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After relocating the firewall rearward, there was plenty
of space to drop the massive Buick right in. Accarding to
Larry, despite its substantial external dimensions, a 455
weighs about the same as a small-block Chevy. These
Bulldog Performance aluminum heads are the first set of
Buick castings the company ever built.

By Stephen Kim
Photography by Robert McGaffin

he evolution

sus creationism debate is one of those volatile subjects you
just shouldn't discuss, but for the soing o do it anyway.
What prompts such dialogue in hicular specimen that
wsforms what is typically an eithe: 1 harmonious coexistence
of both beliefs. A front-engine, Buick- powered € 105 and rides on a
G-body chassis doesn’t just spontaneously materis - The ingenuity of its
craftsmanship and the diversity of its gene pool most ¢ mlv required an omnipo
tent creator. Nevertheless, had the lineage of rear-engine Chevys not gone sterile, it
may have evolved into something that bears an uncanny resemblance to Larry Bell's
67 Corvair. It's a fascinating convergence of dia ally divergent ideologies, but
two schoals of thought better than one.
ry's car-huilding ability is by no means a streteh of
the truth. “l'l a mian who mounted a unibady car on o conventional frame, turned
what was a trunk into an engine bay, stuffed that space with a big-block Buick, and
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turbo and rear-mounted engine, but unfortunately,
firsts don’t always work that well.”—Larry Bell




k man for several
5. “1 went to Mike's house once he
was furthe project and
lecided that I also wanted to build a
as long as [ could fit a 455 Buick
init," Larry recollects. Forty Iy, he
>w just where to go to find a suitable
ject car. His dad had purchased
3 ed with

Con

ave him a call to buy both
cars from his dad. "He had asked me if
| was interested in taking them off his

hands in a past conversation, and [ said
no. When [ called him back to take him

[
wf ; s . . .
Although it's mint, the intericr is all original and hasn't been restored. As the story goes,
the Corvair was wrecked in the front and back in 1969, and parked in & barn untll Larry's
dad bought it over 30 years later. An aftermarket tach blends y into the gauge
cluster in place of the factory clock.

up on his offer, he said he just called says. The next step was scoring a frame,
a salvage yard to come haul them off. and Larry again happened to be at the
Had I called him two hours later, this ht place at the right time. He spotte
car'would not have been built,” Larry = Carlo 55 at a salvage yard
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i remen;nber my dad racing a friend of his
with his Corvair when | was a kid, and the thrill
of cheering him on stuck with me.’




supply for Corvairs,

but once again Larry

fab skills paid off. He

bought a hoodscoop
:le, the

ue with a 45

ght, but that mas:

based on a $1(

been bored

stock cran
provide a

WHERE THE

MONEY WENT

1967 Chewy Convair! ... 450
1985 Chevy Monte Carlo chassi
Paint and body: ..

Rockers:
Timing set.....
Cylinder heads:
Initake manifold (used|
Carburetor ........

Headets {swap meet);
1 llectors:

Fuel system: .
Carter pump [sw;
Raciator;

Water pUmp:.. ...
Coaoling fan (boneyard]
Trans {beneyard): ..
Converter;

“If you're not good at metal work, you don’t want to attempt

something like this because it’s very difficult.”—Larry Bell
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estimates the output at 550 hp. It's

all backed by a 200-4R trans and an
8.5-inch 10-bolt rearend, both out of a
Buick Grand National, Although defini-
tive dyno numbers would be nice, the
only performance hgure"- that really
matter are the Corvair's 10-second e.ts.

While mechanical kinks are inevi-
table in a project of this caliber, the
Caorvair has only had one chronic ail-
ment. As rear-engine cars, Corvairs
had no need for a grille up front, which
made cooling the Buick mill quite
a chore. "I didn't want to cut a hole
between the headlights for airflow
because it would have ruined the look
of the car,” Larry explains, “I used the
largest radiator that would fit between
the frame rails, and angled the top of it
forward to direct air through it from the
bottom of the car. It overheated at first,
sa 1 cut the back of the bumper a bit
to improve airflow, and that solved my
coaling problems for good.”

Obviously, Larry is one hell of a
craftsman, and without question, rh.»
creator of one wicked street mac
His original goal was to build a car that
looked like it came equipped with a
front-mounted big-block Buick from
the factory, and he's been wildly suc-
cessful in his endeavors. In the process
of addressing the Co 5 quirks—its
vapid powerplant, oddball engine place-
ment, marginal driveline strength, and
love-it-or-leave-it styling—he's infused
it with adaptations that could have pro-
longed the platform’s existence had they
been developed decades prior. T

“You can cover up a lot
of sins with carpet, but
my car looks factory,
even in inconspicuous
spots.”—Larry Bell
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BY THE NUMBERS
"&7 CHEVY CORVAIR
Lamy Bell, 55 = Maro, IL
Total cost to build: $9.803
BestET: 10.96 at 123 mph

ENGINE
TR e . Buick 455 {462 cubic inches)
Block:................. factory block bored to 4,349 inches

stock
.. stock 3. 800-inch crank,
resized stock rods,
forged 10.2:1 Wiseco pistons
-.. Bulldog Performance
aluminum castings
Lunati 231f239-at- 050
fydratilic flat-tappet,
517/ 54%-inch Iift, 112-degree LSA

Valvetrain: ..........Edelbrock double-roller timing set,
Smith Bros. pushrods,

TED shaft-mount rockers

Induction:............. Kenne Beall single-plane manifold,
Proform 950-cfm carb

Ignition: ~stock distributor, MSD 6AL box
Exhaust: ... —...TiA Performance 1 718-inch

long-tube headers,
3einch collectors,
Fowmaster mufflers
DT

Built by: . e
DRIVEI'R.MN

Transmission:.... LGM 200-48 trans,
custom 3,200-stall converter
and trans cocler, BAM shifter

Rear axle:...., GM &.5-inch 10-balt rearend,

421 gears, limited-slip differential

CHASSIS
Front suspension: ...

..5tock ‘85 Mante Carlo
Wit cut factary coil springs.
and Lakewood 9010 shacks.

stock "BS Mante Carlo
tock '85 Monte Carlo

Rear suspension:
Brakes:........

WHEELS & TIRES
Wheels: ........

il -Weld Prostar

" 1546, front: 1548, rear
Michalin 195/60R15, front;
key Thompson 275/50R15
dirag radials, rear
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