIANTED . . A Strong and re l iahl~ engine . Call 296 9811 

Fo r sale (Or interesting trades conSidered) 
'62 Rampsid~ runs great, 4speed , $1,800 

'77 Eorsche, good body , glass, gears, etc . Engine 
rerlaced with correct good one, bu t needs t uning . 
Interior rough. Asking $900 or make any of f e r . 

BAJA HUG . Good body with full i n te r ior roll c.~e, Alum 
dash , Hurst ~hiftrJ raci.ng scats , special wheel , f i nishe d. 
inter i or , ne r l i ng bars on f r on t / r e ar / &s i d e s . Cen t e r - l i ne 
wheels , new tires , Zero hou~s on prof e ssional ly bu i l l 
balanced/blueprinted 1850 eng i ne with hot cam , oil coo l e~ , 
and ::clithe unusual goodies. Asking 2 ,5 00 

'70 Citroen leV " Hehari" 602 CC Air COOled engine , front 
dri v e , New sea t s , new t ires Plastic body (Just like Corve t te) 
Runs great , fun to drive. $2 , 250 
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T T 
T TUCSON CORVAIR ASSOC}ATION REGULAR MON';I'HLY ' MEETINGS T 
T FOURTH WEDNESDAY of each month (except December) T 
T T 
T piccadilly Ca£eteria , 6767 E. B4oadway, Tucson T 
T T 
T 6:00 pm: Parking Lot Bull Session T 
T 6:30 pm: Dinner (optional) T 
T 7:30 pm: Meeting starts T 
TTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTT 

ccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCC 
C COMING EVENTS PLEASE CONTACT A c 
C BOARD MEI·taER WITH C 
C ANY SUGGESTIONS C 
C C 
C C 
C MAY 25 Ft". Huachuca C 
C 
C 

JUNE 
JULY 

29 
27 

Patagonia Lake 
POOL PARTY 

C 
C 

C AUG 31 Reid Park C 
C 
C 

SEPT 
OCT 

28 
12 

Biosphere 11 
CASA DE LOS NINOS CAR SHOW 

C 
C 

C NOV 3-4-5 G.W.F.B.T. PALM SPRINGS C 
C DEC CHRISTMAS PARTY C 
C 
C This is a tentative plan with dates to be announced. 

C 
C 

~ Regular Monthly Meeting: May 22, 1996 
C
C 

C TCA Executive Board Meeting: May 30, 1996 7':30 P.M. C 
C Golden Corr al 4380 E. 22nd ST. C 
CCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCC 

A Tucson Corvair Association A 
A 4072 E. 22nd St. Suite 197 
A Tucson, Arizona 85711 
A ,Fax [520-745- 5454]
A ' 
A 
A 
A 
A 
A 
A 
A 
A 
A 
A ©@!R1~~U!R1
A by CHEVROLET 
A 

(j/1'-­ -"'[7.;"'I., , . 

1IIrf.f!ff 
A 
A 
A 
A 
A 
A 
A 
A 
A 
A 
A 
A 
A 
A 
A 
A 

A A 
AVan & V.-Lctc. .c " 

4842 W.Pa-6eo r A 
Tuc--6on, Az A 

A 
A 

A ' A 

A 
A 
A 
A 
A 
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